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The Lowdown 
on Scholarships: 
 9 Myths & Facts 

 

 

Myth #1: Millions of scholarship dollars 

go unclaimed. 

Fact: While we cannot know the exact 

amount of dollars that are unawarded, 

what we do know is that whether it is 

thousands or million of dollars, this 

statement is generally referring to 

university scholarships. And if this 

money is unclaimed, it is mainly due to 

narrow eligibility requirements. There 

are also scholarships offered by private 

businesses, corporations, and 

organizations – and the majority of 

these scholarships are awarded! 

 

Myth #2: You must be a high academic 

achiever or have an amazing talent or be 

a student athlete to win scholarships. 

Fact: While it is true that certain attributes 

such as high academic achievement will 

put you in the running for more 

scholarships, particularly those 

scholarships with a large dollar amount, 

there are many scholarships that reward 

volunteerism in the community, 

participation in clubs or sports at school, 

membership in an organization, or interest 

in a particular field of learning. For many 

scholarships, academics are only one 

aspect of a student’s application. Also, 

universities and colleges offer awards 

with a wide spectrum of eligibility 

requirements. 

 

Myth #3: Scholarships are only for 

those students applying to university. 

Fact: Many scholarships are offered to 

those intending to attend college, trade 

schools, and technical schools as well as 

universities. 

 

Myth #4: Scholarships are only 

offered in the U.S. 

Fact: While it is true there are many 

scholarship opportunities in the U.S. 

(particularly athletic scholarships), more 

and more Canadian institutions, 

organizations, and businesses are 

offering scholarships. 

 

 
 

Myth #5: The only scholarships out 

there are large ones. 

Fact: The scholarships with large 

awards are the ones we hear about. In 

fact, there are many more scholarships 

with smaller awards!  

 

Myth #6: Applying for small 

scholarships is not worth it. 

Fact: Applying for smaller scholarships 

is so worth it! They can cover the costs 

of books, supplies and hidden costs of 

attending a postsecondary institution. 

Small local scholarships are the ones 

you have the best chance of winning 

because the competition is not as great. 

And don’t minimize the significance of 

winning a scholarship, no matter how 

small. Being the recipient of a 

scholarship looks great on any 

application — job, university, or college 

programs, or other scholarship 

applications. It’s a recognition of your 

achievements! 

 

Myth #7: Receiving a scholarship means 

your entire education is fully paid. 

Fact: The full-ride scholarships are not as 

plentiful as you would think. Most of the 

time, students will have to use a variety of 

strategies to cover their education. Think 

loans, grants, part-time jobs, and summer 

jobs.  
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https://twitter.com/SkgScholarships
https://www.facebook.com/seekingscholarships


 

 

Myth #8. There is a “scholarship 

season.” 

Fact: While the majority of deadlines 

fall in the autumn and spring, there are 

awards offered throughout the year.  

 

Myth #9. You should begin your 

search in your last year of high 

school.  

Fact: Senior year can be very stressful 

and busy. Begin your search before your 

senior year so you can get a head start in 

being prepared and ready to apply when 

the time comes. You don’t want to miss 

those fall deadlines! † 

________________________________ 

Scholarship-Winning Tips 
By Jathusha Mahenthirarajan 

 

1. Do your research! Search on 

Google, social media sites, and 

scholarship-focused websites to find a 

scholarship / contest that speaks to you 

and your interests such as creative 

writing, community involvement or 

athletics! When applying to 

scholarships, the best way to know what 

the scholarship committee is looking for 

is to read about the previous winners! 

 

2. Share your WHY! In every single 

one of my scholarship applications, I 

always brought it back to a story of how 

I first got started doing what I do, and 

why I continue to do it to this day. 

Being vulnerable and personal shows 

that you are genuinely passionate. 

Humbly share a story of resiliency, 

where you have triumphed over a 

problem, and write a bold introspective 

statement / thought that you have 

learned throughout your journey.  

3. Revise, recycle, and reuse! 

Increase your chances of winning 

and apply to anything you are eligible 

for. Instead of working for nearly 100 

hours on minimum wage to get $1000, 

spend five hours on writing that 

application! If you’re successful, the 

hours of sleep lost staying up late nights 

will truly pay off. To save time and to 

apply for as many as possible, reuse and 

recycle answers / essays from previous 

scholarship applications. Make sure you 

make the edits necessary to cater to the 

specific scholarship you are applying to!  

 

4. Build strong relationships for  

references! References can make or 

break an application. Relationships take 

time, effort, and can’t be built 

overnight, so start early on building 

connections with adults, whether it is a 

coach, mentor, tutor, school teacher, 

club supervisor, etc. The better they 

know you, and your aspirations, the 

better the reference! 

 

5. Show the best YOU -- online, 

offline, on paper, and in the 

interview! Consistency is key. From 

your social media, to your essay, to your 

interview, let your authentic self and 

passion shine through. Your 

accomplishments have gotten you to  

the interview, and now it’s time to show  

your personality -- whether that is  

through humour, anecdotes, puns, or 

stories! Keep it grounded, don’t try to 

be someone you are not, and find 

confidence in knowing you deserve to 

be there. If you’re able to tell the right 

story at the right point in the interview, 

being brief and lively, you will be 

memorable! † 

 

Jathusha 

Mahenthirarajan of 

Richmond Hill 

received several 

scholarships and 

awards in her 

graduating year. 

Jathusha will be entering her 1st year of 

Human Rights and Equity Studies at 

York University. She will be staying in 

residence, working during the summers 

and school year with the goal of 

completing her undergraduate studies 

debt-free! 

 

CHECKLIST 
for  

SEPTEMBER / OCTOBER PLANNING 

 
✓ Create a scholarship portfolio containing your resumé, list of 

achievements, volunteerism, club memberships, activities, 
awards, jobs, etc. 

✓ Begin searching for scholarships. Use a calendar to list 
scholarships by deadline date. Note the requirements of each. 

✓ Start exploring career options. Meet with your guidance 
counselor to determine if you have the necessary 
prerequisites for entry to programs you may be interested in. 

✓ Research postsecondary institutions. Attend the OUF and the 
OCIF. Go to the university and college presentations at your 
school. Check these websites for more info: eINFO and OUAC 
(university), ontariocolleges, and, OYAP for apprenticeships 
(and make note of the Open House dates too!). 

✓ Get involved! Volunteerism is very important on all types of 
applications! 

✓ Focus on your marks – get the best grades possible! 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

-Explore Your Options- 
Ontario Universities’ Fair 

September 22-24, Toronto 
Study and Go Abroad Fair 

October 1, Toronto 
Ontario College Information Fair 

October 24-25, Toronto 
Creative Futures Expo 

November 9-10, Toronto 
 

A goal without a plan 

is just a wish. 

http://www.ouf.ca/
http://www.ocif.ca/
http://www.electronicinfo.ca/
https://www.ouac.on.ca/
http://www.ontariocolleges.ca/home
http://oyap.com/splash/
http://www.ouf.ca/
http://www.studyandgoabroad.com/toronto/
http://www.ocif.ca/
http://www.creativefutures.ca/events/


 

SCHOLARSHIPS 

 
Canadian Society of Club Managers 
(CSCM) Ontario Branch (OB) 
Scholarship 
New deadline: Postmarked or 
stamped by August 21, 2017  
 
Ontario Parks Partners Bursary 
Correction: Application deadline is 
on Labour Day, September 4. 
Bursary nomination forms are 
available at all Ontario Parks office.      

 
BluEarth / Aboriginal Clean Energy 
Scholarships (ACES) 
Deadline: September 15, 2017 
 
Ontario Public Servants Employees 
Union (OPSEU) / The Carol 
McGregor Scholarship 
Deadline: September 15, 2017 
 
Canadian Young Speakers for 
Agriculture Competition 
Deadline: September 30, 2017 
 
United Food & Commercial Workers 
(UFCW) Canada 
– BDM Scholarship Program 
Deadline September 30, 2017 
 
Young Heritage Leaders 
Scholarship 
Deadline: September 30, 2017 
(nomination required) 
 
 

Province Wide 
Scholarships: October  

Bertram and Hazel Stewart 4-H Dairy 

Youth Education Award & Bursary 

Prospective winners must be 4-H 

Ontario members for a minimum of 

three years (minimum one 4-H project 

per year) enrolled in Grades 9, 10 or 11, 

with intent to pursue postsecondary 

education. 

Award: $1000 payable upon successful 

completion of first year of 

postsecondary schooling  

Deadline: October 1, 9:00 a.m. 

 

Canada Wide 
Scholarships: October 

Royal Canadian Legion Bursaries and 

Scholarships (Local Branches) 

Poppy Trust Fund Bursaries: Local 

Legion Branches may grant bursaries to 

the children, grandchildren, and great-

grandchildren of veterans who need 

financial assistance to pursue a 

postsecondary education. Bursaries may 

be granted at any stage of a college or 

university program. Scholarships: Many 

branches award scholarships to 

recognize scholastic achievement and 

support youth in their community. For 

information on bursaries and 

scholarships available in your 

community, please contact the Legion 

Branch nearest you. Applications may 

be taken in October / November 

although each branch develops its 

own eligibility requirements, 

deadlines, and application 

procedures. (*Note: RCL offers 

provincial bursaries as well —

applications due last Friday in 

March) 

 
Credit Education Week Canada 

(CEWC) 2017 Essay Contest 

Grade 12 students across Canada are 

invited to confess their financial 

calamity story: What was the dumbest 

thing you ever did with your money? 

Essay between 900-1000 words and can 

be written in either English or French. 

Take note of the criteria on which the 

essay will be judged.  

Awards: over twenty prizes ranging 

from $1000 to $5000 

Deadline: October 9, 2017 

*Note: If your essay is one of the 

Selected Essays, you’ll be notified by 

telephone that you’re eligible to win, on 

or about October 31, 2017.  If you can’t 

be reached or if you don’t 

respond within 2 days of attempts to 

reach you, you will be disqualified. 

 

Loran Scholars Foundation: Loran 

Awards  

For students in final year of 

uninterrupted fulltime studies in high 

school who demonstrate character, 

commitment to service in the 

community, and leadership potential; 

85% minimum cumulative average, 

including most recent three years of 

final grades; 4,438 applications in 2016; 

400 interviewed. Please contact your 

guidance counsellor to find out how 

your school determines which students 

to sponsor. (*Students who have 

undertaken a gap year for academic 

pursuits or community service-based 

activities may be eligible -- contact 
info@loranscholar.ca ).  

Loran Award: up to thirty-four 

students will be selected as Loran 

Scholars; award valued at up to 

$100,000 over four years (including 

access to $10,000 in funding for 

summer internships, one-on-one 

mentorship, and annual retreats and 

scholar gatherings; tenable at 25 

universities  

Other Awards: 104 awards – 54 $5000 

one-time entrance awards (finalists); 50 

$2000 one-time entrance awards 

(provincial) 

Deadline: Sponsored Applications 

October 18, 8:00 p.m.; Direct Pool 

applications October 25, 8:00 p.m. 

 

Horatio Alger Association of Canada: 

Canadian Scholarship Program 

For students with financial need (family 

income under $65,000) who have 

demonstrated integrity and perseverance 

in overcoming adversity, a commitment 

to pursue a postsecondary education, a 

desire to contribute to society, and a 

good academic record. All applicants 

must have, and maintain, at least a 65% 

average. The application contains a 

required adversity essay, a personal 

statement essay (50-200 words), and an 

optional entrepreneurial essay (for those 

who wish to be considered for the 

National Entrepreneurial Scholarship). 

See the FAQs here. *Applicants for 

both the Entrepreneurial and Canadian 

Scholarships are required to fill out only 

ONE application (see next page).  

 

 

 

https://secure.cscm.org/default.asp?id=1274
https://secure.cscm.org/default.asp?id=1274
https://secure.cscm.org/default.asp?id=1274
https://www.ontarioparks.com/bursary
http://www.bluearthrenewables.com/community-investment/aboriginal-clean-energy-scholarship/
http://www.bluearthrenewables.com/community-investment/aboriginal-clean-energy-scholarship/
http://www.bluearthrenewables.com/community-investment/aboriginal-clean-energy-scholarship/
https://opseu.org/information/carol-mcgregor-scholarship
https://opseu.org/information/carol-mcgregor-scholarship
https://opseu.org/information/carol-mcgregor-scholarship
http://www.cysa-joca.ca/core/
http://www.cysa-joca.ca/core/
http://www.ufcw.ca/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=61&Itemid=110&lang=en
http://www.ufcw.ca/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=61&Itemid=110&lang=en
http://www.ufcw.ca/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=61&Itemid=110&lang=en
http://www.ufcw.ca/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=61&Itemid=110&lang=en
http://www.heritagetrust.on.ca/en/index.php/pages/programs/recognition-programs
http://www.heritagetrust.on.ca/en/index.php/pages/programs/recognition-programs
http://www.olympianswimming.com/swimming-lifesaving-awards/
http://www.olympianswimming.com/swimming-lifesaving-awards/
http://www.olympianswimming.com/swimming-lifesaving-awards/
http://www.4-hontario.ca/youth/opportunities/scholarships-grants/4-h-dairy-youth-education-award-bursary.aspx
http://www.4-hontario.ca/youth/opportunities/scholarships-grants/4-h-dairy-youth-education-award-bursary.aspx
http://www.legion.ca/communities-youth/youth-education/scholarships-and-bursaries
http://www.legion.ca/communities-youth/youth-education/scholarships-and-bursaries
http://www.legion.ca/who-we-are/branch-locator/
http://www.legion.ca/who-we-are/branch-locator/
http://www.on.legion.ca/remembrance/youth-programs/bursaries
https://cewc.ca/grade-12-essay-contest
https://cewc.ca/grade-12-essay-contest
http://loranscholar.ca/apply/
http://loranscholar.ca/apply/
mailto:info@loranscholar.ca
http://www.loranscholar.ca/our-supporters/#universities
http://www.loranscholar.ca/our-supporters/#universities
https://www.horatioalger.ca/en/scholarships/
https://www.horatioalger.ca/en/scholarships/
https://www.horatioalger.ca/en/scholarships/frequently-asked-questions/


 

 

#1. Horatio Alger National 

Entrepreneurial Scholarships: For 

students who demonstrate desire and 

ability to be entrepreneurial in a chosen 

field; top five applicants receive a 

scholarship of $10,000 each; these 

students will also be invited to 

Washington, D.C. during the spring of 

their final year in high school to 

participate in a conference. 

#2. Horatio Alger Canadian 

Scholarships: eighty scholarships valued 

at $5,000 each 

Deadline for both scholarships: 

October 25, 5:00 p.m.  

 

  
 

Horatio Alger Association / Fairfax 

Financial Holdings Entrance Awards  

For selected youth residing in Canada 

who face significant financial obstacles; 

to help them achieve a Canadian college 

or university diploma or degree 

Eligibility: plan to enroll fulltime at one 

of the eligible colleges / universities 

listed*; have graduated from high 

school within 18 months prior to 

applying; demonstrate financial need 

based on government student loan 

assessment from their home province; 

demonstrate academic readiness: 

minimum 80% grade average; Canadian 

citizenship or permanent residency  

Awards: forty-five scholarships of up 

to $5000 for students attending select 

Canadian postsecondary institutions  

Application deadline: determined by 

the eligible colleges and 

universities.  Please contact the specific 

institution to find out how to apply for 

these awards. *Eligible colleges and 

universities in Ontario: Georgian 

College, Seneca College, Sheridan 

College, University of Toronto, 

University of Waterloo 

 

 

Canadian Junior Limousin Association 

(CJLA) Scholarships 

Awarded to CJLA members. To apply: 

email cjla@limousin.com answering 

the following question: Why have you 

chosen the Limousin breed? 

Awards: Two $500 scholarships and 

two $250 scholarships 

Deadline: October 31 

Note: See also the Australian / 

Canadian Limousin Youth Exchange 

 

Province Wide 
Scholarships: November 

Ontario Secondary School Teachers’ 

Federation (OSSTF/FEESO) Student 

Achievement Awards 

A writing / creative arts competition; 

submit creative work based on the 

year’s theme (TBA). Each school may 

submit one entry per category (eight 

categories). *See Tips for Students (link 

to PDF on Awards page) 

Awards: eight $1000 awards 

Deadline: November (TBA) 

 

Canada Wide 
Scholarships: November 

Scotiabank National Scholarship 

For high school students (as well as 

postsecondary students) planning to 

enroll in college, university, or trade 

school in the 2018 / 2019 or 2019 / 2020 

academic year. Essay question: In 150 

words or less, tell us what word, quote, 

or phrase best represents your life as a 

student and why. Essay judged on 

creativity, clarity of thought, and 

grammar. Must be a member of yconic 

(formerly Student Awards) to be 

eligible to apply. 

Awards: fifteen $5000 scholarships  

Deadline: November 2, 3:00 PM. 

Apply by September 20 and you’ll be 

entered for a chance to win one of five 

$1,000 Early Bird Prizes (one per 

geographical area) 

 
TD Scholarships for Community 

Leadership 

For students in their last year of high 

school who have demonstrated 

leadership in improving their 

community e.g., cleaning up the 

environment, promoting social justice, 

or fighting child poverty; minimum 

overall grade average of 75% in 

recently completed school year. Note: 

applicant must have a letter of support 

from his / her school.  

Awards: twenty renewable 

scholarships; up to $10,000 for tuition 

per academic year; $7,500 a year for 

living expenses; maximum of four years 

Deadline: November (TBA) 

• *Note: Each of five regions (Atlantic 

Canada — Quebec – Ontario -- Prairie 

Provinces/Northwest Territories/ 

Nunavut -- British Columbia/Yukon) 

will have at least two scholarship 

recipients and twenty scholarships will 

be awarded across Canada. 

 

The Arthur Paulin Automotive 

Aftermarket Scholarship Awards   

For students enrolled in an automotive 

aftermarket industry-related program or 

curriculum (including studies in auto 

body, hard parts, heavy duty, or motive 

power (machinists)) at a Canadian 

college or university; apprenticeship 

programs also qualify -- students in the 

Ontario Youth Apprenticeship Program 

(OYAP), a school-to-work transition 

program offered through Ontario 

secondary schools, are eligible if the 

student is enrolled in the classroom part 

of the apprenticeship in the fall 

semester. *Note: see Basis for Selection 

section or required documents; 

financial need is a consideration 

Awards: at least five $700 scholarships 

will be awarded to qualified students 

enrolled in an automotive program in 

each of the four following regions: 

Atlantic Canada, Quebec, Ontario, 

Western Canada. Another scholarship 

will be awarded to a student pursuing 

studies at the Canadian Automotive 

Institute of Georgian College in Barrie. 

Deadline: November 30 

 

 

https://www.horatioalger.ca/en/scholarships/about-our-scholarships-programs/national-scholarships/
https://www.horatioalger.ca/en/scholarships/about-our-scholarships-programs/national-scholarships/
https://www.horatioalger.ca/en/scholarships/about-our-scholarships-programs/provincial-programs/
https://www.horatioalger.ca/en/scholarships/about-our-scholarships-programs/provincial-programs/
https://www.horatioalger.ca/en/scholarships/about-our-scholarships-programs/fairfax-financial-program/
https://www.horatioalger.ca/en/scholarships/about-our-scholarships-programs/fairfax-financial-program/
https://www.horatioalger.ca/en/scholarships/about-our-scholarships-programs/fairfax-financial-program/
http://limousin.com/juniors/scholarships-and-travel-opportunities
http://limousin.com/juniors/scholarships-and-travel-opportunities
mailto:cjla@limousin.com
http://limousin.com/juniors/scholarships-and-travel-opportunities
http://limousin.com/juniors/scholarships-and-travel-opportunities
http://www.osstf.on.ca/studentachievementawards
http://www.osstf.on.ca/studentachievementawards
http://www.osstf.on.ca/studentachievementawards
http://www.fundyourfuture.ca/nationalscholarship/Closed.aspx
http://www.tdcanadatrust.com/products-services/banking/student-life/scholarship-for-community-leadership/index.jsp
http://www.tdcanadatrust.com/products-services/banking/student-life/scholarship-for-community-leadership/index.jsp
http://www.aiacanada.com/scholarships.cfm?itemid=3491&smocid=1350
http://www.aiacanada.com/scholarships.cfm?itemid=3491&smocid=1350


 

 

OPPORTUNITIES: 

Science, Arts, Politics, 
Awards, Career Exploration, 

Leadership 
 
Breakthrough Junior Challenge 
Students ages 13-18: The 
Breakthrough Junior Challenge is an 
“annual global competition for 
students to inspire creative thinking 
about science.” Students must 
create and submit an original three-
minute video that explains a big 
scientific idea in fundamental 
physics, life sciences, or math. The 
submissions are judged on the 
student’s ability to communicate 
complex scientific ideas in engaging, 
illuminating, and imaginative ways. 
Prize: $250,000 for a post-
secondary scholarship that can be 
used for tuition and fees at colleges 
and universities worldwide. The 
Teacher Inspiration Prize is a 
$50,000 cash gift to the teacher that 
inspired you in the field of physics, 
mathematics, and life sciences. 
Official Launch: September 1. 
Submission deadline: October 
(TBA) 
 

Youth Arts Program / Legislative 
Assembly of Ontario 
Youth from across the province are 
invited to display their works 
throughout the Legislative Building 
of Ontario; artwork submitted 
consists of a variety of media 
including: photography; sculptures; 
ceramics and pottery; drawings in 
ink, pencil, and charcoal; acrylic, oil, 

and watercolour paintings. Online 
applications are accepted from 
September 10-October 15. 
 
Legislative Assembly of Ontario 
Model Parliament for Youth 
Open to civic-minded high school 
students in Grades 10-12, who are 
interested in current events and 
provincial issues. 107 students, 
representing each of the province’s 
ridings, will be brought together for a 
three-day Model Parliament 
Program in Toronto February 21-23, 
2018. Must submit a 450- 500-word 
essay outlining why they think they 
are a suitable candidate for the 
program and provide one letter of 
recommendation from a teacher, 
principal, vice principal, or guidance 
counselor. *Note: For students who 
live further than fifty kilometres from 
Toronto, one return trip for the 
student from the participant's 
hometown to Toronto will be 
reimbursed by the Model Parliament 
Program. Train, bus, air and GO 
Transit travel will be reimbursed; 
mileage will not be reimbursed. Must 
find own accommodation. See FAQs 
here. Applications open 
September 15-October 30. 
 
 

 
 
 

University of Toronto National Book 
Award Program 
For students who demonstrate 
superior academic performance, 
original and creative thought, 
exceptional achievement in a broad 
context, and a strong involvement in 
the lives of their schools and 
communities. It is not necessary that 
the student intend to apply for 
admission to the University of 
Toronto. Award recipients receive a 
National Book Award recognizing 
their achievements, and as a symbol 

of their academic potential. It is a 
non-monetary award. The book will 
be presented to the student at their 
secondary school graduation 
ceremony at the end of the school 
year. (Students nominated for this 
award are invited to submit an 
application to the National 
Scholarship Program.). 
Every Canadian secondary school 
across the country is invited to 
nominate one student. Your school 
Principal, Head of Guidance, or a 
designate can nominate a student 
using the National Book Award 
online nomination form. Ask your 
school officials if you might be 
considered. Deadline: November 4, 
2017 
 
Forum for Young Canadians 
Learn and experience the political 
decision-making process in Canada 
during one week on Parliament Hill. 
See cost and financing options here. 
Deadline: November 27, 2017 
 

 
 
 
SHAD 
A program that empowers 
exceptional high school students 
(Grades 10-12) to recognize their 
own capabilities and envision their 
extraordinary potential as 
tomorrow’s leaders and change 
makers. Each year, SHAD provides 
the opportunity for 800+ to attend a 
month-long summer program, in-
residence at one of the 
Canadian host universities, focused 
on STEAM (science, technology, 
engineering, arts & math). Students 
selected through the rigorous, 
competitive process are top 
performers who are also well-
rounded emerging leaders 
demonstrating initiative, creativity, 
and flair. They are leaders in their 
schools, volunteers in their 

 

3 Main Types of Scholarships 

 

 Academic: based on high 

academic achievement 

 Merit: based on specific 

criteria such as 

leadership, volunteerism, 

etc. 

 Need-based: based on 

financial background 
 

 

https://breakthroughjuniorchallenge.org/
http://discoveryportal.ontla.on.ca/en/youth-programs/youth-arts/youth-arts-program
http://discoveryportal.ontla.on.ca/en/youth-programs/youth-arts/youth-arts-program
http://discoveryportal.ontla.on.ca/en/youth-programs/model-parliament
http://discoveryportal.ontla.on.ca/en/youth-programs/model-parliament
http://discoveryportal.ontla.on.ca/en/youth-programs/model-parliament/eligibility-requirements-and-selection-criteria
http://discoveryportal.ontla.on.ca/en/youth-programs/model-parliament/eligibility-requirements-and-selection-criteria
http://discoveryportal.ontla.on.ca/en/youth-programs/model-parliament/faqs
http://www.future.utoronto.ca/content/national-book-award
http://www.future.utoronto.ca/content/national-book-award
http://www.future.utoronto.ca/content/national-scholarship-program
http://www.future.utoronto.ca/content/national-scholarship-program
http://forum.ca/the-program/for-students/?lang=en
http://forum.ca/the-program/dates/?lang=en
http://forum.ca/the-program/bursaries/?lang=en
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communities, and are often gifted 
musicians, artists, and athletes. 
SHAD program participants are 
eligible to compete for a 
summer volunteer internship for 
the month of August, immediately 
following the July in-residence 
university program. Financial 
assistance is available. Deadline: 
late November (TBA) 
 
Ontario Community Newspapers 
Association Junior Citizen Awards  
Eligibility: Any resident of Ontario, 
ages 6-17 is eligible to receive an 
Ontario Junior Citizen Award. Must 
be nominated. Supporting 
Nomination Forms must be 
completed by at least two individuals 
other than the primary nominator. 
Nominees may be: young people 
involved in worthwhile community 
service; special young people who 
are contributing while living with a 
physical or psychological limitation; 
individuals who have performed acts 
of heroism or bravery in the past 
year; young people who have 
demonstrated excellence in 
personal achievements; 'good kids' 
who show a commitment to make 
life better for others and do more 
than is normally expected of 
someone their age. Up to 12 
individual final recipients may be 
chosen as Ontario Junior Citizens of 
the Year. Every nominee receives 
a certificate of recognition from their 
local community newspaper, and the 
final recipients are invited to a 

special ceremony in Toronto.  

Deadline: November 30 
Nomination Forms will be 
available in September (scroll to 
bottom of website page). 
 

Encounters with Canada / Historica 
Canada 
EWC is the country’s largest youth 
(ages 14-17) forum offering students 
the opportunity to explore career 
options. Select from one of 14 
career-oriented themes. 
Applications are accepted year-
round: First come, first served. Cost: 
$675. Some provincial / territorial 
governments provide limited 
subsidies ranging from $67 to $400 

per participant. (Submit the Contact 
Form to find your regional 
coordinator for more details as to 
what funding may be available.). 
Many schools and sponsors (such as 
Tim Hortons, Ford, General Motors, 
Honda and other car dealers) have 
helped participants financially. 
Organizations (such as Knights of 
Columbus, Royal Canadian Legion, 
etc.) have helped fund participants as 
well. 
 
 

 
 
 
Federation of Canadian Secondary 
Students General Member 
Students from across Canada who 
are interested in student voice and 
may not want to make a year-long 
commitment but who want to 
participate in Member-only 
consultations and discussions to 
help shape the future of student 
voice can apply for membership.  
Applications accepted on a 
rolling basis August-April 
(inclusive).  
 
Prime Minister's Youth Council 
The Council is a group of young 
Canadians ages 16-24 “who provide 
non-partisan advice to the Prime 
Minister and the Government of 
Canada on issues of importance to 
them and to all Canadians.” 
Members meet both online and in 
person several times a year. The 
next call for applications is expected 
in the fall of 2017. You can sign up 
to receive updates on youth 
engagement opportunities, including 
notifications about when the next 
application session opens for the 
Prime Minister’s Youth Council by 
signing up here. 
 
 

 
 
Missed the Ontario Universities’ 
Fair? No problem! Check out the 
University Information Program 
coming to your area: 
 
Hamilton, Halton, Niagara, & Brant: 
Week of September 25, 2017 
Kitchener, Waterloo, and Guelph 
Regions:  
Week of September 25, 2017 
Northeastern Ontario: 
Week of October 2, 2017 
Northwestern Ontario: 
Week of October 2, 2017 
Muskoka and Grey Bruce: 
Week of October 16, 2017 
Ottawa Region:  
Week of October 23, 2017 
Southeastern Ontario: 
Week of November 6, 2017 
Southwestern Ontario: 
Week of November 6, 2017 
 

 
 

And…here is the College 
Information Program Schedule: 
 
Northwestern Ontario  
September 25-28 
Eastern Ontario 
October 2-6 
Northeastern Ontario 
October 10-13 
Southwestern Ontario & Hamilton   
October 16-20 
Niagara Region & Georgian Bay   
October 23-27 
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