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What have you learned?
By the time our next issue of the BENN newsletter goes out, fourteen
days will pass. Perhaps the most important of those days will be that
fourteenth day, that Wednesday, which is the day of our first period
evaluation. By the time you receive your BENN newsletter that day, your
son or daughter will probably be breathing a sigh of relief and saying,
"one down, three to go".
School is more than just about learning and memorizing facts and
formulas. Life's lessons go beyond the textbook, beyond the white
board. As students journey through their educational life, we hope that
they learn more about life than just course notes. And this is one of the
places where I think we excel by making our school the

heart of the

community: Success for each – a place for all. As the semester winds
down, see what your son or daughter is up to at Bennie's outside of
classes, and if they are not involved, challenge them to do so!
The final evaluation is important—whether it takes the form of an
exam, an essay, or a presentation. And students should remember that
it's an opportunity for them to demonstrate what they've learned. We
hope that your son or daughter has much success during the final
evaluation period!
– Editor

BENN Staff
Mr. Anton Milardovic

Next Issue
January 27, 2016

Benny's in the Local Media

THE RECORD: St. Benedict basketball player tops list of weekly perfor…
THE RECORD: St. Benedict wins Saints Invitational
CAMBRIDGE TIMES: Hosts come out on top of Saints Invitational Bask…

Administrative

Semester 1 Final Evaluation Schedule
January 2016
All courses (except those listed below) will have a 75 minute Final Evaluation taking place on
January 27, 28, 29 or February 1.
Students who meet the following criteria will not be required to attend any Credit Rescue sessions:
a) have achieved a passing grade;
b) have submitted all summative activities; and
c) have completed all components of their final culminating activity

Students who do not meet the above criteria will be required to attend Credit Rescue as outlined
by your teacher.
The following courses will have a 2 hour Final Evaluation taking place on January 23, 26, 27 or 28
as per the schedule below:
Business: Analyzing Current Economic Issues CIA4U, Introduction to Financial Accounting BAF3M,
Principals of Financial Accounting BAT4M
Communications - English/French: Grade 11 & 12 University English ENG3U, 4U; Grade 11 & 12
College English ENG3C, 4C; Grade 12 University Writer’s Craft EWC4U; Grade 12 University English
Literature Studies ETS4U; Grade 11 and 12 University Core French FSF3U & FSF4U
Geography: Physical Geography CGF3M, The Environment & Resource Management CGR4M,
Canadian & World Issues CGW4U
History: American History CHA3U, World History CHW3M, Canadian History CHI4U, World History
CHY4U & CHY4C, Understanding Canadian Law CLU3M,Cdn and International Law CLN4U
Math: All Grade 10 Academic 2D; All Grade 11 & 12 University 3U, 4U; Grade 11 University/College
3M, Grade 12 College Technology MCT4C
Physical Education: Grade 12 University Exercise Science PSE4U
Religion: Grade 11 University/College World Religions HRT3M; Grade 12 University/College
Church & Culture HRE4M
Science: All Grade 9 & 10 Academic 1D, 2D; All Grade 11 & 12 College 3C, 4C; Grade 11
University/College 3M; Grade 11 & 12 University 3U, 4U
Social Sciences: Intro. To Anthropology HSP3M, Ind. & Families in a Diverse Society HHS4M,
Challenge & Change in Society HSB4M

January 27
8:10 – 10:10: 75 minute or 2 hour exam for Period 1 class
Bus Pickup 10:30 AM

January 28
8:10 – 10:10: 75 minute or 2 hour exam for Period 2 class
Bus Pickup 10:30 AM

January 29
8:10 – 10:10: 75 minute or 2 hour exam for Period 3 class
Bus Pickup 10:30 AM

February 1
8:10 – 10:10: 75 minute or 2 hour exam for Period 4 class
Bus Pickup 10:30 AM

February 2
8:30 Credit Rescue as arranged by teacher and student

Teachers will offer informal Credit Rescue on a needs basis on any exam days.

Notes:

1. All students are expected to be in full uniform during Final Evaluation and Credit Rescue
classes.
2. This schedule could change in the event of a school bus cancellation or school closure.

News from the Guidance Department
BY MRS. P. KLASSEN
Grade 8 Parent Night

Our Grade 8 Parent Night will be held

tomorrow night—Thursday, January 14, 2016—from 6:30 –

8:30 PM. The evening will begin with an information session in the gymnasium followed by an open

house. Many areas of our school will be open for viewing and information about all of the wonderful
things that our school has to offer. Please pass this message along to any neighbours in the community
that have a student who is scheduled to begin high school in September, 2016. All Grade 8 students
and their parents, regardless of where they are currently attending school are welcome to join us that
evening.

Young Women in Public Affairs Award
The Zonta Club of Kitchener-Waterloo is pleased to announce that
it will again be offering the Zonta sponsored “Young Women in Public
Affairs Award.” This award recognizes young women enrolled in high
school, college or university who are committed to leadership in

Interested in
Military Coop
Next Year?
Check out the

community organizations, both locally and globally and encourages

information posters in

women to pursue careers in government, public policy and community

guidance and the coop

organizations. Applicants must be between the ages of 16 – 19 years of

office.

age, show an active commitment to volunteerism, have experience in

Session is Wednesday,

local or student government and knowledge of Zonta and their

January 20 @ 7:00pm in

international mission of empowering women worldwide through service

Kitchener and you must

and advocacy. For more information and to download an application,

RSVP by Monday, January

visit www.zonta.org/YWPAaward or contact Mrs. Klassen in guidance.
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Applications must be received by February 8, 2016.

Course Changes for Second Semester
The month of January is a great time for students who are considering a course change for second
semester to see their guidance counsellor to discuss this. All timetable changes must be approved
by a parent or guardian. Your support in
encouraging your sons and daughters to follow

Follow Guidance updates information on our

protocol is much appreciated by our

Twitter feed, @SBENGuidance

department.

Attention all Grade Nine Students!
Nervous for your ﻐirst set of High School
Exams!?!
Need a little extra support from your friends here
at St. Benedicts!?!
Well...Have no FEAR!

Link Crew is proud to present the annual COOKIES N' CRAM event
on Thursday, January 14th from 6‐8pm located in the cafeteria.
Bring all of your notes, get helpful advice from Link Crew teachers,
and don't forget ‐ get a sneak peak of reviews from your classes!
Oh...and come eat some cookies! Yum!

Day‐Use Locker Phase out
BY ST. BENEDICT ADMINISTRATION

St. Benedict C.S.S. is phasing out the availability of day-use lockers near the Gym. All students with
contents in the day-use lockers are advised to move back to their assigned locker by the end of the
semester. Contents not removed will be relocated to the main office. Thank you.

Classrooms are
No Phone Zones!

Food Allergy Alert!
We have a number of students and staff in the St.
Benedict community with severe life-threatening food
allergies, particularly related to peanuts and nuts
Classrooms are for learning. The
use of cell phones is not permitted in
class. Parents, if you need to get in
touch with your son or daughter, please
call the school office and we will
contact your child.
Students, don’t let your cell phone
become a distraction to your learning.
Many teachers are integrating this
technology into their classroom
activities, but when it is not part of the
learning phones should be away.

(anaphylaxis). This is a medical condition that causes a
severe allergic reaction to specific foods and can result in
death within minutes. If you child brings their lunch with
them to school, please ensure that it is free from peanuts
and nut products.
If you have any questions or concerns please contact
your child's administrator.

Who is your administrator?
The administrative contact for your son or daughter is
based on your last name:
A to G: Mr. Sauve
H to N: Mr. Jaeger
O to Z: Mrs. Temple
As always, feel free to contact our principal, Mr. Witt.

Academics

Enriching the Lives
of Students

English
Corner

BY MRS. D. WITTMANN

BY MRS. D. WITTMANN

There many opportunities for students to enhance

To receive an Ontario Secondary School Diploma

their learning experience: Enrichment courses,

(OSSD) each student must obtain 4 credits in

LEAP, OYAP, UCEP, Co-op, Home Build, SHSM, and

English (1 credit per grade). Visit the English

Skills Canada. Visit the Enrichment blog for

blog to read the course offerings provided by

information on all these opportunities. The Blogroll

the Saint Benedict English Department. The

contains a plethora of learning enhancements. To

Blogroll has great resources for both students

learn more about what we offer, click the link.

and parents. Enjoy!

Enrichment@St.Benedict blog.

English@St.Benedict blog.

Pitch Day!
BY MRS. S. BEYERLE

Do you need a clever place to hide valuables right out in the open?
Do you want a speaker for your phone that doesn’t require electricity or rely on Bluetooth?

On January 12, Bennies sent 5 of its Brightest Business Brains to a Dragon’s Den-style product pitch
event at Communitech in Kitchener. A once-in-a-lifetime opportunity, these students from Mrs.
Beyerle’s Introduction to Business class got to pitch their product innovations to a panel of 3 successful
entrepreneurs.
First up was “Super Secret Storage”: a real book that’s been slightly weathered and worn, with a
hollowed-out centre where you can store your phone, some jewellery or other small items. Choose one
of their ready-made products, or send them the book you’d like them to augment for a custom order
that’ll fit it in perfectly with the other books you already have at home. So sneaky!
Next on the agenda was “Portable Speaker”. Beautifully handcrafted from solid wood, rest your
phone in it and play music while the acoustic features increase your phone’s volume significantly. No
electricity. No wifi. No Bluetooth. Plus, it sure looks nice! Bring it with you or set it up at home.
Students got valuable feedback on their pitch delivery, expert opinions on their product ideas and
advice on marketing, product enhancements and distribution that could help them start their own
businesses.
Huge thanks to the Business and Education Partnership of Waterloo Region for sponsoring the
event, and to the kind and gracious Mrs. Judy Carley from the school board office, who organized the
details!

Athletics

Junior Girls Volleyball staying
strong

BY MS. J. BIRCH
The Junior volleyball girls have had a string of successes over
the last few weeks. The girls have really proven themselves to
be worthy opponents and are working hard as a team.
Last Friday the team won second place in a Tournament at
Preston High School. Their only losses came against the eventual
champions and host team Preston Panthers. Congratulations to
Olivia Benzin, our team’s tournament MVP.
In regular
league play, the

January. Last
Monday they

Sr. Boys basketball

Saints 64, St. Mary's 55
Saints 74, Pere-Rene 28
Saints 66, Resurrection 51

Sr. Girls volleyball

defeated

St. Mary's 3, Saints 0
Woodland 3, Saints 1
Saints 3, Resurrection 0

Woodland in four
sets. It was a

Sr. Boys hockey

great team effort
that included
battling back to

24 to 19.

Jr. Boys basketball

St. Mary's 56, Saints 54
Resurrection 50, Saints 45

Saints 3, Woodland 1
Saints 3, Pere-Rene 1
Saints 3, Resurrection 0

3-0 to start

after being down

Saints 26, Resurrection 25

Jr. Girls volleyball

girls have been

win the third set

Midget Boys basketball

The girls are all smiles as they pose for a team photo
with their second place plaque.

Saints 6, Resurrection 4
Saints 11, St. Mary's 1
Saints 3, Msgr Doyle 1
St. David 3, Saints 3

They then went on to beat Pere Rene in four sets last Wednesday. Then, after the weekend
tournament at Preston High School, they moved into second place in league play with a win against
Resurrection. While getting off to a rocky start, the team persevered to win in three straight sets.
Thanks to all the fans, our scorekeepers and linespeople.

Saints swimmers savour
success
BY MR. S. LEHAN

The outstanding St. Benedict Swim team had
their 3rd swim meet last Wednesday. We won
best overall boys, best overall girls and best
overall school at the meet. Hopefully we can keep
up the winning streak next week at district 8.
Special shout outs go to Holland Rossetto, Jason
Gancena and Shaunna Walker-de Jong who all got
1st place in their categories.

Stay up to date with
District 8 Sports

Now receive sports updates in your email or on
your mobile device!
The new District 8 website now allows you to
sign up for nightly e-mail updates. You can select
the school (or schools) you want to follow, and all
the sports results will be sent to your email
address.
The service is free. Sign up by following this
link.

Senior Boys Basketball
BY MR. A. MILARDOVIC

To say that the past month has been a busy one for our senior boys basketball team is an
understatement. Over the last month, along with going 8-0 in regular league play, they also
participated in four tournaments.
In mid-December, the boys won the 37th Annual Chancellor Invitational Tournament in Hamilton.
They defeated John Paul II from London in the final 57 to 34. On the way to the final the Saints defeated
Brantford Assumption 59 to 22 and then Sarnia Northern 49 to 41. In the semi-final, the Saints knocked
off one of the best in Hamilton, St. Jean de Brebeuf 63 to 59. Zubair Seyed was named Tournament MVP
and Devante Douse was a first team all-star.
The following weekend they played in the University of Windsor Tournament, where they made it to
the final. In their first game of the tourney, the Saints beat Bishop Redding, currently ranked #7 in the
GTA, 61 to 39. Top scorers were Zubair Seyed with 25 and Justin Malnerich, Evan Rodenburg and Alex
Douglas with 9 points apiece. In semi-final action the Saints
To say that the past month has

beat Sarnia Northern 65 to 38. Top scorers were Evan

been a busy one for our senior

Rodenburg with 19 and Justin Malnerich with 16. In the

boys basketball team is an
understatement.

finals they faced a top 5 nationally ranked team in Father
Henry Carr, and ended up losing 70 to 43. Top scorers were
Lucas Cardoso with 12 points and Justin Malnerich with 9.

Christmas was no break for our b-ballers. The Saints travelled to the Surf 'n' Slam Classic Basketball
Tournament in San Diego to take on some tough American competition. The tournament featured 30
boys teams and 12 girls teams. St. Benedict put themselves in the top 8 bracket of the tournament to
see where they measured up. In their first game they faced 6'10" Junior USA National team player Jordan
Brown (and possible future NBA lottery pick) and his Woodcreek team from Sacramento. The Saints
trailed by 3 at half time but could not pull things out losing 63 to 52. In their second game they faced
two time defending tournament champions, Mission Bay from San Diego. The Saints trailed by 3 with
two minutes to go but some costly mistakes stopped the upset. They lost 54 to 45. In the third friendly
game they played Davis from Utah but came up short. Not only was this a great learning experience for
the boys as far as basketball goes, they were able to take in some sites and the culture of San Diego.

But alas, a return to Cambridge was necessary. Next contest: The Saints Invitational, on home court!
The Invitational, the 28th annual, was another great show of sportsmanship and determination, as 24
teams came to do battle on the hard court at either St. Benedict, Monsignor Doyle, or St. Mary's. With
teams from as far away as Timmins and Kingston, this tournament is one of the premier tournaments in
the province.
Our Saints first saw action Friday morning against the Bluevale Knights. The Knights did not get an
opportunity to mount much of an offense against the Saints, and fell 84-25 to the boys from Bennie's.
The second match for Bennie's was against the Ancaster Royals, who had earlier in the day beaten
Bluevale 66-22. While they did present the Saints with some tougher competition, the Saints won the
game 79-49, with Zubair Seyed getting 22 points. The two wins in the round robin portion of the
tournament gave the Saints first place in their pool.
In the quarter-finals, the Saints were to face off against John Paul II from London, the team they
beat in the final in Hamilton in December. It was a great game that showed the strength of both teams,
but in the end the Saints were again victorious, winning 46-33.
The Saints next faced Grand River in the semi-finals. The Renegades were a tough team, and by all
accounts this game was the toughest challenge for the Saints in the tournament. The game was close,
and in the end the Saints prevailed by a narrow margin, 56-53. The team was lead by Zubair Seyed—
who would eventually be declared the tournament MVP$mdash;with 22 points.
The final match-up was set. With the St. Roch Ravens from Brampton winning their semi-final game
versus the St. Joseph Jaguars from Mississauga by a score of 62-55, both teams were prepared for what
should be a close game.
The game was a see-saw battle at
the start, with St. Roch taking a 10-7
lead half way through the first
quarter, only to see the Saints go up
12-10 in less than a minute. Going
into the half, the Ravens took a 2423 lead with a buzzer-beating 3pointer.
The third quarter saw the Saints
take command of the court, and put
up an inpenetrable defensive wall.
The Saints outscored the Ravens 140 in the third quarter to take a
commanding 37-24 lead. The Ravens
retaliated by starting the fourth
quarter with four baskets, getting
within 5 points. This was as close as

The St. Benedict Saints Senor Basketball Team, and 28th Saints
Invitational Tournament champions.

they would get, as the teams
exchanged baskets, neither team capitalizing well on turnovers. But when all was said and done, the
Saints took the game 51-37 in front of a frenzied home crowd. Zubair Seyed once again took charge of
the Saints offense with 18 points.
Among the honours for Saints players, first team all-star selection went to Zubair Seyed and Evan
Rodenburg, and second team all-star selection went to Lucas Cardoso. Congratulations to the boys and
the coaches on a successful tournament, winning 5 games over the two days.
For details and highlights from the tournament, check out our Saints Invitational webpage, or follow
@SBCSSBasketball on Twitter.

Ladies only ﻐitness
Ladies only fitness resumes in the weight room today after school. Ladies only fitness will run every
Thursday after school in the weight room in second semester. Please see Mrs. O'Connor if you have any
questions.

Clubs

Ultimate Club
BY MR. N. BETIK

The Ultimate Frisbee Club will begin practices tomorrow- Wednesday, January 13th at lunch in the
gym. Come out and join this fast-paced and newly popular co-ed sport. Please bring your gym clothes
and athletic shoes to participate. We are particularly interested in grade 9 and 10 players! Please speak
to Mr. Betik, or Mr. Dufresne if you have any questions.
See you at lunch!

Student Activities
The Arts

Other News

The New Year provides a great opportunity to
refocus our lives.
Join us at St. Mary of the
Visitation during a special
message series “Your Move”
We will take time to discover
how Christ can help us
experience a clear vision for
our lives in 2016.
Saturday at 5:00pm; Sunday at
8:00am, 9:30am and 11:30am

(Children’s Ministry for those
Aged 2… all the way to Grade 4 at
our 9:30am and 11:30am Mass)

You are Welcome Here!
www.stmaryhespeler.ca

Upcoming Events
Wednesday, January 13

3:00pm Jr. Boys Basketball @ Monsignor Doyle CSS
3:30pm Jr. Girls Volleyball @ Rockway MC
3:30pm Sr. Girls Volleyball @ Rockway MC
4:30pm Sr. Boys Basketball @ Monsignor Doyle CSS
Graduation photos
BENN Newsletter release

Thursday, January 14

8:00am Wrestling District 8 Championships
10:40am Robotics Club
10:40am Giving Back Club
10:45am DECA meeting
2:15pm Seams Sew Easy Club
2:15pm Games Club
2:15pm Jazz Band
3:00pm Midget Boys Basketball @ St. David CSS
4:00pm Midget Boys Basketball vs Resurrection CSS
6:00pm Badminton Club * CANCELLED *
6:30pm Grade 8 Parent night
7:00pm Cookies 'n' Cram Grade 9 LINK event
Graduation photos

Friday, January 15

10:40am Star Trek Club
10:40am United Cultures
10:40am Puzzles Club
10:45am Programmers Club
2:15pm Dr. Who club
Graduation photos

Monday, January 18

10:40am Robotics Club
2:15pm Concert Band
3:00pm Jr. Girls Volleyball vs St. Mary's HS
3:00pm Sr. Girls Volleyball vs St. Mary's HS
3:30pm Sr. Boys Basketball @ St. Mary's HS
5:00pm Jr. Boys Basketball @ St. Mary's HS

Tuesday, January 19

10:40am Arts Council
10:40am Mock United Nations
10:40am Accepting Differences Club
10:45am Games Club
10:45am DECA meeting
10:45am E-Car club
3:45pm Curling: St. Mary's (Boys) vs St. Benedict's
(Boys)
3:45pm Curling: St. Mary's (Girls) vs St. Benedict's
(Girls)
EQAO Gr. 9 Math Assessment

Wednesday, January 20

10:40am Fresh Club
10:40am Cosmo Club
10:40am Guitar Club
10:45am Financial Club
10:45am E-Car club
2:10pm Yearbook Team
2:10pm Camera Club
2:15pm Show Choir
3:00pm Jr. Boys Basketball vs St. David CSS
3:00pm Jr. Girls Volleyball @ St. David CSS
3:00pm Sr. Girls Volleyball @ St. David CSS
4:30pm Sr. Boys Basketball vs St. David CSS
EQAO Gr. 9 Math Assessment

Wednesday, January 27

8:00am Final Evaluation - Period 1 (attendance
mandatory)
BENN Newsletter release

Thursday, January 28

8:00am Final Evaluation - period 2 (attendance
mandatory)
7:00pm School Council meeting

Friday, January 29

8:00am Final Evaluation - period 3 (attendance
mandatory)

Monday, February 1

8:00am Final Evaluation - period 4 (attendance
mandatory)

Tuesday, February 2

8:00am Final Evaluation day (if needed)
Groundhog Day

Wednesday, February 3

Professional Activity Day

Thursday, February 4

8:00am Semester 2 begins
10:40am Robotics Club
10:40am Giving Back Club
10:45am DECA meeting
2:15pm Seams Sew Easy Club
2:15pm Games Club
2:15pm Jazz Band
3:00pm Midget Boys Basketball vs St. David CSS
5:00pm Midget Boys Basketball vs St. Mary's HS
6:00pm Badminton Club

Friday, February 5

10:40am Star Trek Club
10:40am United Cultures
10:40am Puzzles Club
10:45am Programmers Club
2:15pm Dr. Who club

Monday, February 8

10:40am Robotics Club
2:15pm Concert Band
2:30pm Course change deadline
3:00pm Jr. Girls Volleyball vs Monsignor Doyle CSS
3:00pm Sr. Girls Volleyball vs Monsignor Doyle CSS

To see the full calendar, go to

Calendar of Events.

Benny's News ▶

Keep up with what's
happening at St.
Benedict's using your
cell phone

Thursday, January 21

10:40am Robotics Club
10:40am Giving Back Club
10:45am DECA meeting
2:15pm Seams Sew Easy Club
2:15pm Games Club
2:15pm Jazz Band
6:00pm Badminton Club

Friday, January 22

10:40am Star Trek Club
10:40am United Cultures
10:40am Puzzles Club
10:45am Programmers Club
2:15pm Dr. Who club

Visit stbenedict.wcdsb.ca/calendar.php
from your cell phone.
(Be sure to bookmark it!)

Monday, January 25

10:40am Robotics Club

Tuesday, January 26

10:40am Accepting Differences Club

Miscellaneous

We want to know...
Thank you to those who have taken time to provide us with feedback. Your opinions are important to
us! Please email us with your comments and suggestions. If you like our newsletter, tell others; if you
don't like it, tell us!
Check out our school website at http://stbenedict.wcdsb.ca for news and
information updates.

