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Thought of the day
Life is an opportunity, benefit from it. Life is beauty, admire it.
Life is a dream, realize it. Life is a challenge, meet it.
Life is a duty, complete it. Life is a game, play it.
Life is a promise, fulfill it. Life is sorrow, overcome it.
Life is a song, sing it. Life is a struggle, accept it.
Life is a tragedy, confront it. Life is an adventure, dare it.
Life is luck, make it. Life is life, fight for it.

The BENN newsletter is a
publication of St.
Benedict CSS. It is
distributed every second
Wednesday during the
school year using the
WCDSB Newswire service.
Any questions or
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school's principal Dan
Witt.
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Administrative

Greetings from School Council!
BY SBCSS SCHOOL COUNCIL

Have you ever wondered what School Council is or how to join?

– Mother Teresa

The answer is simple; School council is an easy way for parents / guardians of St. Benedict
students to get insight into, and contribute to, student life here at St Benedict.
Consider these 3 points.

1. It’s easy and commitment free!
Council only meets ~8 times in a school year - every month other than December and
March
Meetings are on a Thursday evening from 7PM to about 9PM.
Here at St Benedict, you can participate to your comfort level… you can even just drop in
to listen!
Check the website for dates ( >> For parents >> School Council)

2. Council is impactful
Council spearheads initiatives to help inform and guide parents. The parent tool kit that
you all received as your child entered St Benedict was one of our recent initiatives.
Council’s opinions have been sought on engagement and satisfaction surveys.
Most recently, council has looked at the issue of parent engagement and the student
pathway. This has led to the planning of the core areas that will be covered during our
series of workshops that are planned for this school year.

3. Council is informative
Council is an ideal way that we can keep apprised on the evolution of the school
community.
Participating in school council is an ideal way for parents to gain a little insight onto what
our kids’ day-to-day life is like.
Please consider joining us

this Thursday in Room 111 at 7PM. The council sees family

involvement as one of its main priorities and is committed to welcoming parents into the St.
Benedict community by increasing communication, removing barriers and creating opportunities to
get involved! Come to inform and be informed!

Workshop Series: Preparing kids for the future
BY SBCSS SCHOOL COUNCIL

St. Benedict C.S.S. School Council is promoting a parent engagement workshop series
“Preparing Kids for the Future”. Parents on School Council identified Pathway and Career planning
as well as course selection as areas where they felt inadequate in supporting their son or daughter.
To that end, parents were in-serviced on Career Cruising and the Parent Portal and found it to be a
very meaningful way for parents to engage in their teens education and help them plan for the
future. The workshop series kicks off with a Keynote by Dr. Karyn Gordon. The second session
introduces the Parent Portal to the students Individual Pathway Planner (IPP). The third session will
focus on course selection and provide an update on Pathway information and experiential learning
opportunities especially relevant for students selecting courses for grade 11.
Some background on Dr. Karyn Gordon:

Dr. Karyn is one of North
America’s leading relationship and
career experts, serving both
organizations and families, and
recognized for her work
specializing in today’s younger
generations.
She is a best-selling author, and
a regular TV contributor for “Good
Morning America” and “Cityline”, as
well as for New York Parenting &
Chatelaine Magazines. In addition
she is the TV Host and Producer for
a NEW show called “Success Stories
With Dr. Karyn”, in which she
interviews Industry Leaders about
their life stories and the lessons
they’ve learned for being
successful!
Over the last 20 years she has
invested more than 10,000 hours consulting for and listening to young people (Gen Y/Z). A
sought-after speaker, she has spoken to over 1/2 million people. She is also the founder of “dk
Leadership” – an inspirational leadership & counseling center for families and organizations in
Toronto.
Her gift is communicating playfully and pragmatically. Her passion is to teach relationship
principles that can apply to both work and family cultures.
Please join us at St. Benedict October 18 at 7:00 p.m. and listen to Dr. Karyn Gordon kick off
our workshop series with a talk about an Inspiring Dream Career.

▶ Download the PDF flyer for more information

Nutrition Program has begun
BY MRS. W. SCHUSTER

Did you run out of cash on your Tim's card?
Did you stay up way too late last night binge watching your favourite show on Netflix?
Did your mom drag you out of bed thirty minutes after your alarm went off?
Well then you probably did not eat breakfast....
If you find your stomach making weird noises during period one, you probably need food and
we've got it!!
Every morning before class in the atrium, everyone is welcome to come and stop by the
"Breakfast Grab and Go Cart" Pick up a drink and snack before you head to class.

And if you need more.... Every Wednesday and Friday mornings in room 107, before school,
please come and join some of our amazing staff members who will be more than pleased to serve
you up a hearty hot breakfast.
And....the most amazing part of the whole deal is that it is free...that's right, no cost to you at
all!
Come and check us out....your stomach will thank you!

Access your student's attendance information in
real time
BY MR. A. MILARDOVIC

Class attendance is a key component to a student's success in their classes. Timely
communication of attendance information between home and school is critical for accurate
attendance records.
If a student is away from school a parent must call the attendance line at the school at

519621-4001. The call can be placed any time, 24 hours a day. It is strongly recommended that you
make this call as soon as the absence is known, or at the latest before the student returns to
school.
If your son or daughter is going to be away
for a trip or extended period of time for a medical
reason an Intent to be Absent form should be
completed in advance by a parent. These are
available in the Guidance department.
A student, parent or guardian can access their
student’s attendance in real time through the
Secondary Student Information System (SIS)
Website. Information available to view includes
student mark history, current timetable,
attendance for each course on the current
timetable and your contact information. The
website link is https://sis.wcdsb.ca.
To access the student specific information,
you must have the student number (which can be
found on a student’s timetable) and birth date. If
you cannot locate the student number please call
the guidance or attendance office for assistance.

By entering information about your son or
daughter you can get uptotheminute
information about their attendance.

Introducing...WCDSB's Featured Schools of the
Week
BY WCDSB NEWSWIRE

We’re very pleased to unveil our "Featured Schools of the Week” project – the latest addition to
our newly revamped WCDSB website.
While the "Featured Schools of the Week” component has been integrated into our new "Why
Catholic Education” portal, it is also prominently displayed on our homepage in the rotating

spotlight boxes.
Be sure to check the homepage and "Why Catholic Education” portal frequently -- and
experience the Catholic Education difference for yourself!
https://www.wcdsb.ca/schools/Schools-Week/index.html

EQAO OSSLT is moving online
BY MRS. L. CRAFTCHICK

"EQAO Online" is a multi-year project to move EQAO’s provincial student assessments from
paper-and-pencil to computer-based. We will start with just one assessment—the Ontario
Secondary School Literacy Test (OSSLT), written by students in Grade 10. St. Benedict CSS is excited
to participate in the voluntary opportunity to write the ONLINE OSSLT scheduled for October 20th.
Students who participate in this early assessment and are successful will officially satisfy their
literacy requirement for graduation. Results will be made available by the end of Semester One. For
those preferring to wait or who may require an additional attempt the regularly scheduled OSSLT
will take place on March 30th. Beginning in September, all Grade 10 and previously eligible
students will begin preparation for the upcoming assessment opportunities.
The following are important dates
and opportunities that you may wish to
explore! If you have any questions or
require any clarification please feel free
to contact Leisha Craftchick at (519)
621-4050 ext.5231 or email
Leisha.Craftchick@wcdsb.ca. We would
also like to take this opportunity to thank
all of the grade 10 students who declared
to intention to participate through their
registration process. We will keep you
posted on preparation sessions that will
be offered in advance of the Online

OSSLT preparation help
available
BY MRS. L. CRAFTCHICK

Attention Grade 10 or senior students interested
in extra help preparing for the OSSLT Online
scheduled for October 20th. After school prep
sessions are being offered every Monday and
Wednesday until Wednesday, October 19th. All you
need to do is go to room 212 on Mondays and
Wednesdays at 2:15. If you would like more
information see Ms. Craftchick at lunch in the Student
Success Centre (Room 208). Hope to see you there!

assessment.

Currently Available
* ONLINE ACCESS to a SAMPLE TEST (OSSLT)
* Allows all students to sample the online OSSLT and try out its features through the EQAO
Web site. www.eqao.com

OCTOBER 20, 2016
* VOLUNTARY OPPORTUNITY to TAKE the ONLINE OSSLT
* Successful students officially satisfy the literacy requirement for their diploma.
* Please note if you are not successful in October the results will not count and you’ll remain
first time eligible for the March administration.

MARCH 30, 2017
* Regularly scheduled OSSLT. Both online and paper versions available.

News from the Guidance Department
BY MRS. L. O'NEILL

Update Regarding Counsellor Changes in Our Department
Please note that Mrs. Klassen has retired and is enjoying time with her family and watching the
Blue Jays day games! Mrs. Klassen was a valued member of our school community for over 20
years, and a member of the guidance department for the past 15 years. We wish her all the best in
her retirement. Mrs. Lesley O’Toole will be the new Guidance department head and taking on the
A-C caseload. Mrs. O’Toole is joining us from Monsignor Doyle where she was also the Guidance
department head. This caused a bit of an adjustment in our caseloads (please see the chart below).
Mrs. Arkell and Mr. Betik will be teaching period 1 and Mrs. O’Neill will be in the classroom period
4.

Counsellor's Name

Ext

Last names

Mrs. L. O'Toole

5190

A-C

Mrs. K. Arkell

5636

D-G

Mr. N. Betik

5633

H-L

Mrs. L. O'Neill

5634

M - Ri

Mrs. K. Menjolian

5635

Ro - Z

Secretary: Mrs. C. O'Connor, ext. 5631

St. Benedict Welcomes International Students
This fall the St. Benedict community has welcomed several International Students to our school.
We have a growing number of Chinese students, as well as students from South Korea, Hong Kong
and Colombia. These students are here on student visas and will study at our school with the intent
to graduate with their Ontario Secondary School Diploma. While a few of our International students
live with relatives while they are here, the vast majority of them live with “home stay” families. All of
them bring something special to our community and we look forward to learning more about them
and the countries and cultures that they come from.

Grade 12’s and Post‐Secondary Options
The process of meeting with Grade 12 students to help them review and plan their postsecondary options has started. Meetings for grade 12 students who are considering college or
university application for September, 2017 took place last week during lunch on Wednesday and
Thursday. If you are feeling confused about the application process and are having difficulty
navigating through web sites and documents, consider taking advantage of the following supports:

1. Please confirm with your son or daughter that they have completed, signed and handed in
the “Consent for Disclosure of Information to the Ontario College Application Service (OCAS)
and/or the Ontario University Application Centre (OUAC). This form was part of the
registration packages that were sent home this summer to all grade 12 students. Unless this
form is completed and signed, the school is not allowed to transmit marks to colleges and
universities. If you are unsure as to whether or not your son or daughter has taken care of
this important detail, please contact the appropriate counsellor for clarification.
2. Plan now to attend our Post-Secondary Information night on Thursday October 27 at 7:00
PM. This event is being hosted by the Guidance Department and coincides with
parent/teacher/student interviews. The presentation will take place in the Lecture Hall. St.
Benedict will be the site for the Cambridge University Information Presentation on November
10 from 7:00 – 9:00 PM. All Ontario universities will have representation at this event and
there will be opportunity to attend formal presentations, as well as time to tour displays.
3. Conestoga College will be hosting their annual College Information Presentations on
Wednesday, October 19 from 10:30 AM – 1:30 PM and from 5:00 – 7:00 PM at their Doon
Campus. All Ontario colleges will have representation at this event and Conestoga will also
have additional information available to parents and students regarding their programs.
4. Become part of the email distribution list sent out by the Guidance Office. This list is
available to both students and parents. Details on signing up were shared with grade 12
students last week and are also available on the school web site. Go to the guidance section
and click on “Join Our Information List.”
5. Follow us on Twitter at @sbenguidance to get the latest information in 140 characters or
less!
6. Both the Ontario Colleges website and the Ontario University website offer a wealth of
information regarding schools, programs and the application process. To research colleges
and their programs go to www.ontariocolleges.ca To research Ontario universities and their
programs go to www.electronicinfo.ca

College and University Presentations
We have been fortunate in arranging visits to our school with liaison officers from several
Ontario universities and colleges who will be making presentations to interested grade 12 students.
These presentations have already started and provide an excellent way for students to ask
questions about specific schools that they are interested in. Students must sign up to attend the
presentations that they are interested in attending, by the end of lunch the day prior to the visit.
While we do not limit the number of visits that students may attend, we do encourage students to
be selective about the visits that they attend as many of them take place during class time.
Students are responsible for any school work that they miss if they choose to attend a presentation.
Please refer to the complete list of presentations that is posted on our school website.

Community Service Opportunities

In addition to fulfilling an important diploma requirement, volunteering provides students with
a way to give back to their community. As opportunities become known to the guidance
department, they will be announced on the announcement system, posted on the Guidance bulletin
board and listed in the BENN.

What is Specialist High Skills Major (SHSM)?
The Specialist High Skills Major (SHSM) is a Ministry
approved program that encourages students to focus their
education on a specific employment sector.
Components include:
1. A bundle of courses related to a major
2. Co-op experience in an area of interest
3. Industry-recognized certifications related to the employment sector
Students who successfully complete all components of the program earn a Specialist High Skills
Major (Red Seal) designation on their Diploma.

Why get involved?
No matter which path you follow after high school,
you will have a better idea of your direction and future
career choice when graduating with a SHSM Red Seal.
You will:
understand how and why your classes apply to your
future career
obtain training and certifications from experienced
industry staff (e.g. First Aid & CPR)
learn on-the-job skills during a co-op placement

Majors offered at
St. Benedict’s C.S.S.
Arts & Culture • Business
Construction • Energy
Environment • Health & Wellness
Hospitality & Tourism
Information & Communications
Justice & Community Safety
Manufacturing • Transportation

gain experience in your field of interest

How and when to get involved:
Experiences start in Grade 11 or 12. Now is the time to sign up and get involved!

Deadline to

sign up is October 14. Sign up forms are available in the Guidance Office. More information can be
found online at www.highskills.ca.

Cash Online
You are now able to pay various fees for your child, such as Student Activity Fee, online using
School Cash Online.
For safety and efficiency reasons, we want to reduce the amount of cash coming into our
school. We are asking parents to please take 5 minutes to register. Once you are registered online,

you will begin receiving emails about upcoming events.

Volunteer at St.
Benedict!
Looking into a career in education?

Have some spare time?

Or know someone who does?
Consider volunteering your time at St.
Benedict!
Please contact Mrs. Nada Offak to get started.
Nada.Offak@wcdsb.ca
519-621-4050 ext. 3089

Follow the steps below to register with School Cash Online:

Step 1: Go to the School Cash Online website or visit our school website and click on the School
Cash Online link under the

★.

Step 2: Register by selecting the “Get Started Today” and follow the steps. You will need use the

student’s LEGAL NAME and their STUDENT NUMBER.

Step 3: You will receive a confirmation email. Open it up and click on the link that allows you to

login and add each of your children to your household account.
If you have any questions, please select the “SUPPORT” option in the top right hand area of the
screen.

Jostens ring days
Attention Grade 12 students!
Your chance to order your school ring is coming
soon. On Wednesday October 12 and Friday October 14
come check out new designs, try on samples as well as
place your order. Jostens school ring display will be set
up at lunch by the cafeteria. Find out how your personal
piece of history can be customized and made into a ring
to cherish for all time. Catalogues are available in the
main office or you can go to Jostens.com to design your
ring. Print your order form and bring YOUR $60 DEPOSIT
to the order table October 12 and 14.

A Friendly
Reminder...
All visitors are reminded to please
sign in at the main office upon arrival
at the school, our office staff will be
happy to direct you to the appropriate
office and/or inform your on-site
contact of your arrival. We thank you
for your continued cooperation and
support in keeping our community
safe.

Uniform reminders
Keeping your mornings simple and stress-free isn’t the only benefit of uniforms, we as a school
community value the safety benefit of making our community members and visitors easily
recognizable. In addition, school uniforms mean that the pressure to have a wide range of new and
expensive school clothes throughout the year isn’t an ongoing struggle for parents and being
judged by their clothes isn’t a pressure for students.
All students and parents received the uniform policy for the year in the registration package
and all students participated in a grade level meetings with administration to review this policy and
other reminders. The policy is also contained in the student handbook which is located on our
school website.
The key reminders are:
All non-uniform items are to be removed and
placed in a student’s locker when they arrive to

Who is your
administrator?

school, this includes all hats, scarves, track
pants, jackets, coats etc.
All items are to be worn as purchased and not
altered
McCarthy’s navy blue or khali pants, capris or
shorts with the St. Benedict logo
McCarthy’s white/navy blue short or long sleeve
golf shirt with the St. Benedict logo
McCarthy’s navy sweatshirt or navy
sweater/cardigan/vest with the St. Benedict logo
worn over a uniform shirt or plain white, or dark
blue t-shirt.
Please ensure that you are in proper uniform
throughout the day so we can get at the great task
of learning without the needless interruptions or
delays that occur when students need to be asked
to follow the policy.

Our 201617 Admin Team: Mr. Jaeger,
Ms. Riley, Mr. Witt, and Mr. Borba

The administrative contact for your son
or daughter is based on your last name:
A to Bl: Mr. Witt (principal)
Bo to G: Ms. Riley
H to O: Mr. Jaeger
P to Z: Mr. Borba

Classrooms are
No Phone Zones!
Food Allergy Alert!
We have a number of students and
staff in the St. Benedict community with

severe life-threatening food allergies,
particularly related to peanuts and nuts
(anaphylaxis). This is a medical
condition that causes a severe allergic
reaction to specific foods and can result
in death within minutes. If you child
brings their lunch with them to school,
please ensure that it is free from
peanuts and nut products.
If you have any questions or
Classrooms are for learning. The use of cell phones
is not permitted in class. Parents, if you need to get in
touch with your son or daughter, please call the school
office and we will contact your child.
Students, don’t let your cell phone become a
distraction to your learning. Many teachers are
integrating this technology into their classroom
activities, but when it is not part of the learning phones
should be away.

concerns please contact your child's
administrator.

Academics

Enriching the Lives
of Students

English
Corner

BY MRS. D. WITTMANN

BY MRS. D. WITTMANN

There many opportunities for students to

To receive an Ontario Secondary School

enhance their learning experience: Enrichment

Diploma (OSSD) each student must obtain 4

courses, LEAP, OYAP, UCEP, Co-op, Home Build,

credits in English (1 credit per grade). Visit the

SHSM, and Skills Canada. Visit the Enrichment

English blog to read the course offerings

blog for information on all these opportunities.

provided by the Saint Benedict English

The Blogroll contains a plethora of learning

Department. The Blogroll has great resources

enhancements. To learn more about what we

for both students and parents. Enjoy!

offer, click the link. Enrichment@St.Benedict blog.

English@St.Benedict blog.

Athletics

Junior girls basketball season starts on a winning
note

Congratulations to the junior girl’s basketball team for
starting off their season with a big win over St. David's 42-24! It
was a great overall team effort on both offensive and defensive
ends. They look to stay undefeated on Wednesday, when they
play away at Woodland.

Cross Country update
BY MR. F. WITTMANN

More than 40 Cross-Country Saints competed in the Preston
Fun Run last Thursday. Excellent results were turned in by many
on a very hot day. Congrats to all athletes including our amazing
Beginner Girls led by Faith Nieson, Abrianna Gonzalez-Day,

Jr. Girls basketball

Saints 42, St. David 24

Sr. Girls basketball

Saints 48, Msgr. Doyle 15
Saints 37, St. David 22

Jr. Boys soccer

St. Mary's 7, Saints 2
Saints 5, Resurrection 1
Msgr. Doyle 4, Saints 2

Rielly Misener, Ola Zaba, and Rachel Misener.

Jr. Boys volleyball

Other outstanding performances were turned in by Niki and

St. David 3,

Emily Soares in the Veteran Girls race, Nathaniel Wells and Alex
Thepsouvanh in the Veteran Boys race, and Chris Figuerido who
led the Beginner Boys.

Saints 2

Sr. Boys volleyball

Pere-Renee 3, Saints 0
Saints 3, Msgr. Doyle 2

Jr. Boys football

St. David 57,

Saints 0

Sr. Boys football

St. David 31,

Saints 30

Stay up to date with District 8 Sports
Now receive sports updates in your email or on your mobile device!

The new District 8 website now allows you to sign up for nightly e-mail updates. You can select
the school (or schools) you want to follow, and all the sports results will be sent to your email
address.
The service is free. Sign up by following this link.

Clubs

Robotics and Engineering Club
BY MR. B. STRASSBURGER

Are you interested in computer programming, electronics, or
robotics? If so, there will be a meeting for the Bennies Robotics and
Engineering Team in room 126 Mondays and Wednesdays at lunch.
No experience is necessary just a willingness to learn. If you cannot
attend please see Mr. Strassburger.

Interested in the Health Care 匀ield?
BY MR. J. BAILEY

Hey Saints, are you interested in the health care field? Do you have what it takes to be a health
care leader? Or do you simply want do make your resume look good! Well come out to HOSA, a
brand new club here at Bennies that is dedicated to students interested in health care careers. Any
students grade 9 to 12 who are interested can come out to our meetings Wednesdays at the start
of lunch in room 312!

Reach for the top!
BY MR. S. LEHAN

Do you know lots of random facts? Looking for something to do at lunch?
Come on out to the Reach for the Top club. It's just like jeopardy, except you cannot win any
money.
We meet Mondays and Wednesdays at lunch in room 317

Ready to Rock?
BY MS. M. NOVAKOVICH

Are you interested in rock climbing? If so, please meet in room 315 at the beginning of lunch
on Friday, October 7! New members are always welcome! If you have any questions, please ask Ms.
Novakovich or Ms. Fournier!

Badminton Club
BY MRS. S. ADACH

Badminton Club will be starting on Thursday, September 29.
It runs every Thursday at 6:00pm to 7:30 except on Thursday
special event nights. Bring comfortable gym clothes and runners.
Racquets and birdies are provided.
All skill levels are welcome. Come meet some new friends.
Please follow us on twitter: @StBen_Bdmtn for most up-to-date
messaging.

Model United Nations
BY MR. R. MARTINELLO

Are you interested in world issues? Do you enjoy debating with friends and fellow students? Do
you enjoy learning about other countries? Are you a problem solver? Would you like to make a
difference in the world someday? Become a member of the Model UN club. We had our first meeting

today at the beginning of lunch in Room 225. If you didn’t make it
but are interested in being a part, we will be meeting every
Wednesday, same place, same time. All are welcome.

Does this make sense to you?
BY MR. A. MILARDOVIC

If this shirt makes sense to you, then you should
consider joining the Programmers Club, which will start up
this coming Monday during lunch in room 214.
Whether or not you have any programming experience,
programmers club will show you some of what is involved
in developing games from simple, text-based games, to
some with graphics and user-interaction.
Bring your lunch, bring a friend, and we'll see you in
room 214 at lunch on Monday!

Are you interested in money?
BY MR. A. MILARDOVIC

The Finance Club has recently started up with the stock
market challenge, and ten of our school's top traders (or
"wannabes") have been given $1,000,000 to see if they could
become the next Warren Buffett or Prem Watsa.
While one of the activities in Finance Club is the stock
market challenge, we also talk about financial issues that are
important for students: earning, saving, investing. The club is
driven by student demand—if there is something you want to
talk about, bring it to the club and we will discuss it! Whether
it's RRSPs, RESPs, TFSAs, GICs... we'll cover the ABCs of
financing!
The club meets twice a week on a drop-in basis, Mondays
and Fridays at lunch in room 214. Mondays are usually just "trading days" where students can look
at their portfolios, make trades, talk about some of their trades (good

and bad!), while Fridays are

the discussion days for other financial issues (although students are more than welcome to come in
Friday and just trade).
Students who still want to register for the stock market challenge need to see Mr. Milardovic for
access. You can also trade outside of club time! For all other finance issues, come join us in 214!

Student Activities

When the Saints Come Marchin' Back Home!
BY ELIZABETH RALPH, SAC COMMUNICATIONS
St. Benedict’s

3rd Annual Homecoming Week will take place from October 3rd to October 7th!

Homecoming Week welcomes all students, from new Grade 9's to returning Saints, back to our
wonderful school and gets them ready for the awesome year ahead. Students are encouraged to
show their school spirit throughout a week that is jam-packed with many great events that are
happening all around the school.

Spirit Day on Monday when students will be allowed to wear their
favourite Autumn-coloured top with uniform bottoms. On Tuesday, we host our Clubs Fair which
We start the week with a

highlights all our St. Benedict clubs at booths set up in the Atrium. Students will have an
opportunity to see all the amazing clubs that our school has to offer, along with learning about
how to get involved in the clubs.

Bubble Soccer, one of the most popular activities among the students, promotes physical

activity along and hilarious awkward moments on the soccer field at lunch. On Wednesday night,

Coffee House of the year offers live performances and showcases the amazing talent at

our first
Bennies!

On Thursday, we have a

Tailgate Party and Pep Rally which allows students to come out and

cheer on our football teams while getting their face painted and munching on popcorn.

Homecoming Dance on Friday night in the Gym! The
dance, which is themed Home is Where the Heart is, gives students the opportunity to unwind and
The highlight of the week is our annual

let loose after a wild week packed with awesome activities.
We hope to see you at Homecoming Week!

The Arts

Arts Council hard at work planning events for this school year. Join us every Tuesday at lunch!

Coffee House!
Coffee House is a long standing tradition at Bennies, an open-mic style concert featuring
singers, instrumentalists and spoken word artists. Our first Coffee House this year will be held next
Wednesday, October 5th at 7:00 PM. Admission is $2. Come out and be amazed by the talent at our
school!

Arts Council
Students interested in planning/helping out with Coffee House, the Halloween Haunted House,
Arts Battles, etc etc etc, we meet every Tuesday at lunch in room 112.

Musical

This year's school musical, LITTLE SHOP OF HORRORS, has been cast and rehearsals are
underway. Congratulations to everyone who auditioned - it was very difficult to make the cuts we
had to make, because of the phenomenal talent and energy we saw. We encourage anyone who
auditioned and didn't get a part this time to keep auditioning in the future. Shows will be on
December 1st, 2nd and 3rd. Tickets will go on sale in November at lunch in the atrium.

Other News

We could use your help to plant trees . . .
Saturday October 1, 2016
HELP GREEN WHERE YOU LIVE! Bring out your families and join us at TD Tree Days where we do
our part to help plant trees. We need all the help we can get, so we are encouraging community
involvement and looking for volunteers to help ensure we reach our planning goals.
Silverheights Park
Walkway between 34 and 36 Poplar Drive
Site leader: Christine Andrews
Sign up at www.tdtreedays.com

Upcoming Events
Wednesday, September 28

3:00pm Jr. Boys Volleyball vs Woodland CHS
3:00pm Sr. Boys Volleyball vs Woodland CHS
3:30pm Sr. Girls Basketball @ Woodland CHS
5:00pm Jr. Girls Basketball @ Woodland CHS
BENN Newsletter release

Thursday, September 29

8:00am Golf: Boys CWOSSA Championships
9:30am Univ. visit: Nipissing University
10:40am DECA Business Club
11:45am Univ. visit: Lakehead University
2:15pm Jazz Band
2:15pm Math Club
2:15pm Seams Sew Easy

Monday, October 10
Thanksgiving Day

Tuesday, October 11
10:40am
10:40am
10:40am
11:45am

Games Club
Arts Council
DECA Business Club
Univ. visit: Redeemer University

Wednesday, October 12

8:00am Golf: Boys OFSAA Championships
8:00am Golf: Girls OFSAA Championships
10:40am Cosmo Club
10:40am Reach for the Top
10:40am Seams Sew Easy

5:00pm Jr. Boys Football vs Resurrection CSS
6:00pm Badminton Club
7:00pm School Council meeting
7:00pm Sr. Boys Football vs Resurrection CSS
Opening School Mass
Outers Club canoe trip

Friday, September 30

8:15am Univ. visit: McMaster University
10:40am Star Trek Club
10:40am Finance Club
2:15pm Doctor Who Club
3:00pm Jr. Boys Soccer @ St. David CSS
Outers Club canoe trip

Monday, October 3

10:40am Reach for the Top
10:40am Finance Club
10:40am HOSA Club
10:40am Robotics Club
2:15pm Pit Band
2:15pm OSSLT Prep Session
3:00pm Jr. Girls Basketball vs Resurrection CSS
3:00pm Jr. Boys Soccer vs St. Mary's HS
3:00pm Jr. Boys Volleyball @ Resurrection CSS
3:00pm Sr. Boys Volleyball @ Resurrection CSS
4:30pm Sr. Girls Basketball vs Resurrection
CSS
Rosh Hashana
Islamic New Year

Tuesday, October 4

9:30am Univ. visit: Wilfrid Laurier University
10:40am Games Club
10:40am Arts Council
10:40am DECA Business Club

Wednesday, October 5

8:00am Tennis: D8 Championship
10:40am Cosmo Club
10:40am Reach for the Top
10:40am Seams Sew Easy
10:40am HOSA Club
10:40am Robotics Club
10:40am Model UN Club
1:00pm Univ. visit: Guelph Humber University
2:15pm Concert Band
2:15pm Games Club
2:15pm OSSLT Prep Session
3:00pm Jr. Boys Soccer @ Resurrection CSS
3:00pm Jr. Boys Volleyball vs St. Mary's HS
3:00pm Sr. Boys Volleyball vs St. Mary's HS
3:30pm Sr. Girls Basketball @ St. Mary's HS
5:00pm Jr. Girls Basketball @ St. Mary's HS
6:00pm Arts Coffee House

Thursday, October 6

8:00am Golf: D8 Golf Champoinships
10:40am DECA Business Club
2:15pm Jazz Band
2:15pm Math Club

10:40am HOSA Club
10:40am Robotics Club
10:40am Model UN Club
10:40am Jostens Ring Day
11:45am College visit: Conestoga College
2:15pm Concert Band
2:15pm Games Club
2:15pm OSSLT Prep Session
3:00pm Jr. Boys Soccer @ Msgr. Doyle CSS
3:00pm Jr. Boys Volleyball vs Rockway MC
3:00pm Sr. Boys Volleyball vs Rockway MC
3:30pm Sr. Girls Basketball @ Rockway MC
5:00pm Jr. Girls Basketball @ Rockway MC
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Yom Kippur

Thursday, October 13

8:00am Golf: Boys OFSAA Championships
8:00am Golf: Girls OFSAA Championships
9:30am College visit: Mohawk College
10:40am DECA Business Club
2:15pm Jazz Band
2:15pm Math Club
2:15pm Seams Sew Easy
6:00pm Badminton Club

Friday, October 14

8:00am Tennis: CWOSSA Championship
10:40am Star Trek Club
10:40am Finance Club
10:40am Jostens Ring Day
1:00pm Jr. Boys Football vs St. David CSS
2:15pm Doctor Who Club
3:00pm Jr. Girls Basketball vs Woodland CHS
3:00pm Sr. Boys Football vs St. David CSS
3:30pm Jr. Boys Volleyball @ Woodland CHS
3:30pm Sr. Boys Volleyball @ Woodland CHS

To see the full calendar, go to

Calendar of Events.
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2:15pm Seams Sew Easy
2:30pm Sr. Boys Football vs St. Mary's HS
6:00pm Badminton Club

Friday, October 7

12:30am Jr. Boys Football vs St. Mary's HS
8:15am College visit: Fanshawe College
10:40am Star Trek Club
10:40am Finance Club
2:15pm Doctor Who Club

Visit
stbenedict.wcdsb.ca/calendar.php
from your cell phone.
(Be sure to bookmark it!)

Miscellaneous

We want to know...
Thank you to those who have taken time to provide us with feedback. Your opinions are important
to us! Please email us with your comments and suggestions. If you like our newsletter, tell others; if
you don't like it, tell us!
Check out our school website at http://stbenedict.wcdsb.ca for news and
information updates.

