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Administrative

Uniform Review
By St. Benedict Administration
As the winter weather is upon us we wish to remind parents and students of the school's uniform
expectations.

 
Students are expected to be in complete uniform which consists of McCarthy uniform bottoms and
tops. Uniform tops may only be worn with a white or navy blue t-shirt underneath. Non-uniform tops
which could include hoodies, sweatshirts or sweaters are not permitted to be worn underneath.

Scarves, hats, hoods may not be worn and students should remove these upon entering the
building.

 Jackets or sweaters are permitted between classes for those travelling between the portables and
the main building. However, uniform pants are required at all times.

Track pants, jeans or other non-uniform bottoms are not permitted during the school day.

During lunch, students are to be in full uniform in the library, cafeteria and any classroom (when in a
club or math help etc.). The same expectations regarding proper uniform tops and bottoms apply in
these designated areas.

Teachers have been directed to send students with uniform infractions to the Main Office where they will
speak with their administrator. If you have any questions, please contact your son's or daughter's
administrative contact. This information can be found on the school's Administration page.

French Immersion Survey
By WCDSB Newswire

  
The Waterloo Catholic District School Board is reviewing its French Immersion program. The purpose of the
review is to develop a proactive French Immersion plan to set the board up for success. This plan will set
the framework for future accommodation decisions, French Immersion program growth, and will ensure that
a quality program is offered to all students, regardless of their program.
The following factors will be considered in this review:

 
School organization (grade structure, single track, dual track)

Entry point

https://stbenedict.wcdsb.ca/?mailpoet_router&endpoint=view_in_browser&action=view&data=WzcsMCwwLDAsMiwxXQ
https://stbenedict.wcdsb.ca/about-us/administration/


French Immersion boundaries (and registration priorities)

Transportation (as it relates to school organization)

Criteria for selecting new FI sites

Please help us by completing this survey prior to December 15th.
  

Who should complete this survey?
Parents of children in French Immersion

Parents of children in the English program

WCDSB staff

Interested community members

Your opinion is important to us and will help inform the French Immersion plan.
  

For more information:
 Contact: frenchimmersionreview@wcdsb.ca

 Website: https://www.wcdsb.ca/programs-and-services/fsl/french-immersion-review/

https://goo.gl/forms/F6393m64jwTy8J0p1


Are You Ready for Winter Weather??
By WCDSB Newswire
It’s that time of year! Advent is here, and soon Christmas will be upon us. It’s snow season — and that
means it’s time to review the WCDSB’s Inclement Weather Policy.
Winter weather can be very unpredictable. So it’s best to be prepared. Here are some key things to
remember – because not every day with snow is a snow day:

 
1. Bad weather — such as a snow storm or frigid temperatures — is always a possibility during the

winter months. It is very important to dress appropriately for the conditions.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfJoLyLK-gkDMBdacCi1BKsI2Z8y1Sqn0pcAJMnsJSbto26cQ/viewform


2. During bad weather, schools and board administrative sites may still be open, even if school buses
are cancelled.

3. At 5:30 a.m. on mornings when inclement weather has been forecast for Waterloo Region, the
General Manager of Student Transportation Services of Waterloo Region (STSWR) assesses the
current weather conditions – in consultation with local bus companies, if necessary. If a
recommendation to cancel transportation (including potential closure of schools) is to be made, the
local Directors of Education are contacted and a joint decision is made between STSWR, the
WCDSB and the Waterloo Region District School Board.

4. All reasonable efforts are made to announce any cancellation of buses or school closures by 6:00
a.m.

5. It is recommended that parents, guardians, staff and students tune in a local Waterloo Region radio
station and also monitor the following online information sources for information about potential
closures or cancellations:

STSWR Website: http://www.stswr.ca/
STSWR Twitter Feed: @STSWR
WCDSB Website: https://www.wcdsb.ca/
WCDSB Twitter Feed: @WCDSBNewswire



News from Guidance
By Mrs. L. O'Neill

Applying to University this year?
A number of grade 12 students who requested an OUAC (Ontario University Application Centre) PIN
number have not picked them up in the Guidance office yet. This information is required to apply to



University. If you have not received your OUAC PIN, please come to guidance to pick up your PIN as soon
as possible. We recommend you apply over the Christmas break as we do not come back until January 8th
and University applications are due by January 17th. They often have technical issues near application the
deadline so please do not wait to apply near the deadline or it could compromise your application. Please
speak to your guidance counsellor if you need more information.

Applying to College?
If you are planning to apply to an Ontario College, please visit the ontariocolleges.ca website to get started.
You do not need a PIN to apply just need to set up an account.
The deadline to apply to College is February 1st, 2018.

Leadership Conference applications due Friday
By Mr. J. Curtis
For all those Grade 10 students who took an application for the Hugh O'Brien Leadership Conference, the
complete package is due by the end of day on Friday, December 15th to Mr. Curtis in the SAC Office. We
will be making our decision in the new year and we will let the whole school know who our representative
will be in February.

Academic

Enriching the Lives of
Students
By Mrs. D. Wittmann
There many opportunities for students to enhance
their learning experience: Enrichment courses,
LEAP, OYAP, UCEP, Co-op, Home Build, SHSM,
and Skills Canada. Visit the Enrichment blog for
information on all these opportunities. The Blogroll
contains a plethora of learning enhancements. To
learn more about what we offer, click on
Enrichment@St.Benedict.

English Corner
By Mrs. D. Wittmann
To receive an Ontario Secondary School Diploma
(OSSD) each student must obtain four credits in
English (one credit per grade). Visit the English
blog to read the course offerings provided by the
Saint Benedict English Department. The Blogroll
has great resources for both students and
parents. Enjoy! English@St.Benedict blog.

http://enrichmentatstbenedict.wordpress.com/
http://englishatstbenedict.wordpress.com/


Junior Achievement
Christmas Sales
By Mr. R. Szpiech
Christmas cards sales are going on this week in
the atrium during the lunch period. Make sure if
you want a card delivered, bring $2 for the card
and an extra $0.50 for delivery if you wish for the
card to be delivered to someone in a classroom.
The cards will be delivered the following week and
will be accompanied by a free candy cane.

  
Also, come and get a gift basket for your special
one before Christmas. Santa’s Gift baskets will be
sold from $5-7 in the atrium during lunch until
Friday. All proceeds will be going towards a local
charity.

Coop Career Fair
By Mrs. M. Crowell
Thanks to everyone who visited our Coop Career
Fair on Monday Dec 11th in the atrium. It was a
great turnout and staff and students got lots of
valuable information about coop from speaking
with current coop students.

  
For more information about the Cooperative
Education program, visit our Board's Coop web
page.

Sports

https://coop.wcdsb.ca/


Winter sports season
is in full swing!
By BENN Staff
Check out the calendar on the school website for
when the Saints play in the various winter sports.
Teams running at this time are: Basketball –
junior, midget, and senior boys; Curling; Hockey –
boys and girls, Swimming, Volleyball – junior,
midget, and senior girls; and Wrestling.

  

Junior Girls Volleyball
By Ms. J. Birch
Congratulations to the members of the Junior
Girls Volleyball team for starting their season 2-0.
This week they travelled to Pere Rene and St.
Mary's, defeating both teams 3 sets to 1 with their
fabulous teamwork. We have home games on
Monday and Wednesday next week, so come out
to the gym to cheer on these awesome athletes!

Latest Results
JUNIOR BOYS BASKETBALL

 St. Benedict 48, Monsignor Doyle 11
Resurrection 49, St. Benedict 29
St. Mary's 67, St. Benedict 38
St. Benedict 50, St. David 39

  
SENIOR BOYS BASKETBALL

 St. Benedict 61, Monsignor Doyle 30
Resurrection 49, St. Benedict 47
St. Mary's 51, St. Benedict 36
St. Benedict 67, St. David 49

  
JUNIOR GIRLS VOLLEYBALL

 St. Benedict 3, ES Pere-Rene-de-Galinee 1
St. Benedict 3, St. Mary's 1
St. Benedict 3, Monsignor Doyle 0

  
SENIOR GIRLS VOLLEYBALL
St. Benedict 3, ES Pere-Rene-de-Galinee 0
St. Benedict 3, St. Mary's 0
St. Benedict 3, Monsignor Doyle 0

  
SENIOR BOYS ICE HOCKEY

 St. Mary's 4, St. Benedict 1
St. Benedict 4, St. David 2

Girls Hockey team wins tournament
By Mr. E. Offak



The Girls Varsity Hockey Team participated in
their first tournament of the year this past
Tuesday. The Burlington Wave Hockey Classic
Tournament was to be the girls' first big test as a
team this season.
They opened the tournament with a convincing 5-
0 victory over Trafalgar H.S. Next they played a
strong game versus Abbey Park, faced a hot
goaltender and ended up tying 0-0.
In the final round robin game they also settled for
1-1 tie versus Iroquois Ridge HS.
In the final it was a rematch versus Abbey Park
but this time the girls were prepared for this
match. They ended up winning with a very
convincing 4-0 victory. The MVP for the final game
was Emily Cormier, scoring 3 goals. Special
shout-outs to Taylor Skuta and Kayleigh Wilson
playing stellar on defence. Rock solid

goaltending provided by Amanda Meisner and
Alyssa Simpson. An all-around team effort.
What made this victory extra special is that this
year's team is only a tournament team and did not
participate in D8 league play. Congratulations
Ladies!

Saints' Girls Hockey team, the Burlington
Wave champions! With coaches Ms. Buhlman
and Mr. Offak

Senior Girls Volleyballers second in tounrnament
By Ms. C. Stefan
Please congratulate the Senior Girls Volleyball team for placing second in a tournament at Mohawk college
last Thursday. Maya Danis and Gigi Markotic both won awards for Players of the Tournament. Excellent
effort was shown throughout the entire day by the whole team.

Cross Country Team 2017 - Season Highlights
By Ms. P. Stang



Midget Boys
Mauricio Bravo
Austin Brunn
Jacob LeDrew
Luke Meadus
Cole Matthews
 
Midget Girls
Emma Brown
Emma Davidson
Ciana Kumar
Annabelle Walsh
Brianna Zakrzewski
 
Junior Boys
Matthew Beamer
Cael Cassidy
Weldon Hovey
Logan O'Krafka
Paul Slocombe
 
Junior Girls
Avery Gardin
Abrianna Gonzalez-Day
Alyssa Haddow
Jamie Milne
Rachel Misener
Riley Misener
Stephanie Oei
Angela Taborek

District 8 Championship
Results

 
District 8 - Team Titles
Overall Girls Champions - 1st. Place (tied with
Resurrection)
Combined Overall Championship - 2nd Place -
Missed first place by 1 point
Midget Boys Team - 3rd. Place
Midget Girls Team - 3rd. Place
Junior Boys Team - 2nd. Place
Junior Girls Team - 3rd. Place
Senior Boys Team - 2nd. Place
Senior Girls Team - 2nd. Place
 
Individual District 8 Results

 Midget Boys
 Luke Meadus - 3rd. Place

 Midget Girls
Brianna Zakrzewski - 3rd. Place

 Junior Boys
Weldon Hovey - 5th. Place
Logan O'Krafka - 8th. Place

 Senior Girls
Nikki Soares - 3rd. Place
Faith Nieson - 6th. Place
Hope Harnack - 7th. Place

 



Angela Taborek
Jacqueline Wells
Victoria Windsor
Ola Zaba
 
Senior Boys
Colin Cabral
Adam Carriere
Jason Gancena
Jason He
Adam Madar
Connor Milne
Matthew Murphy
Carter Reid
Blake Semper
Alex Thesouvanh
Adam Vieno
 
Senior Girls
Erica Brobbel
Stephanie Castelblanco
Natalie Davidson
Hope Harnack
Julianna Henessey
Ashley Holman
Samantha Hovey
Charlotte Jones

 Margueritte Leadbeater
Bethany Lewis
Jackie Papadopoulos
Laura Pietroiusti
Faith Nieson
Nikki Soares
Kyanna Vi
Julia Vo
Shauna Walker-DeJong

  
Coaches
Mrs. Sarah Gonzalez-Day

 Mr. Michael Percyzsyn
Ms. Patricia Stang

CWOSSA Results
Senior Girls Team - Bronze Medal
Nikki Soares, Hope Harnack, Charlotte Jones,
Faith Nieson, Vyanna Vi and Bethany Lewis

 
Waterloo County Invitation
Meet
Senior Girls - 1st. Place
Nikki Soares, Hope Harnack, Charlotte Jones,
Faith Nieson, Vyanna Vi and Bethany Lewis

  
The coaches want to congratulate all team
members on a fantastic season!

  
 

Senior Girls X-C Team 2017 (L to R): Kyanna
Vi, Faith Nieson, Margueritte Leadbeater,
Stephanie Castelblanco, Charlotte Jones,
Nikki Soares, Bethany Lewis, Julianna
Hennessey, Ashley Holman, Jackie
Papadopoulos, Laura Pietroiusti, Samantha
Hovey, Julia Vo, Hope Harnack. Absent: Erica
Brobbel, Natalie Davidson, Shauna Walker-
DeJong

Clubs

Games Club tournament... it's going to be Magic!
By Mr. P. Riso



Games Club will be hosting the Unstable Magic the Gathering draft tournament on Thursday Dec 14, 2017
in room 227. It is free to enter, anyone interested must sign up with Mr. Riso in room 227 ASAP. You do not
need to be a member of Games Club to join.

Lacrosse Club for girls
By Ms. A. Kreuger
Just a reminder to any girls interested in joining the girls lacrosse club to please see Ms. Kreuger in the
phys.ed office to pick up a permission form. No experience is necessary! Come out and give it a go! Hope
to see you in the gym Monday’s at lunch!

Other News

Parish Connections

St. Patrick's Parish
We invite you and your family to join us at St
Patrick’s Parish as we celebrate the Nativity of
Our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. Please note
that in Canada, the holy days of obligation are the
following: every Sunday, Christmas Day
(December 25) and the Solemnity of Mary, Mother
of God (January 1).

  
Additional parking is available in the parking lot at
the corner of Wellington and Main Streets, behind
City Hall off of Cambridge Street and across from
the David Durward Centre (Beverly and Dixon
Streets). Please note that there is no street
parking on Wellington Street.

  
Christmas Mass Times:
Fourth Sunday of Advent
Saturday, December 23 – 5 pm
Sunday, December 24 – 10 am only
Please note that these Masses fulfill the Sunday
obligation only.

  
THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD
Sunday, December 24:
4:45 pm – Children’s Nativity Presentation
5 pm – Mass and Blessing of the Christmas Crib
7 pm – The Proclamation of Christmas followed
by Mass in the Holy Night

St. Mary of the Visitation
Join us for Christmas in Hespeler!

  
4th SUNDAY OF ADVENT (December 23/24,
2017)
Saturday, December 23, 2017 - 5:00pm Mass
Sunday, December 24, 2017 - 9:00am and
11:00am

  
Check out details on our Christmas Eve
Shuttle
Christmas Eve (December 24th)
(Carols 30 minutes before all Masses)
5:00 p.m. - Family Mass with Pageant
(Special "Jingle Jam" Children's Ministry for JK-
Grade 4)
7:00 p.m. - Family Mass with Youth Choir
(Special "Jingle Jam" Children's Ministry for JK-
Grade 4)
10:00pm - Solemn Mass of Christmas with Music
led by Schola of the Sisters of Our Lady
Immaculate
Family-Friendly Seating: At all our Masses on
Christmas for parents who choose to keep their
small children with them at Christmas, we’re
offering a special seating section. Little ones can
move around, and parents can still see and hear
everything. Host Ministers can direct you there.

  



10 pm – Solemn Mass of the Nativity with Incense
  

Monday, December 25:
10 am – Solemn Mass of Christmas Day with
Incense

  
Weekdays in the Octave of Christmas:
December 27 – Feast of St. John, Apostle and
Evangelist – Mass at 8 am
December 28 – Feast of the Holy Innocents –
Mass at 5 pm
December 29 – St. Thomas Becket, Martyr –
Mass at 8 am, adoration at 8:30 am, Benediction
at 9:30 am

  
THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY AND
JOSEPH
Saturday, December 30 – 5 pm
Sunday, December 31
8 am – Said Mass at the Lady Altar
9 & 11 am – Sung Mass
Please note that these Masses fulfill the Sunday
obligation only.

  
SOLEMNITY OF MARY, MOTHER OF GOD –
Octave Day of Christmas
Sunday, December 31 - 5 pm – Sung Mass
Monday, January 1 - 10 am – Solemn Mass with
Incense

Christmas Day (December 25th)
10:00 a.m. - Family Mass of Christmas Day
 
FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY (December
30/31, 2017)
December 30, 2017 - 5:00pm - Vigil Mass for The
Holy Family
Sunday, December 31, 2017 - 9:00am and
11:00am

  
Solemnity of Mary the Mother of God
December 31, 2017 - Vigil Mass for Solemnity of
Mary the Mother of God at 5:00 p.m.
January 1, 2018 at 10:00am

  
FEAST OF THE EPIPHANY - January 6/7, 2018
Saturday, January 6, 2018 - 5:00pm Vigil Mass for
the Epiphany
Sunday, January 7, 2018 - 8:00am, 9:30am,
11:30am - Mass of the Epiphany

  
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Please take advantage of various Celebrations of
the Sacrament of Reconciliation, to be held:
December 13 at 7:00 pm at St. Ambrose Church
December 14 from 8:00am-8:00pm at our Parish
December 19 at 7:00 pm at St. Patrick Church
and at St. Clement Church
Please use one of these opportunities (especially
the one here at our parish) to celebrate this
Sacrament of God’s merciful love before
Christmas.







Save the Date!



Calendar of Events
Be sure to visit our school website for an updated calendar with detailed information links for most calendar
entries.

Wednesday, December 13
 BENN Newsletter release

 2:15pm: Yearbook Team
 2:15pm: Concert Band

 3:00pm: Jr. Girls Volleyball vs Resurrection CSS
 3:00pm: Sr. Girls Volleyball vs Resurrection CSS
  

Thursday, December 14
 10:40am: Anime Club

 10:40am: Robotics & Engineering Club

Monday, December 25
 Christmas Day

  
Tuesday, December 26

 Boxing Day
  

Sunday, December 31
 New Year's Eve

  
Monday January 1



10:40am: Robotics & Engineering Club
 10:40am: Champions of Change

 10:40am: Accepting Differences Club
 10:40am: Praise & Worship Music Team practice

 10:40am: MarioKart club
 10:40am: DECA Business Club

 10:40am: Lost Club
 2:15pm: Math Club
 2:15pm: Games Club

 2:15pm: Jazz Band
 3:00pm: Midget Girls Volleyball vs Pere-Rene

 3:40pm: Midget Girls Volleyball vs Monsignor
Doyle

 4:20pm: Midget Girls Volleyball vs St. Mary's
  

Friday, December 15
 Advent/Christmas Basket Faith Assembly

 10:40am: Programmers Club
 10:40am: Star Trek Club

 10:40am: Finance Club
 10:40am: Lost Club

 2:15pm: Doctor Who Video Club
  

Monday, December 18
 10:40am: Programmers Club

 10:40am: Arts Council
 10:40am: Finance Club
 2:15pm: Concert Choir
 3:00pm: Jr. Girls Volleyball @ St. David CSS

 3:00pm: Sr. Girls Volleyball @ St. David CSS
  

Tuesday, December 19
 10:40am: Reach for the Top

 10:40am: DECA Business Club
 2:00pm: Boys Hockey vs St. Mary's HS

 2:15pm: Flute Choir
  

Wednesday, December 20
 8:00am: Wrestling: St. Mary's Tournament

 10:40am: Ultimate Frisbee Club
 10:40am: Accepting Differences Club

 10:40am: Guitar Club
 10:40am: Cosmo Club
 10:40am: Programmers Club

 10:40am: Lost Club
 10:40am: Model United Nations

 1:00pm: Swimming: D8 Championships
 2:15pm: Yearbook Team

 2:15pm: Concert Band
 3:00pm: Sr Boys Basketball vs Rockway MC

Monday, January 1
 New Year's Day

  
Saturday, January 6

 Epiphany
  

Monday, January 8
 School re-opens, regular classes

 10:40am: Programmers Club
 10:40am: Arts Council

 10:40am: Finance Club
 2:15pm: Concert Choir
  

Tuesday, January 9
 Graduation Photos

 10:40am: Reach for the Top
 10:40am: DECA Business Club

 2:00pm: Boys Hockey vs St. Mary's HS
 2:15pm: Flute Choir

  
Wednesday, January 10

 BENN Newsletter release
 Graduation Photos

 10:40am: Ultimate Frisbee Club
 10:40am: Accepting Differences Club

 10:40am: Guitar Club
 10:40am: Cosmo Club
 10:40am: Programmers Club

 10:40am: Lost Club
 10:40am: Model United Nations

 2:15pm: Yearbook Team
 2:15pm: Concert Band

 3:00pm: Sr. Girls Volleyball vs Woodland
Christian HS

 3:00pm: Sr. Boys Basketball @ Resurrection CSS
 3:00pm: Jr. Girls Volleyball vs Woodland Christian

HS
 4:30pm: Jr. Boys Basketball @ Resurrection CSS

  
Thursday, January 11

 Graduation Photos
 10:40am: Anime Club

 10:40am: Robotics & Engineering Club
 10:40am: Champions of Change

 10:40am: Accepting Differences Club
 10:40am: Praise & Worship Music Team practice

 10:40am: MarioKart club
 10:40am: DECA Business Club

 10:40am: Lost Club
 2:15pm: Math Club



3:00pm: Sr. Boys Basketball vs Rockway MC
 3:30pm: Jr. Girls Volleyball @ Rockway MC

 3:30pm: Sr. Girls Volleyball @ Rockway MC
 4:30pm: Jr. Boys Basketball vs Rockway MC
  

Thursday, December 21
 10:40am: Anime Club

 10:40am: Robotics & Engineering Club
 10:40am: Champions of Change

 10:40am: Accepting Differences Club
 10:40am: Praise & Worship Music Team practice

 10:40am: MarioKart club
 10:40am: DECA Business Club

 10:40am: Lost Club
 2:15pm: Math Club
 2:15pm: Games Club

 2:15pm: Jazz Band
 3:00pm: Midget Girls Volleyball vs St. David 1

 3:00pm: Midget Girls Volleyball vs Resurrection 1
 3:00pm: Midget Girls Volleyball vs Monsignor

Doyle
 3:00pm: Midget Boys Basketball @ St. David

CSS
 4:00pm: Midget Boys Basketball vs Resurrection

CSS
  

Friday, December 22
 SAC Christmas Assembly

 10:40am: Programmers Club
 10:40am: Star Trek Club

 10:40am: Finance Club
 10:40am: Lost Club

 2:15pm: Doctor Who Video Club
  

Sunday, December 24
 Christmas Eve

2:15pm: Math Club
 2:15pm: Games Club

 2:15pm: Jazz Band
 2:30pm: Boys Hockey @ Resurrection CSS

 3:30pm: Midget Girls Volleyball vs St. David 1
 4:00pm: Midget Boys Basketball vs St. Mary's HS

 4:10pm: Midget Girls Volleyball vs Pere-Rene
 4:50pm: Midget Girls Volleyball vs St. Mary's

 5:00pm: Midget Boys Basketball @ Resurrection
CSS

  
Friday, January 12

 Graduation Photos
 Saints Invitational Basketball Tournament

 10:40am: Programmers Club
 10:40am: Star Trek Club

 10:40am: Finance Club
 10:40am: Lost Club

 2:15pm: Doctor Who Video Club
  

Saturday, January 13
 Saints Invitational Basketball Tournament

  

Follow the Saints
Invitational during the

January 12-13 weekend
at

saintsinvitational.crolinks.com
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