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St. Benedict receives large donation from
Le Chateau
The weekend of January 19-21, the Le Chateau Outlet located on Pinebush Rd. prepared for their final
days of business. Upon learning of some of the unique programs offered here at St. Benedict’s, the
liquidation manager, along with the store manager, worked with Bennie's staff to help donate more than
$12,000 worth of merchandise! Special thanks goes to the Le Chateau staff; Jamie, Brianna, Babneet, and
Tamara for helping support our school community!
“Civvies for Teens Extravaganza” is one of the
many charitable causes our school community
supports throughout the school year. In March,
students will be encourage to participate in a paid
civvies day, in addition to donating new or gently
used civvies to this initiative. All donations are
sent to Argus House to help support homeless
teens in our community.
Thanks to Le Chateau, we have already collected:
26 pairs of jeans, 18 pairs of dress pants, 11 skirts
and 3 shirts.

The B-UNIQUE Pop Up Prom program was
created two years ago as a service to help
students experience prom stress free. The
boutique, that operates completely by donations,
is a one-stop shop for formal wear, shoes,
evening bags, and jewelry. Thanks to Le Chateau,
the boutique received: 28 gowns, 14 pairs of
heels, and hundreds of pieces of jewelry.

Le Chateau donated hundreds of pieces of
jewelry, 25 scarves, and 64 belts to be added to
our already Impressive costume department.
USED UNIFORM PROGRAM: Over the past few years this program has grown in size and popularity. With
the generosity of our community, we now operate a used uniform program throughout the school year. The
250 hangers donated by Le Chateau will be put to good use, especially in preparation of our August sale.

Administrative
Winter weather reminder
By WCDSB Newswire
Winter weather can be very unpredictable. So it’s best to be prepared. Here are some key things to
remember – because not every day with snow is a snow day:
1. Bad weather — such as a snow storm or frigid temperatures — is always a possibility during the
winter months. It is very important to dress appropriately for the conditions.
2. During bad weather, schools and board administrative sites may still be open, even if school buses
are cancelled.
3. At 5:30 a.m. on mornings when inclement weather has been forecast for Waterloo Region, the
General Manager of Student Transportation Services of Waterloo Region (STSWR) assesses the
current weather conditions – in consultation with local bus companies, if necessary. If a

recommendation to cancel transportation (including potential closure of schools) is to be made, the
local Directors of Education are contacted and a joint decision is made between STSWR, the
WCDSB and the Waterloo Region District School Board.
4. All reasonable efforts are made to announce any cancellation of buses or school closures by 6:00
a.m.
5. It is recommended that parents, guardians, staff and students tune in a local Waterloo Region radio
station and also monitor the following online information sources for information about potential
closures or cancellations:
STSWR Website: http://www.stswr.ca/
STSWR Twitter Feed: @STSWR
WCDSB Website: https://www.wcdsb.ca/
WCDSB Twitter Feed: @WCDSBNewswire

Important graduation

There is also an $85 fee that is due and can be

information!

instructions are on the back of the registration

By Mrs. N. Offak
On Tuesday, January 9, students who are on track
to graduate this June were given a green
Graduation Registration Form to be completed
and returned to Guidance by this Friday.

paid online or with cash. The online payment
form.
This registration form is very important as it allows
the student to verify the name that will be printed
on their diploma and verify the address where the
invitation--with tickets to the ceremony--will be
sent in May. It also indicates the size of the
graduation gown the student will require for the
ceremony and confirms that the student has all of
the required credits and volunteer hours.
If the student does not plan to attend the
ceremony, the Graduation Registration Form still
must be returned to Guidance indicating this
option.
This year, Graduation will be held on Wednesday,
June 27, 2018 at 7pm at The Kitchener Memorial
Auditorium Complex.

News from Guidance
By Mrs. L. O'Neill

Course Selections for 2018 - 2019
Over the semester break is a great time to continue educational planning and start completing course
selections for next year. We will visit Grade 11 classes during period three in semester 2. Grade 12 students
who are interested in returning to St. Benedict for a 5th year will be invited to attend a lunch session at a
date to be determined. The decisions that students make now regarding their choices for next year are what
drive the scheduling decisions that are made with regard to both the courses and the numbers of sections
of each course that we offer at the school next year. The importance of making the right choices should not

be underestimated as inappropriate course changes are not always easily corrected once the school year is
underway.
As has been the practice for the past number of years, students will be choosing their courses on-line
through Career Cruising. All students will receive detailed instructions regarding the process for choosing
their classes during our classroom presentations. The site can be accessed as follows:
1. Go to the Career Cruising website: www.wcdsb.ca/planner
2. Your Username is the prefix "wl-" plus the last 5 digits of your student ID and the first 3 characters of
your last name. (eg. John Smith wl-12345SMI)
3. Your Password is your birth date. (mmddyyyy) For example, if your birthdate is August 25, 1990 your
password will be 08251990. You will be asked to change your password when you log in for the first
time.
Please note that course selections must be submitted to the school and signed by a parent, by Wednesday
February 28th. Students are encouraged to consult the course calendar, as well as subject specific teachers
and guidance counsellors for help making the correct decisions. In addition to before school, after school
and during the school day, guidance counsellors will also be available in one of the computer labs during
lunch on specific days leading up to the deadline date.

Specialist High Skills Major (SHSM) and Course Selection
All students who are registered in one of the Specialist High Skills Major programs will receive a report
which indicates their progress in their sector of choice. Students should use this report to make sure that
they choose courses for next year which will allow them to complete the SHSM academic requirements.

K-W Legacy Scholarship
The Legacy Scholarship Program was established to provide exemplary students with meaningful financial
assistance for their pursuit of post-secondary education. Recipients of a Legacy scholarship will be leaders
who create footprints, citizens who pay tribute to others, and individuals who enjoy fellowship with other
members of the community.
Legacy Scholarship requirements
In order to qualify for a Legacy Scholarship, applicants must meet the following requirements:
*Attend a post-secondary institution that is approved by the Ontario Student Assistance Program
Have a minimum cumulative average of 70% in their top six 12 M/U courses
**Demonstrate financial need
Student wishing to apply for the KW Legacy Scholarship should speak to their Guidance counsellor.
Applications should be received in Guidance by February 16th.

University of Waterloo Grade 10 Family Night
The University of Waterloo will be hosting an evening for Grade 10 students and their parents on Thursday,
February 22 from 6:30 – 8:30 PM. This is a great opportunity for grade 10 students who are thinking about
attending any of Ontario’s universities. Information covered will include finding a program that is a good fit,
navigating the application process, and financing post-secondary education. Register to attend or watch the
live webcast at https://uwaterloo.ca/future-students/grade-10-family-night

Community Service Hours
It is a requirement of graduation that each student complete 40 hours of community service. There are
many opportunities to fulfill this requirement. If you have already registered for Hour Republic check out the
guidelines on the website www.hourrepublic.com. This website can also be used to track your hours and
see volunteer opportunities.

Volunteer Spotlight
Please visit the United Way of Cambridge volunteer centre for current opportunities.
www.uwcambridge.on.ca
Great Big Theatre Company is welcoming again this summer 2018, Secondary School Co-op students as
well as Student Volunteers who would like to earn their community service hours by joining our Summer
Drama Camp staff.
Great Big Theatre Company also offers March Break Drama Camps. We are welcoming student volunteers
to assist us with these camps.
For more information, please visit www. gbtc.com

New Course Option in Business!
By Mrs. C. Ratz
Are you thinking of a possible career in business? Can you see yourself working in sports marketing,
hospitality, accounting, finance or management?

Course Code: BUSPRO, Project Based Business
Innovation
This course focuses on the development of essential skills used in businesses today. Students will have an
opportunity to choose a business focus and project according to their own interests. They will explore and
learn about business functions such as marketing, entrepreneurship, or finance by choosing an area of
interest and then developing a business plan related to that area. This course is open to all senior students.
DECA students are encouraged to enroll in this course as their DECA competitive event could be the
foundation of their project-based learning.
The credit received through completion of this course will be related to the area of study and project chosen
by the student. Possible credits to be granted will include:
BMI 3C (Marketing, Grade 11)
BDI 3O (Entrepreneurship, Grade 11)
BOH 4M (Business Leadership, Grade 12)
BBB 4M (International Business, Grade 12)
See Mrs. Ratz in the Business Workroom across from room 210 for more information.

SHSM students Course
selection
Make sure you refer to your latest SHSM progress
report when choosing your courses for next year.
See you guidance counsellor or Mrs. Crowell in
coop (2nd floor) if you have any questions.

Interested in taking a COOP/Experiential Learning
program next year?
By Mrs. M. Crowell
Complete a yellow application form and 2 green teacher reference forms available in the coop office or
guidance.
See Mrs. Crowell or Mr. Jankura in coop if you have any questions.
Stay posted for a general information session that will happen February 21 or 22.

College or University
Financial Assistance
Financial help for students attending
university and college in 2018-19
Is your child making plans to attend college or
university next fall? Visit Ontario.ca/OSAP to see
what financial aid is available to help pay for
tuition and other expenses. Apply early and use
the OSAP comparison tool to help your child
make the best choice for their future.
Find out more and apply at Ontario.ca/OSAP
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contains a plethora of learning enhancements. To
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Enrichment@St.Benedict.

Advanced Placement (AP) Blog
By Mrs. D. Wittmann
You’ll see the benefits of taking an AP class right away. In AP classes, just like in university, you’ll face new
challenges and learn new skills in the subjects you care about. All with the support of your classmates and
teachers. Visit the Advanced Placement blog.

Math Contest information
By Dr. L. Chernysh
On Tuesday, February 27th, 2018, the Gr.9, 10, and 11 students will be taking part in the University of
Waterloo Pascal, Cayley and Fermat Math Contests. Please register with Dr. C or Mrs. Brennan in the Math
Office or in the room 309. A $2 deposit is required that will be paid back at the day of the contest. This
event is open to all students! The deadline for the registration is Friday, February 9th, at 2:00 p.m. Don't
miss it!

Women in Engineering - University of Waterloo
Events
Do you have a daughter interested in a career in engineering or maybe unsure of a future career?
Consider sending her to the two events sponsor by University of Waterloo. See the two links below.

Sports

Senior Saints silver in

Latest Results

weekend tournament

SENIOR BOYS ICE HOCKEY
Resurrection CSS 2, St. Benedict CSS 0

By Mr. J. Malnerich
Congratulations to the seniors boys basketball

JUNIOR BOYS BASKETBALL

team who won silver at the Crescent Winter

St. Benedict CSS 40, St. David CSS 19

Invitational tournament over the weekend in
Toronto. The boys ended up 4 and 1 beating a

SENIOR BOYS BASKETBALL

number of top ranked Toronto schools on their

St. Benedict CSS 76, St. David CSS 60

way to the finals where they unfortunately lost the
game in the dying seconds. Jake Polski was

JUNIOR GIRLS VOLLEYBALL

named a tournament all-star. The team is now 38

St. Benedict CSS 3, Monsignor Doyle CSS 0

and 9 as they head into play-offs next week.
SENIOR GIRLS VOLLEYBALL
St. Benedict CSS 3, Monsignor Doyle CSS 0

Senior volleyball girls perfect!
By Mrs. Stefan
Please congratulate the Senior Girls Volleyball team for closing out a perfect season on Monday February
5. The girls begin playoffs hosting their semifinal game on Monday Feb. 12th. Please come out and support
the team. Game starts at 3:00 pm for both the Senior Girls and Junior Girls. Also girls who ordered jacket
volleyball spiritwear can pick it up on Thursday at lunch in the Science office. Hoodies are not ready yet.

PhysEd trip to Blue Mountain in March
By Mr. N. Dufresne
All students who have taken or are presently taking a Phys-ed course this year are eligible to go on our
annual ski trip to Blue Mountain. The Trip is on March 8th. The $60.00 cost includes return trip by highway
motor coach, lift ticket and lesson. Ski, snowboard and helmet rentals are $15 extra! All students interested
must pick up a registration package from the PHE office and have their forms and money submitted no later
than Thursday, March 1st. Spaces are limited so don’t delay.

Student Activities
Buy Semi-Formal Tickets online!

This year, Semi-Formal ticket sales will start on February 12th using the School CashOnline system. If you
want to buy a ticket for the Semi-Formal this year, your parent or guardian will need to set up an account
before Monday, February 12th.
Setting up an account takes only a few minutes, so do it right away. Get your parent or guardian to click on
the School CashOnline icon on the school's website and fill out the information.
On Monday, February 12th you can simply go to School CashOnline, click on the Semi-Formal ticket, enter
your credit card information, and you're done! No waiting in lines, no fighting crowds, no worrying about
cash. School CashOnline is the new way to pay for Semi-Formal tickets!

Clubs
Reach for the Top!
Do you love trivia? Do you like competition? Come out to the semester 2 start for Reach for the top! There
is a meeting on Thursday Feb 8th in room 319 at the start of lunch.

Eco Schools Team
Eco Schools Team is having its first information meeting on Thursday, March 1 at lunch in room 315. We
are working towards our school certification due in April. If you have an interest in tracking our schools
green efforts, this is the club for you! See Ms. O'Brien for details.

Champions for Change
Attention all "Champions for Change" club members, please come to room 123 at the start of lunch today
for a brief meeting for an exciting opportunity! Also, new members for our club are always welcome so
please come by room 123 at the start of lunch today if you are interested in social justice issues.

Star Trek Club
Are you interested in Science Fiction? Then come out to room 123 at lunch every Friday to watch an
episode of Star Trek! Bring your lunch and get ready to sit back and travel the galaxy and the pursuits of
humanity by watching an episode each week. Live long and prosper!

E-Car Club
The E-Car club runs every day at lunch Monday through Thursday in room A4. All are welcome! See Mr.
Castela if you are interested.

Boys' Field Lacrosse Club
New to Bennie's! Introductory boys' field Lacrosse club. Tuesday and Thursday at lunch time in the single
gym next to the phys. ed. office. This will start next week Feb 13th.See Mr. Calhoun for more information.

Finance Club
The Finance Club is a chance for students who are interested in the world of investing and financial
instruments to get together to share their passions, and look at what it takes to have a seven-digit figure in
the bank. We will look at stocks, investing, and run a bit of a contest to see who can build a money making
stock portfolio.
Another important component of the club is financial literacy—knowing what to do with your money, from
earning it to spending it, saving, and investing. It's the important money stuff that most people don't
know where to turn to get.
While we cannot guarantee that you will leave the club at the end of the year with a million dollars in your
pocket, we do guarantee that you will have fun talking with other students about your financial passions,
share some hints and tips, and gain some insight into the world of investing.
This semester the Finance Club meets in room 216 Mondays and Fridays at lunch. If you get on our email
list, we will send out an email to inform you of the coming week’s topic of discussion. Bring your lunch and a
friend! Attendance at all meetings is not mandatory, but having fun and learning about your money is!

Other News

Calendar of Events
Be sure to visit our school website for an updated calendar with detailed information links for most calendar
entries.
Wednesday, February 7

Thursday, February 15
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Final Report Card Distribution

2:15pm: Yearbook Team

8:00am: Wrestling: District 8 Championships

2:15pm: Concert Band

10:40am: Reach for the Top

6:30pm: Making the Transition to St. Benedict

10:40am: Anime Club

CSS

10:40am: Robotics & Engineering Club
10:40am: Champions of Change

Thursday, February 8

10:40am: Accepting Differences Club

8:00am: Wrestling: Waterloo Oxford Tournament

10:40am: Praise & Worship Music Team practice

10:40am: Reach for the Top

10:40am: MarioKart club

10:40am: Anime Club

10:40am: Lost Club

10:40am: Robotics & Engineering Club

2:15pm: Math Club

10:40am: Champions of Change

2:15pm: Games Club

10:40am: Accepting Differences Club

2:15pm: Jazz Band

10:40am: Praise & Worship Music Team practice
10:40am: MarioKart club

Friday, February 16

10:40am: DECA Business Club

10:40am: Programmers Club

10:40am: Lost Club

10:40am: Star Trek Club

1:45pm: Boys Hockey @ St. Mary's HS

10:40am: Finance Club

2:15pm: Math Club

10:40am: Lost Club

2:15pm: Games Club

2:15pm: Doctor Who Video Club

2:15pm: Jazz Band
Monday, February 19
Friday, February 9

Family Day

10:40am: Programmers Club
10:40am: Star Trek Club

Wednesday, February 21

10:40am: Finance Club
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10:40am: Lost Club

8:00am: Wrestling: CWOSSA Championships

12:50pm: Me to We Service Learning Program

10:40am: Ultimate Frisbee Club

student info meeting

10:40am: Accepting Differences Club

2:15pm: Doctor Who Video Club

10:40am: Guitar Club
10:40am: Cosmo Club

Monday, February 12

10:40am: Programmers Club

10:40am: Programmers Club

10:40am: Lost Club

10:40am: Arts Council

10:40am: Model United Nations

10:40am: Finance Club

2:15pm: Yearbook Team
2:15pm: Concert Band

Tuesday, February 13

6:00pm: Arts Coffee House

Shrove Tuesday
6:30pm: Me to We Service Learning Program

Thursday, February 22

parent info meeting

SHSM Event: Non-Violent Crisis Intervention,
Conflict Resolution & Ethics

Wednesday, February 14

Photo Retakes

Ash Wednesday

10:40am: Eco Schools Team meeting

SAC Valentine's Celebration

10:40am: Reach for the Top

Valentine's Day

10:40am: Anime Club

Course Change deadline

10:40am: Robotics & Engineering Club

10:40am: Ultimate Frisbee Club

10:40am: Champions of Change

10:40am: Accepting Differences Club

10:40am: Accepting Differences Club

10:40am: Guitar Club

10:40am: Praise & Worship Music Team practice

10:40am: Cosmo Club

10:40am: MarioKart club

10:40am: Cosmo Club

10:40am: MarioKart club

10:40am: Programmers Club

10:40am: Lost Club

10:40am: Lost Club

2:15pm: Math Club

10:40am: Model United Nations

2:15pm: Games Club

2:15pm: Yearbook Team

2:15pm: Jazz Band

2:15pm: Concert Band

7:00pm: Staying Connected: Navigating the Teen
Years
7:00pm: School Council meeting
Friday, February 23
10:40am: Programmers Club
10:40am: Star Trek Club
10:40am: Finance Club
10:40am: Lost Club
2:15pm: Doctor Who Video Club
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