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Administrative

A Christmas message from Administration
Continued from above

The outpouring of support for families in need as well as our response to the Syrian families
arriving to Canada was outstanding. We held a civvies day on Tuesday, December 15th to help
support/sponsor a Syrian family and we raised $1900. Truly amazing!!

We genuinely hope that you take time to enjoy the holiday season with your family. Sometimes, it
can be a very exciting but hectic time of year and we need to remember to slow down and relax.

A quote to think about:

May you have the gladness of the Christmas season which is hope; The spirit of the

Christmas season which is peace; The heart of the Christmas season which is love.

Wishing all of our families a wonderful Christmas and all the best for 2016.
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A Christmas message
from Administration

December has quickly arrived and along with it the season of
hope and joy. It is a time for us to explain to our students that the
true gift of the Christmas season is giving and caring for others. It
is a perfect time to stress with the entire school community to role-
model and express the following: being kind, compassionate,
showing you care, expressing gratitude, forgiving others and
helping those in need.

Helping people in need was certainly expressed through the
tremendous efforts of the Christmas Basket and the Christmas
Stocking campaigns we celebrated on Friday, December 11th in our
advent assembly.

Continued...

Benny's in the Local Media
THE RECORD: Saints top Celtics to remain perfect 
THE RECORD: Animator from Cambridge happy to work for Pean…
CAMBRIDGE TIMES: Cambridge illustrator goes from doodles to …
CAMBRIDGE TIMES: Saints rein in Mustangs
CAMBRIDGE TIMES: Act of friendship among competitors goes v…
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St. Benedict Heart of the Community Phase Two
Expansion Recreation Space Survey
BY ST. BENEDICT ADMINISTRATION

At St. Benedict's we believe it is important that we contribute to building a strong, vibrant, and
healthy community. We have received support from the Hallman Foundation to expand the recreation
space at the corner of Saginaw Parkway and Franklin Boulevard to better meet the needs of the people
who live in our community.

The goal of this project is to improve recreation opportunities for children and youth 0 to 16 years
by offering a place that people of all ages can enjoy. In addition to an onsite public library, we currently
have a large field, multi-lane track, and outdoor adult fitness stations.

We would like to hear from you about what else we should include in this space when we build it in
the fall of 2016. Below are some examples of elements that we are considering including in this phase
of the project. You can access the survey by clicking here.

If you have any questions about this survey or the project, please contact Dan Witt, Principal of St.
Benedict by e-mail at: dan.witt@wcdsb.ca or by phone at 519-621-4050.

News from the Guidance Department
BY MRS. P. KLASSEN

The Application Deadline for University and College is approaching
quickly!

Grade 12 students who are planning to apply to either college or university for the 2016 – 2017
academic year are reminded that the application deadline is quickly approaching. Please note the
following:

http://goo.gl/forms/2mdLsqs6j3
mailto:dan.witt@wcdsb.ca?subject=Recreation%20Space


University applications are due January 13, 2016. Students need a PIN number to apply. These
numbers are available for pick-up in the guidance office.
College applications are due February 1, 2016.
Apply early and avoid the stress of last minute on-line delays. Both the OUAC and OCAS sites
become overloaded the closer it gets to the deadline date.
Complete your Community Service Hours as soon as possible.
Review your semester two timetable if you think that you need to make any changes.
Information regarding university programs can be found at www.electronicinfo.com and at
www.ontariocolleges.ca for college programs

Christmas Volunteer Opportunity
The Salvation Army raises funds during the Christmas Season to provide Christmas hampers, toys,

food and clothing, as well as year round assistance and support for children and families in need. They
are currently seeking volunteers to help with their “Christmas Kettle Campaign” in the days leading up
to Christmas. Interested volunteers should be in grade 11 or 12 and familiar with the work and
programs of the Salvation Army. Please contact Major Harvey Canning, Christmas Kettle Coordinator at
226-789-1193 for more information.

Grade 8 Parent Night
Our Grade 8 Parent Night will be held on Thursday, January 14, 2016 from 6:30 – 8:30 PM. The

evening will begin with an information session in the gymnasium followed by an open house. Many
areas of our school will be open for viewing and information about all of the wonderful things that our
school has to offer. Please pass this message along to any neighbours in the community that have a
student who is scheduled to begin high school in September, 2016. All Grade 8 students and their
parents, regardless of where they are currently attending school are welcome to join us that evening.

Young Women in Public Affairs Award
The Zonta Club of Kitchener-Waterloo is pleased to announce that it will again be offering the Zonta

sponsored “Young Women in Public Affairs Award.” This award recognizes young women enrolled in
high school, college or university who are committed to leadership in community organizations, both
locally and globally and encourages women to pursue careers in government, public policy and
community organizations. Applicants must be between the ages of 16 – 19 years of age, show an active
commitment to volunteerism, have experience in local or student government and knowledge of Zonta
and their international mission of empowering women worldwide through service and advocacy. For
more information and to download an application, visit www.zonta.org/YWPAaward or contact Mrs.
Klassen in guidance. Applications must be received by February 8, 2016.

Course Changes for Second Semester
The month of January is a great time for students who are considering a course change for second

semester to see their guidance counsellor to discuss this. All timetable changes must be approved by a
parent or guardian. Your support in encouraging your sons and daughters to follow protocol is much
appreciated by our department.

Summer Employment Opportunities
1. The City of Cambridge is hiring interested and enthusiastic people to fill a variety of summer

positions. Summer jobs with the city offer opportunities to meet new people, learn new skills,
develop leadership skills, work in a safe environment, be part of a team while contributing to



This poll is closed.

Christmas
It's going to be a white green
Christmas and I'm...

... okay with that 11

... wishing for a miracle snowfall 13

... going to be away so it
doesn't matter

3

your community, as well as a chance to have some fun. Positions are available in aquatics, arts
and culture, playgrounds and summer camps, inclusion services and general labour. For more
information and to apply, check out www.cambridge.ca/studentssummerjobs

2. G.B. Catering is looking for 150 people to work in summer camp kitchens across Ontario. What
are they looking for? Quick learners, hard-workers, fun-lovers, easy-goers …..with enthusiasm! If
you are ready to work and play hard, this job could be for you. The company, based in Huntsville,
Ontario, hires for 20 locations across the province. Check out www.gb.on.ca

Do you need help coping with the holidays?
Christmas is a time for family and a time for joy and celebration. It can also be a very stressful time

for families with limited resources. Various outreach programs can link families with a variety of financial
and food supports, grief and coping supports and subsidies for recreation programs. For more
information, contact the Community Outreach Worker closest to you.

Phone Numbers
Kids Help Phone: 1-800-668-6868
Here 24 Seven (Crisis Line): 1-844-437-3247 (local and will link family with local services)
Front Door number (519) 749-2932 with information that they have walk-in support available

Thursday’s at 1145 Concession Rd (Langs) between 10:30 and 4:30
Safe Haven Shelter (519) 749-1450
Family Counselling Centre of Cambridge and North Dumfries (519) 621-5090; walk-in support

Thursday’s 12-6pm (if they use FCCCND vs KW counselling, they may be able to link with free ongoing
counselling at community centre)

Websites
www.kidshelphone.ca - (24/7 online counselling service)
www.yourlifecounts.ca - (24/7 online counselling service)
www.mindyourmind.ca - (info & tools to help manage stress & anxiety)

GRAD PHOTOS!
Grad Photos will be taking place from

January 4th until January 15th

Any Grade 12 student interested in purchasing a
graduation portrait package or wanting to be part of the
Graduating Class of 2015 composite photo must book
an appointment online at www.lifetouch.ca/wwgrads.
There are limited appointments, so book early so you're
not disappointed. For more information, pick up a
brochure from the Main Office.

Breakfast Club

http://www.lifetouch.ca/wwgrads


Several of our International students enjoyed
breakfast at Breakfast Club last week.

BY MRS. L . TEMPLE

Every Wednesday and Friday students can have a
hot breakfast courtesy of Nutrition for Learning and
generous staff support.

Our International students love this opportunity
and enjoy not only the food, but the chance to hang
out, chance and build community.

Come on out to participate in breakfast club each
Wednesday or Friday or see how you can help our
donate by contacting Danielle Trentini, Pat Klassen,
Cindy Penner or Lisa Kukwa.

Semester 1 Final Evaluation Schedule
January 2016

All courses (except those listed below) will have a 75 minute Final Evaluation taking place on
January 27, 28, 29 or February 1.

Students who meet the following criteria will not be required to attend any Credit Rescue sessions:
a) have achieved a passing grade;
b) have submitted all summative activities; and
c) have completed all components of their final culminating activity
Students who do not meet the above criteria will be required to attend Credit Rescue as outlined

by your teacher.
The following courses will have a 2 hour Final Evaluation taking place on January 23, 26, 27 or 28

as per the schedule below:
Business: Analyzing Current Economic Issues CIA4U, Introduction to Financial Accounting BAF3M,

Principals of Financial Accounting BAT4M
Communications - English/French: Grade 11 & 12 University English ENG3U, 4U; Grade 11 & 12

College English ENG3C, 4C; Grade 12 University Writer’s Craft EWC4U; Grade 12 University English
Literature Studies ETS4U; Grade 11 and 12 University Core French FSF3U & FSF4U

Geography: Physical Geography CGF3M, The Environment & Resource Management CGR4M,
Canadian & World Issues CGW4U

History: American History CHA3U, World History CHW3M, Canadian History CHI4U, World History
CHY4U & CHY4C, Understanding Canadian Law CLU3M,Cdn and International Law CLN4U

Math: All Grade 10 Academic 2D; All Grade 11 & 12 University 3U, 4U; Grade 11 University/College
3M, Grade 12 College Technology MCT4C

Physical Education: Grade 12 University Exercise Science PSE4U
Religion: Grade 11 University/College World Religions HRT3M; Grade 12 University/College

Church & Culture HRE4M
Science: All Grade 9 & 10 Academic 1D, 2D; All Grade 11 & 12 College 3C, 4C; Grade 11

University/College 3M; Grade 11 & 12 University 3U, 4U
Social Sciences: Intro. To Anthropology HSP3M, Ind. & Families in a Diverse Society HHS4M,

Challenge & Change in Society HSB4M

January 27
8:10 – 10:10: 75 minute or 2 hour exam for Period 1 class
Bus Pickup 10:30 AM

January 28



8:10 – 10:10: 75 minute or 2 hour exam for Period 2 class
Bus Pickup 10:30 AM

January 29
Bus pickups in the morning will be 3 hours and 15 minutes later than the regularly scheduled

pickup.

11:30 – 1:30: 75 minute or 2 hour exam for Period 3 class
Bus Pickup 2:00 PM

February 1
8:10 – 10:10: 75 minute or 2 hour exam for Period 4 class
Bus Pickup 10:30 AM

February 2
8:30 Credit Rescue as arranged by teacher and student

Teachers will offer informal Credit Rescue on a needs basis on any exam days.

Notes: 
1. All students are expected to be in full uniform during Final Evaluation and Credit Rescue
classes. 
2. This schedule could change in the event of a school bus cancellation or school closure.



Classrooms are 
No Phone Zones!



Enriching the Lives
of Students

BY MRS. D. WITTMANN

There many opportunities for students to enhance
their learning experience: Enrichment courses,
LEAP, OYAP, UCEP, Co-op, Home Build, SHSM, and
Skills Canada. Visit the Enrichment blog for
information on all these opportunities. The Blogroll
contains a plethora of learning enhancements. To
learn more about what we offer, click the link.
Enrichment@St.Benedict blog.

English 
Corner
BY MRS. D. WITTMANN

To receive an Ontario Secondary School Diploma
(OSSD) each student must obtain 4 credits in
English (1 credit per grade). Visit the English
blog to read the course offerings provided by
the Saint Benedict English Department. The
Blogroll has great resources for both students
and parents. Enjoy! 
English@St.Benedict blog.

Classrooms are for learning. The
use of cell phones is not permitted in
class. Parents, if you need to get in
touch with your son or daughter, please
call the school office and we will
contact your child.

Students, don’t let your cell phone
become a distraction to your learning.
Many teachers are integrating this
technology into their classroom
activities, but when it is not part of the
learning phones should be away.

Who is your administrator?
The administrative contact for your son or daughter
is based on your last name: 
A to G: Mr. Sauve 
H to N: Mr. Jaeger 
O to Z: Mrs. Temple 
As always, feel free to contact our principal, Mr. Witt.

Food Allergy Alert!
We have a number of students and staff in the St.

Benedict community with severe life-threatening food
allergies, particularly related to peanuts and nuts
(anaphylaxis). This is a medical condition that causes a
severe allergic reaction to specific foods and can result in
death within minutes. If you child brings their lunch with
them to school, please ensure that it is free from peanuts
and nut products.

If you have any questions or concerns please contact
your child's administrator.

Academics

Saints impress at Model UN Conference
BY MR. R. MARTINELLO

On Friday, December 11, six of our students: participated in a Model UN Conference at the Center
for International Governance Innovation CIGI). This conference was a county wide affair held for the first

http://enrichmentatstbenedict.wordpress.com/
http://englishatstbenedict.wordpress.com/
mailto:Mark.Sauve@wcdsb.ca
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Jr. Boys basketball

Saints 59, Msgr. Doyle 35 
Saints 57, Woodland CHS 24 

Saints 41, St. David 34 
Saints 53, Rockway MC 26 

Sr. Boys basketball

Saints 61, Msgr. Doyle 46 
Saints 79, Woodland CHS 19 

Saints 70, St. David 44 
Saints 90, Rockway MC 45 

Jr. Girls volleyball

Saints 3, Msgr. Doyle 1 
Saints 3, Woodland CHS 0 

Saints 3, St. David 2 
Saints 3, ES Pere-Rene 2 
Saints 3, Rockway MC 1 

time by CIGI. This was our first UN conference for our fledgling group. The following students took part:
Noah Guerin, Jason He, Tiana Thomas, Alaina Hansen, Natalie Davidson and Matthew Readman.

The delegates from St. Benedict were organized into three separate councils: the General Assembly,
the Human Rights Council and the Security Council. Each council looked at separate issues. The issue of
Climate Change was debated in the General Assembly, the Syrian Refugee Crisis was debated in the
Human Rights Council and Nuclear Non-Proliferation was debated in the Security Council.

Special congratulations go to Tiana Thomas who was identified by the organizers to be the most
diplomatic representative in the Human Rights Council.

Further Tiana, Noah Guerin and Matthew Readman so impressed the organizers that they have been
invited to participate in a Model UN simulation in Ottawa. Congratulations go to all of our student
delegates who now look forward to our next Model UN.

  

Athletics

Varsity Boys Hockey
BY MR. N. O'CONNOR

The Varsity Boys Hockey Team won their first game of the
season defeating St. Mary's 5 to 3. Ryan Frost led the charge with
two goals. Kris Hopper, Derek Hopper and Ryan Meisner also scored
while Hunter Price got the win in net.

The team improved to 2 and 0 by defeating Monsignor Doyle 6
- 3. Tyler Desousa recorded the win in net. Kris Hopper scored two
goals along with individual goal scorers Ryan Frost, Riley Baxter,
Brayden Sullivan and Jacob Lewis.

Senior Girls Volleyball
BY MS. O'BRIEN

The Sr. Girls Volleyball Team played at Monsignor Doyle last
week, beating the Mustangs 3 games to 0 in a well played game!
Congratulations players on your hard work and great strategic
plays.



Sr. Girls volleyball

Saints 3, Msgr. Doyle 1 
Woodland CHS 3, Saints 1 

Saints 3, St. David 0 
Saints 3, ES Pere-Rene 0 
Saints 3, Rockway MC 0 

Sr. Boys hockey

Saints 6, Msgr. Doyle 3 
St. David 2, Saints 0 

Resurrection 4, Saints 2 

Stay up to date with District 8
Sports
Now receive sports updates in your email or on your mobile

device!

The new District 8 website now allows you to sign up for
nightly e-mail updates. You can select the school (or schools) you
want to follow, and all the sports results will be sent to your email
address.

The service is free. Sign up by following this link.

The girls followed this win with a full day tournament last Friday
and a full 4 set game against Woodland Christian. The players won
a set last night by calling strong plays, watching for where their
players were on the court and playing into each others strengths!
Way to go Volleyball players! Your hard work is paying off! See you
at the home game on Wednesday at 3pm against St. David.

Juenior Girls Volleyball
BY MS. J. BIRCH

The Junior Girls volleyball
team got a win against Monsignor
Doyle last week. It was a full team
effort as the girls took the match
in 4 sets!

The girls went on to beat a
strong team from Woodland
Christian. The team fought hard
to take the win in three sets.
Come watch the girls take on St.
David's on Wednesday at home.

Clubs

Giving Back Club
BY MS. M. TAPPER

The "Giving Back Club" was started by 3 grade 12 students who felt very strongly about giving back
to both the school and greater community. They already have their volunteer hours, but felt that their
peers needed a place to be able to go, within the school community, to find opportunities available to
them. They also thought that if there were group opportunities to volunteer at, that some students
would feel more comfortable.

They also knew many students who enjoy volunteering and wanted to make it a larger part of St.
Benedict's school culture. The students contact organizations and research community events, get
information and then try to match students with an activity/area they have expressed interest in.

They meet every Wednesday in room 303 at lunch to find out the weekly/monthy opportunities
available to them to sign up for. We will also have a Facebook page that students can check for updated
information and opportunities available to them. You can also follow us on Twitter at @sbcssgivingback.

Student Activities

The Arts

http://www.district8.ca/
http://district8.ca/admin/emailSignUp.php


Other News

Parish Connections

St. Mary of the Visitation Parish
16 Cooper Street, Cambridge (Hespeler), Ontario, N3C 2N2.
Telephone: (519) 658‐4443.

CHRISTMAS SEASON MASSES

Christmas Eve: Thursday, December 24th 
5:00 p.m. - Family Mass with Pageant 
7:00 p.m. - Family Mass with Youth Choir 
Midnight - Solemn Mass of Christmas 
· Lots of Additional Parking at WD Johnson Centre for all our Masses 

Christmas Day: Friday, December 25th 
8:00 a.m.- Mass of Christmas Day 
10:00 a.m. - Mass of Christmas Day 

Feast of the Holy Family 
Saturday, December 27 at 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday, December 28 
at 8:00 a.m., 9:30 a.m. and 11:30a.m. 

Solemnity of Mary the Mother of God 
Thursday, December 31, 2015 at 5:00 p.m. 
Friday, January 1, 2016 
at 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 

Check for details at our website: www.stmaryhespeler.ca 

http://www.stmaryhespeler.ca/


Wednesday, December 16 
2:10pm Yearbook Team 
2:10pm Camera Club 
2:15pm Show Choir 
3:00pm Jr. Boys Basketball vs St. Mary's HS 
3:30pm Jr. Girls Volleyball @ St. Mary's HS 
3:30pm Sr. Girls Volleyball @ St. Mary's HS 
4:30pm Sr. Boys Basketball vs St. Mary's HS 
7:00pm Wintesong 
BENN Newsletter release 

Thursday, December 17 
10:40am Robotics Club 
10:45am DECA meeting 
2:00pm Sr. Boys Hockey vs St. Mary's HS 
2:10pm Rock Climbing Club
2:15pm Seams Sew Easy Club 
2:15pm Games Club 

Friday, January 8 
8:00am Wrestling District 8 Tournament 
10:40am Star Trek Club 
10:40am United Cultures 
10:40am Puzzles Club 
10:45am Programmers Club 
2:15pm Dr. Who club 
Graduation photos 
Saints Invitational Basketball Tournament 

Saturday, January 9 
Saints Invitational Basketball Tournament 

Monday, January 11 
10:40am Robotics Club 
2:15pm Concert Band 
3:00pm Jr. Girls Volleyball @ Resurrection CSS 
3:00pm Sr. Boys Basketball vs Resurrection CSS 

Upcoming Events



2:15pm Jazz Band 
4:00pm Midget Boys Basketball @ St. Mary's HS 
5:00pm Midget Boys Basketball @ Resurrection CSS 
6:00pm Badminton Club 

Friday, December 18 
10:40am Star Trek Club 
10:40am United Cultures 
10:40am Puzzles Club 
10:45am Programmers Club 
2:15pm Dr. Who club 
Christmas Assembly 

Sunday, December 20 
3:00pm Jr. Boys Basketball vs Monsignor Doyle CSS 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Monday, December 21 
Winter solstice 
Christmas break begins 

Thursday, December 24 
Christmas Eve 

Friday, December 25 
Christmas 

Thursday, December 31 
New Year's eve 

Friday, January 1 
New Year's 

Monday, January 4 
10:40am Robotics Club 
2:15pm Concert Band 
3:00pm Jr. Girls Volleyball vs Woodland Christian HS 
3:00pm Sr. Girls Volleyball vs Woodland Christian HS 
School reopens, regular classes 
Graduation photos 

Tuesday, January 5 
10:40am Arts Council 
10:40am Mock United Nations 
10:40am Accepting Differences Club 
10:45am Games Club 
10:45am DECA meeting 
10:45am E-Car club 
2:00pm Sr. Boys Hockey @ Monsignor Doyle CSS 
3:45pm Curling: St. Benedict's (Boys) vs St. Mary's
(Girls) 
3:45pm Curling: St. Benedict's (Girls) vs St. Mary's
(Boys) 
Graduation photos 

Wednesday, January 6 
10:40am Fresh Club 
10:40am Cosmo Club 
10:40am Guitar Club 
10:45am Financial Club 
10:45am E-Car club 
1:00pm Swimming: Mini-Meet #3  
2:10pm Yearbook Team 
2:10pm Camera Club 
2:15pm Show Choir 
3:00pm Jr. Girls Volleyball vs ES Père-René-de-Galinée 
3:00pm Sr. Boys Basketball @ ES Père-René-de-
Galinée 
3:00pm Sr. Girls Volleyball vs ES Père-René-de-

3:00pm Sr. Girls Volleyball @ Resurrection CSS 
4:30pm Jr. Boys Basketball vs Resurrection CSS 
Graduation photos 

Tuesday, January 12 
10:40am Arts Council 
10:40am Mock United Nations 
10:40am Accepting Differences Club 
10:45am Games Club 
10:45am DECA meeting 
10:45am E-Car club 
2:00pm Sr. Boys Hockey vs Resurrection CSS 
3:45pm Curling: St. Benedict's (Boys) vs St. Benedict's
(Girls) 
Graduation photos 

Wednesday, January 13 
10:40am Fresh Club 
10:40am Cosmo Club 
10:40am Guitar Club 
10:45am Financial Club 
10:45am E-Car club 
11:30am Swimming: District 8 Championship 
2:10pm Yearbook Team 
2:10pm Camera Club 
2:15pm Show Choir 
3:00pm Jr. Boys Basketball @ Monsignor Doyle CSS 
3:30pm Jr. Girls Volleyball @ Rockway MC 
3:30pm Sr. Girls Volleyball @ Rockway MC 
4:30pm Sr. Boys Basketball @ Monsignor Doyle CSS 
Graduation photos 
BENN Newsletter release 

Thursday, January 14 
8:00am Wrestling District 8 Championships 
10:40am Robotics Club 
10:40am Giving Back Club 
10:45am DECA meeting 
2:15pm Seams Sew Easy Club 
2:15pm Games Club 
2:15pm Jazz Band 
3:00pm Midget Boys Basketball @ St. David CSS 
4:00pm Midget Boys Basketball vs Resurrection CSS 
6:00pm Badminton Club 
7:00pm Grade 9 Parent night 
7:00pm Cookies 'n' Cram Grade 9 LINK event 
Graduation photos 

To see the full calendar, go to Benny's News ▶
Calendar of Events. 

Keep up with what's
happening at St.

Benedict's using your
cell phone



Galinée 
Graduation photos 

Thursday, January 7 
10:40am Robotics Club 
10:40am Giving Back Club 
10:45am DECA meeting 
2:15pm Seams Sew Easy Club 
2:15pm Games Club 
2:15pm Jazz Band 
2:30pm Sr. Boys Hockey @ St. David CSS 
6:00pm Badminton Club 
Graduation photos 

  
Visit stbenedict.wcdsb.ca/calendar.php

from your cell phone.
(Be sure to bookmark it!)

Miscellaneous

We want to know...
Thank you to those who have taken time to provide us with feedback. Your opinions are important to
us! Please email us with your comments and suggestions. If you like our newsletter, tell others; if you
don't like it, tell us! 

Check out our school website at http://stbenedict.wcdsb.ca for news and
information updates. 

http://stbenedict.wcdsb.ca/calendar.php
http://stbenedict.wcdsb.ca/calendar.php
mailto:Anton.Milardovic@wcdsb.ca?subject=BENN%20Newsletter
http://www.whatwg.org/specs/web-apps/current-work/multipage/
http://jigsaw.w3.org/css-validator/
http://stbenedict.wcdsb.ca/

