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A Message from Administration
Update: Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test
2021
During this ongoing time of pandemic, our secondary schools in the Waterloo Catholic District School

Board remain committed to overall student success, achievement and wellbeing. The purpose of this

communication is to offer an important update regarding the 2021 Ontario Secondary School

Literacy Test (OSSLT).

We remind students graduating in 2021 that the Ministry of Education has waived the literacy

requirement. Current Grade 12 students do not need to complete the literacy test or course to be

eligible to graduate in this 2020-2021 school year.

The Education Quality and Accountability Office (EQAO), the organization that administers the

literacy test is field testing a new, online OSSLT from the end of March 2021 until June 2021.

Provincially, the field test is being made available to Grade 10 and 11 students who are learning in-

person and working toward their Ontario Secondary School Diploma (OSSD). As this version of the

test is designed to test the new online instrument, schools and school boards may choose whether or

not they wish to engage with the OSSLT field test.

At WCDSB, we have decided not to administer the OSSLT in the 2020-2021 school year. We have

come to this decision for three reasons.

1. In our cohort-based quadmester timetables, students have a reduced number of hours and

days at school. Adding the literacy test to our fourth quadmester would further reduce the

number of hours available for students to master course curriculum.

2. We are choosing to prioritize our students’ overall wellbeing in this time of ongoing pandemic.

We believe that it is not in our students’ best interests to ask them to engage with a high-

stakes standardized assessment during this time, especially when other learning goals are a

priority.

3. Within the parameters of the field test being piloted by EQAO this year, only students who are

able to come in person to our school sites will be able to attempt the test this spring. This

format disadvantages and excludes our distance learning students who are unable to come to

their homeschool to take part in the test. The loss of class time associated with administering

the test also disproportionately affects our English language learners and special education

students.

https://stbenedict.wcdsb.ca/?mailpoet_router&endpoint=view_in_browser&action=view&data=WzY4MDcsImIxZGE2M2MwMzBlYSIsMCwwLDY5MTMsMV0


Our staff will continue to plan for our students to write the OSSLT (or take the literacy course) in the

2021-2022 school year. We remain committed to supporting all students on their chosen pathways

to graduation and beyond.

School
Schedule and
Calendar
Quick Link to Our Calendar -

https://stbenedict.wcdsb.ca

/parents/current-

students/school-year-

calendar/

Our calendar (with Cohort

info and key dates) can be

accessed through our school

website

https://stbenedict.wcdsb.ca.

You can then access the

calendar by going to ABOUT

US > School Year Calendar

Spring Break & Quad 3 Final
Assessments
As previously communicated March Break has been postponed to

the week of April 12-16 for all Ontario schools. As a result of the

March Break being moved to April 12-16, we have made some

adjustments to the Quad 3 and 4 calendars to support overall

student achievement and wellbeing.

Final Assessment days have been moved to April 8 (Period 1) &

April 9 (Period 2). These two days will be fully remote,

synchronous assessment days. Following the April break, April 19

and 20 will continue to be Assessment and Evaluation (A&E) days

for the purpose of credit recovery, rescue, and reporting. Further

information will be provided by classroom teachers.

Quad 4 will begin on April 21 as a fully remote, synchronous day.

Teachers will have the opportunity to virtually meet all students

in their course(s), and to share course overviews and

expectations. We will follow a remote learning schedule, check

the school calendar for specific times.

New Store Hours

Tuesday: 10am – 6pm

Thursday: 10am – 6pm

Saturday: 10am – 6pm

OR VISIT: www.mccarthyuniforms.ca

1-800-668-8261

Student Picture Days for Cohort B
Cohort B students have pictures this Thursday and Friday. We will abide by our operational guidelines

to ensure a safe process. Students will be called down by class and will need to be in uniform to take

their picture. Students in phys ed, classes need to bring a uniform shirt to wear over their phys ed

attire.

Please contact the school if you have questions.

https://stbenedict.wcdsb.ca/parents/current-students/school-year-calendar/?utm_source=mailpoet&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=benn-newsletter-13-15
https://stbenedict.wcdsb.ca/?utm_source=mailpoet&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=benn-newsletter-13-15
http://www.mccarthyuniforms.ca/


Family Winter Participation
Free April Activities

The WCDSB Catholic Parent Involvement Committee (CPIC) & Ministry of Ontario PRO Grants is

offering Free activities for families. Sign up here or scan the QR code below.

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=k7g9cu0X7ESGEwEZOMNydpayOhXn4iNPoaE7GDmGAzRUMlNLMENGSEwyNzRSRkhCMElSQ0FSMU1HVi4u




Board seeks input on the 2021-2022 budget
The purpose of this brief budget survey is to gain feedback from stakeholders with respect to Board

priorities. While we cannot accommodate all requests, we do want to know what is important to

stakeholders which will help guide our decisions. The ThoughtExchange will be open until March

26th.

Understanding that the Board priorities are intended to support Graduation rates, Well-Being

and Faith Formation. Please identify what you feel is the MOST important area for investment within

the budget in order to achieve our priorities?

https://my.thoughtexchange.com/#665456665/hub

Understanding that the Board priorities are intended to support Graduation rates, Well-Being

and Faith Formation. Where do you think the Board could obtain savings or efficiencies?

https://my.thoughtexchange.com/#774885485/hub

Key Dates for Quad 3 & 4
Quad 3:

Mar 28 Palm Sunday

Apr 1 Holy Thursday

Apr 2 Good Friday

Apr 3 Holy Saturday

Apr 4 Easter Sunday

Apr 5 Easter Monday

Apr 7 BENN Newsletter Release

Apr 8 Quad 3 Period 1 Evaluation Day

Apr 9 Quad 3 Period 2 Evaluation Day

Apr 12 - 16 Spring Break

Apr 19 - 20 Credit recovery

Apr 21 BENN Newsletter Release

https://stbenedict.wcdsb.ca/2021-2022-budget-survey/?utm_source=mailpoet&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=benn-newsletter-13-15
https://my.thoughtexchange.com/#665456665/hub
https://my.thoughtexchange.com/#774885485/hub


Quad 4: April 21 to June 25, 2021

Apr 21 Quad 4 begins virtually for all students

May 5 Quad 3 Report Card Distribution Date & BENN Newsletter Release

May 9 Mother’s Day

May 19 BENN Newsletter Release

May 20 Parent/Student/Teacher Conferences

May 21 Turn Around Date for Careers/Civics

May 24 Victoria Day

June 2 BENN Newsletter Release

June 4 PA Day

June 9 Parent/Student/Teacher Conferences

June 16 BENN Newsletter Release

June 20 Father’s Day

June 24 Period 3 Evaluations

June 25 Period 4 Evaluations

June 28 Assessment and Evaluation/Credit Recovery

June 30 BENN Newsletter Release

July 12 Quad 4 Report Card Distribution Date (Mailed)

Mental Health & Wellness
WCDSB Mental Health and Well Being Web page

Have you had a moment to check out the Board’s update Mental Health and Wellbeing webpage? This

is a “one stop shop” where you can find links to targeted resources to promote wellbeing during

Covid, examples of meditations/calming strategies to share with students, resources specific to

various roles (i.e. leadership, educators, students, families), links to services in our community, and

general mental health information. Please help raise awareness about this resource!

https://www.wcdsb.ca/programs-and-services/mental-health-and-well-being-at-wcdsb/

A short intro video is here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TmJI_QXT8xk

Please talk with Guidance, Vice Principals and/or our Principal if you feel you need School Social Work

support.

https://www.wcdsb.ca/programs-and-services/mental-health-and-well-being-at-wcdsb/?utm_source=mailpoet&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=benn-newsletter-13-15
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DTmJI_QXT8xk&data=04%7C01%7CAnton.Milardovic%40wcdsb.ca%7C9c427096a89a4ad03ab208d8eebe806c%7C723db89317ed44ec8613011938c37276%7C0%7C0%7C637521849275067272%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=MFccbO450cjJ2qOcthqpQ%2Fdh4vfHl2BCH9UNdHoGmM8%3D&reserved=0


March Mental Health Tip

Are you noticing a bit more of

an emotional rollercoaster

this month? You are not

alone! Our normal school

year rhythms have shifted so

much, and we look forward

to the rest and recovery that

we will enjoy during our

April/spring break. We have

also hit the “anniversary” of

when covid dramatically

changed our lives, and as we

reflect on this past year we

may be caught by surprise

when unexpected emotions

resurface. This is a normal

part of processing a big

change, and it reminds us

that it’s a good time to be

incorporating more self-care

practices into our days.

Check out the Self-Care 101

(https://smho-smso.ca/wp-

content/uploads/2020/03/S

elf-Care-101.pdf) for more

tips on how to support

wellbeing during this time.

March Study Hacks

You may notice that during the pandemic it’s harder to

concentrate, complete assignments, sleep, remember things,

and stay organized, which may be connected to the ongoing

stress we carry with us during a pandemic. Here are a few tips

that can help things get back on track.

The Counselling Collaborative of Waterloo

Region (https://counsellingwr.ca) is a

partnership of 6 local counselling agencies

working together to make counselling services

more accessible to individuals with a limited

income. Fees may be fully or partially

subsidized depending on individual

circumstances and the service requested. Visit

their website or call (519) 804-1097 to book a

phone/video appt.

Learning to Livestream
By Mr. A. Renner

We would like to extend a huge thank you to our school council, who have helped us to purchase

cutting edge livestreaming equipment with proceeds from the Cambridge Gaming Association. Our

new equipment includes an AVMatrix Video Switcher, a remote camera controller, and two PTZ

cameras, which we can use with existing lighting and sound equipment to live stream from our stage.

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsmho-smso.ca%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2020%2F03%2FSelf-Care-101.pdf&data=04%7C01%7CAnton.Milardovic%40wcdsb.ca%7C9c427096a89a4ad03ab208d8eebe806c%7C723db89317ed44ec8613011938c37276%7C0%7C0%7C637521849275057277%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=7an2vpFZ0VZ5Yx1m3oKuTjYtlK80s2cVMxX%2BwDX1v0s%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcounsellingwr.ca%2F&data=04%7C01%7CAnton.Milardovic%40wcdsb.ca%7Cb93ef186077840156f6b08d8e3d8a9fc%7C723db89317ed44ec8613011938c37276%7C0%7C0%7C637509866986590644%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=cO99Uol9aI%2FbZcmpqpVgUUgKQTG1cjy1KH6yZ17cfic%3D&reserved=0


As the setup is portable, it can also be used from the gym, the chapel, the lecture hall, the atrium, the

comm tech studio… pretty much anywhere in the school! The new setup also allows participants in

different rooms to record live at the same time, which helps us to observe social distancing and safety

protocols. We are currently experimenting with the equipment and learning all the ins and outs - we

look forward to using the equipment soon for virtual events, and even when we can gather again in

the future, to live stream events to a wider audience. Thank you to the school council and the

Cambridge Gaming Association for your support in this exciting project!

Pictured above: Ryan Carriere (grade 12) at

the sound console, Gabriel Delarosbil (grade

9) at the drum kit.



https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/5-great-reasons-for-a-career-in-the-trades-tickets-142010109059


The Business & Education Partnership of Waterloo Region is excited to present

Explore Your Future 2021 for grade 7-12 students and their parents/guardians in Waterloo

Region!

Interactive sessions will run every other week from 6:30 - 7:30 PM. 

Thanks to our sponsors and partners, this learning experience is FREE to attend.

March 24: Helping Professionals - Careers Making a Difference for Others

Want to help others? Learn how people like you use their skills to support and heal people and

communities.

1 ticket gets you access to all 4 sessions!

Click on the image above to register.

https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/explore-your-future-2021-career-speaker-series-registration-130819206769


Frequently Asked Question
Is there a cohort-specific schedule?

YES THERE IS!

Cohort A Cohort B

http://grt.ca/cambridgehs
https://stbenedict.wcdsb.ca/calendar/schedule-cohort-a/?utm_source=mailpoet&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=benn-newsletter-13-15
https://stbenedict.wcdsb.ca/calendar/schedule-cohort-b/?utm_source=mailpoet&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=benn-newsletter-13-15


COVID Test/Screening and
Outbreak Protocol
All students (or guardians on their behalf) will be asked to engage

in a daily self-assessment before reporting to school and anyone

feeling unwell or identifying a concern based on their self-

assessment should not report to school. COVID-19 School

Screening

Once at the school, all students will be required to wear mask at

all times. Students are to sanitize their hands upon entering and

leaving the classroom.

Operational guidance: COVID-19 management in schools

(Ontario.ca)

What to do
when my
child isn't
feeling well?
Read the memo for parents

and guardians from the

Region of Waterloo Public

Health Unit. The document

provides direction for

parents and caregivers

regarding the role of

families, Public Health and

schools.

Message from Guidance
Guidance has great news for ALL students looking to submit their community service hours paper-

free. We now have a fillable form available for submitting Community Service hours! Here is the link: 

https://stbenedict.wcdsb.ca/student-services/guidance/community-service-hours/

Complete the form and your hours will automatically be submitted and updated in the system.

As a reminder, there were changes made regarding graduation requirements involving community

service requirements for the 2020-2021 school year:

graduates for 2020-2021 have a reduced requirement for 20 hours rather than the usual 40

this is in recognition that gathering CSH is a challenge for students during the ongoing

pandemic

these hours can be generated in typical ways, also at the principal’s discretion students can use

hours:

1. earned during the school day

2. earned by performing household or community-based tasks - no max hours for duties

performed at home, but this is at the principal’s discretion

3. 10 hours paid employment at principal’s discretion

4. flexibility and principal’s discretion can be applied to international students

5. co-op experience, either paid or unpaid, could also be considered at the principal’s discretion

Please be sure to submit your hours ASAP.

https://covid-19.ontario.ca/school-screening/
https://www.ontario.ca/page/operational-guidance-covid-19-management-schools
https://resurrection.wcdsb.ca/wp-content/uploads/sites/66/2020/09/Parent_Communication_for_School_Boards.pdf?utm_source=mailpoet&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=benn-newsletter-13-15
https://stbenedict.wcdsb.ca/student-services/guidance/community-service-hours/?utm_source=mailpoet&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=benn-newsletter-13-15




Academics

University of Waterloo Math Contests
Math contests are a fun way to help students build their problem solving skills. The University of

Waterloo has several math contests for our students through their Centre for Education in

Mathematics and Computing.



Grade 9, 10 and 11 students: there is still
time to sign up!

Grades 9 through 11 students can participate in

the Fryer, Galois, and Hypatia contests. Find

contest details here:

https://cemc.uwaterloo.ca/contests/fgh.html.

The deadline to register is March 26, 2021.

All contests will be written from home under the supervision of an adult. To register for any of the

contests, go to: https://cemc.uwaterloo.ca/contests/registration.html. If you do not have an account

with the CEMC, register as a "New Individual." Note: it may take up to 5 days to create a new account.

If you have any questions, please contact your student's math teacher.

Every Wednesday, join Mrs. Borba (Literacy) or Mr. Chaves (Numeracy) ONLINE from
1:45-3:00pm!

JOIN the Google Classroom https://classroom.google.com/c/MjM2MzY1NjE0NDI5?cjc=ojocdyl

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcemc.uwaterloo.ca%2Fcontests%2Ffgh.html&data=04%7C01%7CAnton.Milardovic%40wcdsb.ca%7C4bbc247279124000b6f008d8dd85ff3f%7C723db89317ed44ec8613011938c37276%7C0%7C0%7C637502914870277685%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=K9OllflZRO%2Bkj3ro1ouEEuE2O%2BpX7hyjh2qvl61w%2BCY%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcemc.uwaterloo.ca%2Fcontests%2Fregistration.html&data=04%7C01%7CAnton.Milardovic%40wcdsb.ca%7C4bbc247279124000b6f008d8dd85ff3f%7C723db89317ed44ec8613011938c37276%7C0%7C0%7C637502914870287680%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=hMHxJtiuoXNC4Kuf7N%2BM2%2Bb4qA3Dk1BeJ%2BNqEhSyBKc%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclassroom.google.com%2Fc%2FMjM2MzY1NjE0NDI5%3Fcjc%3Dojocdyl&data=04%7C01%7CAnton.Milardovic%40wcdsb.ca%7C03680ec0a4814da765a808d896159785%7C723db89317ed44ec8613011938c37276%7C0%7C0%7C637424366772130341%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=fymz0hh0FA55sl9J2f3hYDoD2B7I1cxcpTzNAzjrSI8%3D&reserved=0


or simply CLICK on the Teams Links!! 

Click here for: Borba Literacy Meet

Click here for: Chaves Numeracy Meet

Can't WAIT to see you SAINTS online!

News from the Library

Your school library is an important resource for success in high school. Currently the school library is

accessible to teachers and their classes from 8am to 10am. Students may access the library

individually at 10am, using the Clemens Mill Library front doors. Clemens Mill library is open for light

browsing of our books, DVDs and other materials and hold pickups.

All visitors are asked to complete the COVID-19

Screening Questionnaire before entering our

physical spaces, wear a face mask, and limit

their visit to 60 minutes or less.

Did you know....

Clemens Mill Library has lots of new reads for

teens. Take a break from online and read a

good book! Check out What's New In Teen

Fiction!

We also have DIY Kits which are simple maker

kits complete with instructions that you can

take home. Check out the kit(s) currently

offered at Idea Exchange website.

To pick up a free kit, simply come to the library

using the Clemens Mill Library front doors. The

library opens at 10am.

We are planning to update the library website and would like St. Bennie’s students’ input. We are

asking St. Bennie’s students to please take a few minutes to complete our short survey to help us

better plan a website that meets your needs! This survey is voluntary and is completely anonymous.

If you need help finding a good book or resources for assignments, please contact your school library,

Ms. Pilon at ppilon@ideaexchange.org.

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/ap/t-59584e83/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2Fl%2Fmeetup-join%2F19%253ameeting_MmRmMDc5ZWYtMmIxYy00MGQ2LTg2NzAtYmI1NjFkMzcwN2Yy%2540thread.v2%2F0%3Fcontext%3D%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%2522723db893-17ed-44ec-8613-011938c37276%2522%252c%2522Oid%2522%253a%25223959d2f8-cabb-4a0d-8db0-53de460a24be%2522%257d&data=04%7C01%7CAnton.Milardovic%40wcdsb.ca%7C03680ec0a4814da765a808d896159785%7C723db89317ed44ec8613011938c37276%7C0%7C0%7C637424366772140337%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=7%2FrmnDyerulKZaeeFsHCdL1jcMUlOrBmnuIJWV%2By1Q4%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/ap/t-59584e83/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2Fl%2Fmeetup-join%2F19%253a24f1b799ee3c447f8f9b2395082d5e43%2540thread.tacv2%2F1606241006294%3Fcontext%3D%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%2522723db893-17ed-44ec-8613-011938c37276%2522%252c%2522Oid%2522%253a%252294a407c7-20ab-4b8c-a49f-f4dfdfb2300d%2522%257d&data=04%7C01%7CAnton.Milardovic%40wcdsb.ca%7C03680ec0a4814da765a808d896159785%7C723db89317ed44ec8613011938c37276%7C0%7C0%7C637424366772140337%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=0Zq0gh5YtFjEP%2BDAgbtI7UZOBE%2B7Zai0RCpPKUyyuqU%3D&reserved=0
https://ideaexchange.org/about/covid-19-screening-questionnaire
https://ideaexchange.org/teens/browse?TopCat=Teens&SubCat=Teen%20Fiction
https://ideaexchange.myshopify.com/collections/diy-kits
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdk1WqWHBtWnDT1nIcPEMxpCcj9Bt0QfHmanpBKVRy-GjwyrA/viewform


And check this out!

Cambridge Idea Exchange's School Liaison illustrated the
new offerings they have that might be of interest to
families in your school particularly hard hit economically
by COVID--free Parks Ontario passes to sign out, podcast
kits on loan, board games, puzzles, garden tools. Check
out their unusual stuff to borrow page!

Clubs

Student Activities

https://ideaexchange.org/about/unusual-stuff-borrow


Other News



Calendar of Events



Thursday, March 25

Picture Day - Cohort B

8:00am: Period 2 Cohort B Face to Face

12:25pm: Period 1 All students Distance

learning

Friday, March 26

8:00am: Period 2 Cohort B Face to Face

12:25pm: Period 1 All students Distance

learning

Sunday, March 28

Palm Sunday

Monday, March 29

8:00am: Period 2 Cohort B Face to Face

12:25pm: Period 1 All students Distance

learning

Tuesday, March 30

8:00am: Period 2 Cohort B Face to Face

12:25pm: Period 1 All students Distance

learning

Wednesday, March 31

8:00am: Period 2 Cohort B Face to Face

12:25pm: Period 1 All students Distance

learning

2:00pm: 2021-2022 Co-President Meeting

2:00pm: Debate Club

Thursday, April 1

Holy Thursday

8:00am: Period 1 Cohort A Face to Face

12:25pm: Period 2 All students Distance

learning

Friday, April 2

Good Friday

Saturday, April 3

Holy Saturday

Sunday, April 4

Easter Sunday

Monday, April 5

Easter Monday

Tuesday, April 6

8:00am: Period 1 Cohort A Face to Face

12:25pm: Period 2 All students Distance

learning

Wednesday, April 7

BENN Newsletter release

8:00am: Period 1 Cohort A Face to Face

12:25pm: Period 2 All students Distance

learning

2:00pm: Debate Club

Thursday, April 8

Quad 3 - Period 1 Evaluation Day

Friday, April 9

Quad 3 - Period 2 Evaluation Day

Monday, April 12

Spring Break

Be sure to check out the
calendar on the school

website for updates
and changes!
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