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Nearing the ﻐinish line...
As I write this, my students are hard at work writing their exams. It's a
grade 12 class—computer science—and they have the same amount of
drive as they did in the beginning of the course. The determination... to
see a project through to the end, to solve the problem, to achieve
success. As a teacher it is great to see.
Yet the experience is bittersweet. I teach two grade 12 classes, and
sadly the last time I get to see them in the classroom setting will be when
they write their exams. Every June exam period marks a finish line for our
students, but for the grade 12 student it is the final high school finish
line. I'm done, I'm out of here, moving on to bigger and better things. So
just as we become used to seeing them around here, they're on their way
out.
To all our students returning in September, we wish you a great
summer and we'll see you in the fall. To our grade 12s, a fond farewell as
you leave, we wish you all of God's blessings and all the best in your
future pursuits. Wherever your life takes you, know that you are forever a

Saint, and we are all proud of you!

– Editor

Benny's in the Local Media

THE RECORD: D8 soccer MVPs announced
THE RECORD: Westney chasing big moments on the track
THE RECORD: Handful of high school athletes medal at OFSAA track an…
CAMBRIDGE TIMES: Best of the best in Bennies sports
CAMBRIDGE TIMES: Cambridge's Kerr heading to University of Cumber…

Administrative

Two St. Benedict teachers among Barrday award
winners
BY MRS. L. TEMPLE

Mr. Victor Castella and Mrs. Denise Wittmann were recipients of this year’s Barrday Teacher of
Excellence Award. Barrday, a company in Cambridge, is committed to learning. Each year they salute ten
inspirational teachers with $1000 each. Two of the ten winners came from St. Benedict’s.
Congratulations!! Way to go!!!

To see a list of past winners, vist the schiil website
and click on About > Barrday Teacher of Excellence
Award

Chaplain's Report
BY MR. B. REMPEL

As the end of the school year approaches, tend to
reflect on the year that has passed. It has been a
wonderful year. I have participated in many wonderful
activities and interacted with many wonderful people. I
am a better person for my experiences.
Student Activity Council elections and selections have
recently concluded. The future looks bright! I am grateful
to have collaborated with Veronica and Tiana this past

Our two Barrday award winning teachers, Mr.
Castella and Mrs. Wittmann.

year on spiritual/social justice issues. It has been my
pleasure. I look forward to working with Chandler and
Hannah in the coming year.

Our final “mission project” was in support of the United Way “Pack a Purse” campaign. Purses and
backpacks were filled with basic hygiene products for teenagers who are homeless. We are always
happy to collaborate with local partners to make our region a better place to be.

#PeopleOfLove
BY MRS. L. TEMPLE

St. Benedict is indeed a “People of Love”. This
year’s Multi-Year Strategic Plan’s faith focus is being
the People of Love. We here at St. Benedict celebrate
that call daily. During Catholic Education Week we
launched the creation of a school prayer and since
then we created a display for the board office of that
week and how our community lives out being People
of Love.
Our challenge to our community over the
summer is to be people of love to all we meet. Strive
to be kind, be merciful and share your faith in all that
you do and who you are. May God bless you this
summer with rest and relaxation and we will see you
in the fall and to our graduates, good luck and God
Bless you on your journey.

News from the Guidance Department
BY MRS. P. KLASSEN
Summer School – Make Up Courses

Students who require summer school to make up for an unsuccessful course, must register by
Monday, June 27. If you have questions about what courses are scheduled to be offered at summer
school or where these courses at scheduled to run, please see your guidance counsellor as soon as
possible. The deadline for taking a new credit course at summer school has passed, however,
registrations will be accepted for these courses, pending the availability of space.

Grade 12 Graduation Reminders
We are looking forward to celebrating with the “Class of 2016” at the Graduation ceremony on
Tuesday, June 28 at 7:00 PM. Please note the following reminders:
1. Students should plan to arrive at Conestoga College (Recreation Complex) by 6:30 PM. Staff will
be present to direct you to the South Gym. There is lots of parking available at Conestoga
College.
2. Once you arrive in the South Gym, you will be expected to line up in alphabetical order.
3. Come dressed in your graduation gown. If you have not yet taken it out of the bag, please do so
ASAP so that the wrinkles fall out of it! You will be provided with a stole to go over your gown,
which will need to be returned at the end of the evening.
4. Please be prompt! We want to begin the processional and the ceremony promptly at 7:00 PM.

Still Interested in Attending College or University in September but
didn’t apply?
1. The Admission Information Service (AIS) will be available through OUAC (Ontario University
Application Center) from early June to August for applicants who have not been accepted to
programs of their choice or for students who still wish to apply to university for September. All
known openings in all university programs will be posted by the AIS at www.ouac.on.ca/ais/
2. Students who did not apply to college are still welcome to apply on-line for September, 2014 to
any program that is still accepting applications. See www.ontariocolleges.ca for more information.

Camp Micah – Leadership for Peace and Justice
Camp Micah is a six-day peace and justice focussed camp for high school-aged people who want to
tap into and develop their unique leadership strengths. Camp Micah will take place from August 21 –
August 26 at beautiful Cedar Ridge Camp, near McArthur’s Mills, Ontario. Camp Micah’s leadership
program is based on the activities drawn from Micah 6:8 – “Act Justly, Love Tenderly, Walk Humbly.” The
Camp Micah staff is an ecumenical group of people of all ages and walk of life. They are engaged in
teaching and serving their communities to transform the world into a more peaceful place. Financial
assistance to cover the $450 registration cost is available and transportation is available from the
Kitchener area. For more information call 519-837-1636 or email youth4justice@campmicah.ca

Community Service Hours
If you have been unable to find a summer job and are looking for something worthwhile to do,
consider volunteering. In addition to completing your community service hours, you will gain valuable
skills and experience which will help you to find employment at a later date. Most importantly, you will
have fun and make a difference. Many organizations need and want your help. Please consider the
following opportunities:
1. Great Big Theatre Company (GBTC) is seeking volunteers to assist with their Summer Day Camps
which are held at various locations in the Waterloo Region. Each week can provide a volunteer

with 50 hours of community service. Duties include preparing and implementing various camp
activities, as well as supervising campers during lunch, snack and extended hours. Training
sessions will be held in June to make sure that volunteers are confident and prepared to
implement the camp agenda constructively and safely. Contact Great Big Theatre Company ASAP
if you are interested. Register at www.bgtc.com or call 1-866-864-4282 and speak with Charles
or Lily Small.
2. KidsAbility needs you! Volunteer for iCan Bike scheduled for July 11 – July 15 at the Preston
Memorial Auditorium. This unique program helps children and youth with special needs to
achieve an important life milestone – learning to ride a bike! Volunteers must be at least 16 years
of age. Previous experience working with individuals with speech, physical or developmental
challenges is beneficial, but not required. Want to learn more about this awesome opportunity?
Scan the QR code on the guidance bulletin board.
3. In addition to the iCanBike event, KidsAbility also runs a variety of other camps and events for
children and youth with special needs. Check out kidsability.ca to learn more about these
amazing opportunities.
4. Cambridge Ribfest 2016 will be taking place August 5 – 7 at Riverside Park. The organizing
committee is seeking as many as 400 volunteers for this event again this summer. Be a part of an
event which provides support for many local charities. Register online to volunteer
www.cambridgeribfest.com /volunteers. If you need more information regarding any of the many
volunteer opportunities available, please email volunteer@cambrdigeribfest.com

EQAO OSSLT is moving Online!
BY MRS. L. CRAFTCHICK

"EQAO Online" is a multi-year project to move EQAO’s provincial student assessments from paperand-pencil to computer-based. We will start with just one assessment—the Ontario Secondary School
Literacy Test (OSSLT), written by students in Grade 10. St. Benedict CSS is excited to participate in the
voluntary opportunity to write the ONLINE OSSLT scheduled for October 20th. Students who participate
in this early assessment and are successful will officially satisfy their literacy requirement for
graduation. Results will be made available by the end of Semester One. For those preferring to wait or
who may require an additional attempt the regularly scheduled OSSLT will take place on March 30th.
Beginning in September, all Grade 10 and previously eligible students will begin preparation for the
upcoming assessment opportunities.
The following are important dates and opportunities that you may wish to explore! If you have any
questions or require any clarification please feel free to contact Leisha Craftchick at (519) 621- 4050
ext.5231 or email Leisha.Craftchick@wcdsb.ca.
Currently Available
· ONLINE ACCESS to a SAMPLE TEST (OSSLT)
· Allows all students to sample the online OSSLT and try out its features through the EQAO Web
site. www.eqao.com

OCTOBER 20, 2016

· VOLUNTARY OPPORTUNITY to TAKE the ONLINE OSSLT
· Successful students officially satisfy the literacy requirement for their diploma.
· Please note if you are not successful in October the results will not count and you’ll remain first
time eligible for the March administration.

MARCH 30, 2017

· Regularly scheduled OSSLT. Both online and paper versions available.

Academics

Enriching the Lives
of Students

English
Corner

BY MRS. D. WITTMANN

BY MRS. D. WITTMANN

There many opportunities for students to enhance

To receive an Ontario Secondary School Diploma

their learning experience: Enrichment courses,

(OSSD) each student must obtain 4 credits in

LEAP, OYAP, UCEP, Co-op, Home Build, SHSM, and

English (1 credit per grade). Visit the English

Skills Canada. Visit the Enrichment blog for

blog to read the course offerings provided by

information on all these opportunities. The Blogroll

the Saint Benedict English Department. The

contains a plethora of learning enhancements. To

Blogroll has great resources for both students

learn more about what we offer, click the link.

and parents. Enjoy!

Enrichment@St.Benedict blog.

English@St.Benedict blog.

Athletics

First lacrosse season comes to a close
BY MR. N. CALHOUN

Now that the first year of St. Benedict Varsity Lacrosse is over, Mr. Berger and I would like to thank
the parents, the Cambridge Lacrosse Association, Wilfred Laurier University Lacrosse Club, and Mr. Ken
Hastie for their help with sharing our endeavor to be a Lacrosse School.
Mr. Hastie not only dedicated his time, but also his extensive knowledge of the sport. He was often
the first out to practise and when we were short on players he would still lead a valuable session for
those that would attend. Thank you Ken for all of your hard work!
Parents that came out to support our team, thank you. You represent the family value of sport and
that which we hope Lacrosse will help to be part of as so many of our teams have your support at St.
Benedict.
Also, we would like to thank Tom Beliski of the Wilfred Laurier’s Men Lacrosse team for the use of
their outdoor nets. Wilfred Laurier is one of many new Canadian University Lacrosse teams that are
offering post-secondary students the opportunity to celebrate the sport at a more advance level.
Historically, Lacrosse spreads throughout the America’s and it is now quickly becoming a postsecondary phenomena. With schools like Colgate, John Hopkins, Yale and Syracuse, to name only a few
offering a high level of play, Lacrosse has become a viable sport for youth that do not wish to limit
themselves to the tradition options.
Early Tuesday Morning, while listening to CBC on
the ride in; Cody Jamieson of the Six Nations Chiefs
was commenting on Lacrosse as part of the cultural
heritage of Canada’s aboriginal people. He
mentioned how the game was known as the Creator’s
Game; a gift to the people which was once played by
the air animals against the four legged animals. He
also mentioned it to be known as the Medicine Game;
a game that would make those strive to live so that
they were able to continue to be part of the game of
life and the indigenous balance.
Next year we plan to run a Lacrosse Club in the
fall and our Varsity Lacrosse team. Please keep a look
out for future Lacrosse events.
Finally, I would like to thank our administration for their continuous support and Mr. Tim Jankura,
our Athletic director, for his valuable direction and help.
Both Mr. Berger and I are grateful.
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Drawing on the walls worth money
BY MS. A. WEILER

Did you ever get a time out for playing Picasso on your walls? want to add to your portfolio or
resume? Well now is your chance to put your artistic skills to good use with Delft Blue's Bennie's Design
It to Win It contest!
It's a massive, outdoor, full scale wall mural!
Submit the winning design and receive a $150 prize from Delft Blue. The winning design will be
painted in the fall and you get the bragging rights that your artistic vision is on display for anyone to
see in Cambridge, with international exposure!
To find out more, please attend an important meeting this Friday in room 112 at the start of lunch
and talk to Ms Weiler or Ms Fernandes.

Upcoming Events
Wednesday, June 22

Grade 12 final evaluations
Grade 9-11 final evaluations
BENN Newsletter released

Thursday, June 23

Grade 12 final evaluations
Grade 9-11 final evaluations

Friday, June 24

10:00am Graduation Mass and brunch
Grade 9-11 final evaluations

Monday, June 27

Grade 9-11 final evaluations

To see the full calendar, go to

Calendar of Events.

Benny's News ▶

Keep up with what's
happening at St.
Benedict's using your
cell phone

Tuesday, June 28

7:00pm Graduation Ceremony

Friday, July 1

Canada Day

Monday, August 1
Civic Holiday

Visit stbenedict.wcdsb.ca/calendar.php
from your cell phone.
(Be sure to bookmark it!)

Miscellaneous

We want to know...
Thank you to those who have taken time to provide us with feedback. Your opinions are important to
us! Please email us with your comments and suggestions. If you like our newsletter, tell others; if you
don't like it, tell us!
Check out our school website at http://stbenedict.wcdsb.ca for news and
information updates.

