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Happy New Year!
Welcome to 2015! As we usher in a new year, we are winding
down the first semester. At. St. Benedict's, this means that students

and staff are working hard to ensure assignments are done, and
students have the tools they need to succeed.

Hopefully, part of your son's or daughter's new year's
resolutions will be to not just survive, but also thrive while at
school; to do so not just intellectually, but also emotionally and
spiritually. School is more than absorbing information, it is a place
to experience growth and gathering of tools which will prepare
students to face the world as conscientious, intelligent, and
respectful members of society.
Haven't made a resolution yet? It's never too late, and you can
start any time. What are mine, you ask? Make more time for family
and friends. Continue to serve my community (school and parish).
Do more crossword puzzles (flex that mental muscle!!). And to
never, ever stop learning. How about you?
Best of luck to all our students as they approach the end of the
semester. We hope you will be proud of all of your
accomplishments, and you do your best on your exams! Resolve to
succeed!
– Editor

Benny's in the Local Media

CAMBRIDGE TIMES: That green hoodie meant a lot to Kayla Bake…

It is a great way to:
1. Prepare for your first semester exams
2. Gain insight and strategies for writing exams
3. Access review sheets and old exams as resources for studying
4. Feel reassured that you are prepared for supported.

Semester 1 Final Evaluation Schedule
January 2015
All courses (except those listed below) will have a 75 minute Final Evaluation taking place on
January 23, 26, 27, or 28.
Students who meet the following criteria will not be required to attend any Credit Rescue sessions:
a) have achieved a passing grade;
b) have submitted all summative activities; and
c) have completed all components of their final culminating activity
Students who do not meet the above criteria will be required to attend Credit Rescue as outlined
by your teacher.
The following courses will have a 2 hour Final Evaluation taking place on January 23, 26, 27 or 28
as per the schedule below:
Business: Analyzing Current Economic Issues CIA4U, Introduction to Financial Accounting BAF3M,
Principals of Financial Accounting BAT4M
Communications - English/French: Grade 11 & 12 University English ENG3U, 4U; Grade 11 & 12
College English ENG3C, 4C; Grade 12 University Writer’s Craft EWC4U; Grade 12 University English
Literature Studies ETS4U; Grade 11 and 12 University Core French FSF3U & FSF4U
Geography: Physical Geography CGF3M, The Environment & Resource Management CGR4M,
Canadian & World Issues CGW4U
History: American History CHA3U, World History CHW3M, Canadian History CHI4U, World History
CHY4U & CHY4C, Understanding Canadian Law CLU3M,Cdn and International Law CLN4U
Math: All Grade 10 Academic 2D; All Grade 11 & 12 University 3U, 4U; Grade 11 University/College
3M, Grade 12 College Technology MCT4C

Physical Education: Grade 12 University Exercise Science PSE4U
Religion: Grade 11 University/College World Religions HRT3M; Grade 12 University/College

Church & Culture HRE4M
Science: All Grade 9 & 10 Academic 1D, 2D; All Grade 11 & 12 College 3C, 4C; Grade 11
University/College 3M; Grade 11 & 12 University 3U, 4U
Social Sciences: Intro. To Anthropology HSP3M, Ind. & Families in a Diverse Society HHS4M,
Challenge & Change in Society HSB4M

January 23
8:10 – 10:10: 75 minute or 2 hour exam for Period 1 class
Bus Pickup 10:30 AM

January 26
8:10 – 10:10: 75 minute or 2 hour exam for Period 2 class
Bus Pickup 10:30 AM

January 27

Bus pickups in the morning will be 3 hours and 15 minutes later than the regularly scheduled
pickup.
11:30 – 1:30: 75 minute or 2 hour exam for Period 3 class
Bus Pickup 2:00 PM

January 28
8:10 – 10:10: 75 minute or 2 hour exam for Period 4 class
Bus Pickup 10:30 AM

January 29
8:30 Credit Rescue as arranged by teacher and student

Teachers will offer informal Credit Rescue on a needs basis on any exam days.

Notes:

1. All students are expected to be in full uniform during Final Evaluation and Credit Rescue
classes.
2. This schedule could change in the event of a school bus cancellation or school closure.

St. Benedict is a satellite location for Canada AM
January 27th
BY MR. D. WITT

The Semi-Final voting for The AVIVA Community fund campaign closed in December with our “Heart
of the Community” Project finishing fourth in the voting. The votes are one part of the overall judging of
the proposals. We have been notified that we are one of the Finalists still being considered for the
$100,000 Grand Prize. As such we will be one of a number of satellite sites hosting the Canada AM
show on Tuesday January 27th from 6 to 9 a.m. in the morning at our school. It is important to
understand that we are still one of a number of finalists. The winners will be announced on that day.
Tuesday January 27th happens to be our period 3 exam day. Because of the Canada AM show,
exams will be delayed until 11:30 on that day. Canada AM is a nationwide morning show on CTV which

will be bringing positive media to both St. Benedict and
the city of Cambridge on that day. Win or lose we want the
morning to be a great celebration of our school and our
Cambridge community so students, parents and staff are
all invited to join us for this event. More details will be
announced as we get closer to the day.

... we are one of the Finalists still
being considered for the
$100,000 Grand Prize ... The
winners will be announced on

Please note with the exams starting at 11:30 on that

that day.

day, Students who are bussed will have their runs pick
them up 3 hours and 15 minutes later than their normal morning pick up time for arrival at school
somewhere around 11:00. All students will be required to be in their class for the full 2 hour exam time
from 11:30 to 1:30. Busses will depart at 2:00 on that day. Please keep sending those positive vibes for
the success of our “Heart of the Community” Project.

Inclement weather procedures: Delays and
cancellations
TAKEN FROM THE

WCDSB WEBSITE

For up-to-date information on school bus delays, cancellations and school closures, please visit
the Student Transportation Services of Waterloo Region website. To contact Student Transportation
Services of Waterloo Region directly, phone (519) 650-4934.
Information about student transportation cancellations or school closings due to severe weather is
also available through the following media outlets: KFUN FM 99.5, KOOL FM 105.3, CKGL AM 570,
CHYM FM 96.7, DAVE FM 107.5, CJOY "Magic" FM 106.1, CKWR FM 98.5, KICX FM 106.7, CKBT "The
Beat" FM 91.5, FAITH FM 94.3, CTV - Southwestern Ontario
Note: Specialist High Skills Major (SHSM) Trips will be cancelled when ALL YELLOW SCHOOL BUSES
are not running for the Waterloo Catholic District School Board.

Board to implement online payment process
BY WCDSB NEWSWIRE

Beginning in semester 2 parents will have the option to pay for field
trips, athletic fees etc. and complete excursion permission forms through a
cashless online payment system. Additional information and account
registration instructions can be found below. Go to
wcdsb.SchoolCashOnline.com to set up your online account today!

News from the Guidance Department

BY MR. M. AMBEAU
The Application Deadline for University and College is approaching
quickly!
Grade 12 students who are planning to apply to either college or university for the 2015-16
academic year are reminded that the application deadline is this Wednesday. Please note the following:

University applications are due January 14, 2015. If students have not picked up the PIN number that
is needed for this application, they are available in the guidance office.
College applications are due February 1, 2015. PIN numbers are not required for college application
– students create their own account when they apply.
Apply early and avoid the stress of last minute on-line delays. Both the OUAC and OCAS sites
become overloaded the closer it gets to the deadline date.
Complete your Community Service Hours as soon as possible!
Review your semester two timetable if you think that you need to make any changes.
Information regarding university programs can be found at www.electronicinfo.com and at
www.ontario.colleges.ca for college programs

Grade 8 Parent Evening
Our Grade 8 Parent Night will be held on

Thursday, January 15, 2015 from 6:30 to 8:30 pm. The

evening will begin with an information session in the gymnasium followed by an open house.

Designated areas of the school will be open for viewing, and subject specific teachers will be available
with information about all of our programs. Please pass this message along to any neighbours in the
community that have a student who is scheduled to begin high school in September 2015. All Grade 8
students, regardless of where they are currently attending school are welcome to join us that evening.
In addition to this evening, Grade 8 students from all of our Catholic feeder schools will be visiting us
early in January. If you have a younger son or daughter in Grade 8, be sure to ask them about this visit.

Looking For a Summer JOB???
Any students looking for summer employment need to visit the guidance office for information
regarding several opportunities. Some of the companies include:
G.B. Catering: looking for 150 people to work their summer camps. (www.gb.on.ca)
City of Cambridge: application deadline is January 30, 2015.
(www.cambridge.ca/studentsummerjobs)
African Lion Safari: On Saturday March 28, 2015 they will be hosting a job fair at Mombasa Market
onsite at African Lion Safari. (www.lionsafari.com) MUST BE 16 to apply!!

Course Changes for Second Semester
The month of January is a great time for students who are considering a course change for second
semester to see their guidance counsellor to discuss this. All timetable changes must be approved by a
parent or guardian. We very much appreciate your support in encouraging your sons and daughters to
follow protocol.

SPREAD THE WORD!

Academics

Enriching the Lives of
Students

COMM
Corner

BY MRS. D. WITTMANN

BY MRS. D. WITTMANN

Visit the Enrichment blog for interesting

Visit the English blog for information regarding

articles, enrichment Links, school

our English programs, Literacy, interesting

achievements, and enrichment course

articles, and English links: English@St.Benedict

information: Enrichment@St.Benedict blog.

blog.

From the Student Success Centre

BY MRS. D. TRENTINI
After‐school Literacy Test Preparation Opportunity
Students are invited to attend after-school remedial sessions for extra help and tips on taking the
OSSLT. A qualified teacher will be offering these sessions every Monday and Wednesday after school
from 2:15-3:45 starting Monday, February 3rd until March 25th. If you are interested in registering for
practice sessions, please email Leisha.Craftchick@wcdsb.ca. Students must be registered to attend
these sessions.

Preparing for the March 26th OSSLT
Visit the Student Success Centre (Room 208) to pick up a copy of DON’T PANIC 2.0 ON-THE-GO
PRACTICE FOR THE OSSLT PRINT EDITION while supplies last.
Visit the EQAO website at www.eqao.com to review the Getting Ready Guide and complete the
Sample Test Materials.

Practice using reading strategies, such as skimming, predicting and inferring, to complete tasks.
Visit websites such as http://dpcdsb.org/CEC/Programs/EQAO/EQAOTests/OSSLT.htm.
Practice using multiple choice test taking strategies (see these websites for tips:
http://studygs.net/tsttak3.htm or http://www.testtakingtips.com/test/multiple.htm) to improve
performance on multiple choice questions.
Use the full writing process (brainstorming, first draft, revising and editing) for written assignments
in all classes.
Write in full and complete sentences, write paragraphs with proper topic sentences and concluding
sentences, develop topics in writing that have a clear focus and direction, and have your work peer
edited.
If your son or daughter has any questions about their results, the strategies listed above or about
the upcoming test, they are encouraged to visit the Student Success Centre (Room 208).

Enrichment Opportunities
Please visit: https://www.wcdsb.ca/speced/dl/gifted/Enrichment_Opportunites_Beyond_the_Classroom_2013-14.pdf

App Development gives students some real life
experiences

BY MR. A. MILARDOVIC
On Friday, January 9, Mr. Milardovic's grade 11 computer programming/computer science
class got to attend a special party at the Board Office. They were celebrating the launch of
their apps as part of the Apps4Learning program, which they had spent the last several weeks
developing.
The programmers developed apps for Ms. Figueiredo's grade 6 class at St. Joseph's elemenary

clients) came up with ideas for apps based on the
grade 6 curriculum. The grade 11 students (referred to as the developers) used the clients' ideas,
school. The students (whom we referred to as the

questions, and overall vision to then design the app.

Students learned very quickly that app development is not
Students enjoyed the real
world experience and got
an opportunity to work as
part of a team to create a
finished product.

simply a matter of sitting at a computer and coding—there was a lot
of consultation with the client (analysis), planning on paper (design),
and only after the client approved the mock up and paper plans was
the computer used as a tool in the development process. Students
designed graphics, backgrounds, and buttons, and then
subsequently linked the pages of their apps to provide users with
feedback and direction.

After several consultations between October and December, the students got the opportunity to
show off their apps, and see those created by classes from the other four high schools in our Board in
consultation with an elementary school class. A lot of the students received compliments for their apps,
and many enjoyed showing theirs off. Students also used the time to talk to students from the other
high schools to see what they had developed.
As a teacher, I was very pleased to have had my class selected to be a part of Apps4Learning, and I
enjoyed working not only with my students but also with the students from St. Joe's on this project.
Students enjoyed the real world experience and got an opportunity to work as part of a team to
create a finished product. They got to deal with decision making, concensus building, compromise, and
dealing with limitations with hardware, software, resources, and time.

It took a lot of people to put the
Apps4Learning program together, we thank Mr.
Rob Holowack from the Board Office for all his
work, as well as the Business & Education
Partnership and Junior Achievement for their
time, resources and support. And finally, a big
thank you to the LiveApp team for donating
space on their server for our projects!
If you want to see our apps (on Blackberry,
Android, and Apple devices) click here.

ACTIVE and Community
Living

St. Benedict Grade 11 students and St. Joe's grade 6
students pose for a group photo at the Apps4Learning
launch party.

BY MR. B. BRIERE
Items wanted!
Christmas Cards

Please keep your used or new unwanted

Used Uniforms
Our reserve of used uniforms is running

Christmas cards and envelopes. We can reuse

low. If you have any outgrown or unwanted

them for future projects in class. Drop them in

uniforms, please drop them into the main office

room 213 or put them in Mr. Briere's mailbox.

or 213.

Check out our webpage for items wanted, used items available, used uniforms and services
provided.

Waterloo Catholic Skills Competition
BY MR. N. CALHOUN

Registration is now open to students for the Waterloo Catholic Skills Competition!
As you may know, these competitions are an excellent way for students to gain experience and
knowledge, develop their skills, open doors for their future as well as making note of the experience on
their Resume.
We need your help! Presently, we are third last in the board for registers. Now that we are back from
break, it is time to boost up our numbers.
Below is a list of competitions. Our first set of competitions will be held over the period of March
30- April 2, 2015 (Registration closes on March 12, 2015). These will then be followed by the provincial
Competition, which will be held in May, 2015.

We are looking for competitors! If you would like to participate, or know someone that would be an
excellent competitor, let us know (neil.calhoun@wcdsb.ca). We will do our best to match them up with a
qualified mentor at our school.
For more information, please visit www.skillswaterloo.ca

Competitions
2D Character Animation

Culinary Arts

Job Interview

(Team of 2)

Electronics

Photography

3D Character Animation

Graphic Design (Studio

Prepared Speech

(Team of 2)

Production)

Restaurant Service

Architectural Design and

Hairstyling

Small Powered Equipment

Technology

Home & Team Build (Team of

TV & Video Production (Team

Auto Service Technology

4)

of 2)

Baking

Horticulture and Landscaping Welding

Cabinetmaking

(Team of 2)

* Note (These options may

Carpentry (Individual)

IT Office Software

vary depending on qualified

Carpentry (Team of 2)

Applications

mentors)

In the past we have had great success in the Skills competitions. These are just a few examples of
recent competitors from Bennie's:

Regional:
2014 – A total of 14 St. Benedict's students participated with a total of 4 medals won
2013 – A total of 18 St. Benedict's students participated with a total of 8 medals won
2012 – A total of 23 St. Benedict's students participated with a total of 13 medals won

Provincial:
2014 – 27 competitors from our school board advanced to Provincial Competition held in Waterloo
at RIM Park, including 3 St. Benedict’s: Barrett Lawless in the Individual Carpentry; Patrick Clarke –
Precision Machining ; Zachary Amaral – Restaurant Service
2013 – 35 competitors from WCDSB advanced to Provincials, including 1 St. Benedict’s: Kennedy
Baker – Restaurant Service
2012 – 27 competitors from our board advanced to Provincials, including 5 St. Benedict students:
Mike Pinke – Culinary Arts; Vaughn Hilts – IT Network Competition; Olyvia Pease – Restaurant Service;
Madison Demarte – TV Video Production; Tiffany Pacheco – TV Video Production

Math Contest opportunity
BY MISS C. STOCKIE

The University of Winsor Math League Contest will be held on Thursday, January 15, in the room
306 during Period 1. Please, register with Dr. Chernysh or Ms. Stockie in the Math Office or in room
309. This is a free event!

Athletics

Senior Girls inish 2014 with win
BY MRS. P. KLASSEN

CONGRATULATIONS to the Senior Girls Volleyball Team, who
recorded their first victory in league play with a convincing 3 – 0
win over the Mustangs from Doyle. The victory was a total team
effort with everyone contributing to the end result and the girls
should be commended for their hard work, team work and positive
attitude.

Jr. Boys basketball

St. David 60, Saints 47
St. Mary's 54, Saints 49
Saints 56, Rockway 32
Saints 44, Msgr. Doyle 22

Girls' Hockey
BY MRS. L. O'NEILL

The Girls' Hockey team competed in their first tournament of
the year. The girls turned out a very good effort, but fell short of
making the championship.
Player of the games were: Megan Brown, Emily Kovac, Kayley

Sr. Boys basketball

Saints 64, St. David 47
St. Mary's 69, Saints 54
Saints 80, Rockway 38
Saints 55, Msgr. Doyle 46

Cabral and Hayley Hanson.
Goals were scored by Hayley Hanson and Kathryn Staples.
Thanks to our goalies Dekota Spore and Emily Kovac who
worked extra hard.
The girls will be back in action in March.
We are also looking for any junior aged players (grades 9 and
10) that would be interested in a 1 day tournament (Date tba).
Please see Mrs. O'Neill if you are interested in this opportunity.

Jr. Girls volleyball

Saints 3, Woodland 0
Saints 3, ES Pere-Rene 0
Saints 3, Rockway 0
Saints 3, Msgr. Doyle 1

Sr. Girls volleyball

Woodland 3, Saints 0
ES Pere-Rene 3, Saints 1
Rockway 3, Saints 2
Saints 3, Msgr. Doyle 0

Saints Invitational a success
The 27th Annual Saints Invitational Basketball tournament was a huge success over this past
weekend with forty teams playing off for the senior and junior championship.
Congrats to the Junior Boys team for making it to the final and playing an amazing game. They lost
to the Notre Dame Fighting Irish from Burlington 66-47.
On the senior side, the final game saw the
St. Francis Phoenix from St. Catharines beat
the d'Youville Panthers 71-60.
The tournament committee would like to
thank all its volunteers, as well as all the staff
and students for making it such a great event.
You truly made each athlete and visitor feel
welcome and have a positive, memorable,
experience here at the school. Thank you as
well to all our spectators who supported the
teams throughout the tournament.
See all the scores and results on the Saints
Invitational Tournament website.

Stay up to date with
District 8 Sports

Now receive sports updates in your email or on your
mobile device!
The new District 8 website now allows you to
sign up themselves for nightly e-mail updates. You
can select the school (or schools) you want to follow,
and all the sports results will be sent to your email
address.
The service is free. Sign up by following this link.

Senior Boys basketball
BY MR. J. MALNERICH

The Senior Boys basketball team resumed League play Monday night defeating St. David 64 to 47.
They are now 6 and 2 and hold down second place, Their next home game is this Wednesday at 3pm as
they host the Celtics again.

Clubs

Fresh Club
The Fresh Club will be meeting for the last time of semester one this Friday at lunch in the room
across from the skybox. There will be healthy and yummy snacks to share -- please feel free to bring
some, too!

Doctor Who Club
Attention Doctor Who Club members: the last meeting of semester one takes place this Friday, after
school, in 226; there will be a break for exams, and meetings will resume at the start of semester two.

Student Activities

The Arts

Other News

Upcoming Events
Thursday, January 15

10:45am Lost Club
10:45am Puzzles club
10:45am Making a Difference Club
10:45am Accepting Differences club
2:10pm Games Club
2:15pm Seams Sew Easy
2:15pm Girls Workout Club
2:15pm Math Club
2:20pm Jazz Band
6:30pm Grade 8 Parent Night
7:00pm Cookies 'n' Cram - LINK study event for Gr. 9

Thursday, January 29

8:30am Credit rescue (if needed)

Friday, January 30

Professional Activity Day

Monday, February 2

Semester 2 starts
10:45am Benny's Press Team meeting
10:45am Because I Am Girl
2:15pm Fitness Club
2:20pm Concert Band

Friday, January 16

10:45am Star Trek Club
10:45am Programmers club
10:45am United Cultures
10:45am Fresh Club
2:15pm Doctor Who Video Club

Monday, January 19

10:45am Benny's Press Team meeting
10:45am Because I Am Girl

Did you know?
There are over 1,200 entries on
our school calendar on the
website!

2:15pm Fitness Club
2:20pm Concert Band

Tuesday, January 20

10:45am Arts Council meeting
10:45am Seams Sew Easy
10:45am DECA Business Club
2:15pm Fitness Club
Locker Cleanout

Wednesday, January 21

10:45am Lost Club
10:45am Millionaires club
10:45am MC Crew
2:15pm Fitness Club
2:15pm Camera club
2:25pm Yearbook Club

Thursday, January 22

10:45am Lost Club
10:45am Puzzles club
10:45am Making a Difference Club
2:10pm Games Club
2:15pm Girls Workout Club
2:15pm Math Club
2:20pm Jazz Band
7:00pm School Council * CORRECTED DATE *

This means plenty of opportunities for
your son or daughter to get involved!
Check the calendar on our website for more
information. New information is always being
added, and more detailed information about
upcoming events can be found there. To see the
full calendar, go to

Events.

Benny's News ▶ Calendar of

Keep up with what's
happening at St.
Benedict's using your
cell phone

Friday, January 23

8:10am Period 1 final evaluation

Monday, January 26

8:10am Period 2 final evaluation

Tuesday, January 27

11:30am Period 3 final evaluation

Wednesday, January 28

8:10am Period 4 final evaluation
BENN Newsletter release

Visit stbenedict.wcdsb.ca/calendar.php
from your cell phone.
(Be sure to bookmark it!)

Miscellaneous

We want to know...
Thank you to those who have taken time to provide us with feedback. Your opinions are important to
us! Please email us with your comments and suggestions. If you like our newsletter, tell others; if you
don't like it, tell us!
Check out our school website at http://stbenedict.wcdsb.ca for news and
information updates.

