Post-secondary Presentation 2025/2026
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Agenda

Post-secondary Presentation Fall 2025
Graduation requirements

SHSM requirements

Planning for College/University
Applying to College/University
Apprenticeship and Workplace

Finances

Staying Connected



WHAT DO STUDENTS NEED TO GRADUATE?

Four requirements for the Ontario
Secondary School Diploma (OSSD):

® 30 Credits
(18 compulsory + 12 electives)

® Literacy Requirement
(test or course)

® 40 hours of Community Service

® 2 elearning courses (or guardians can
choose to complete opt-out form in
myBlueprint / Tools / Student
Resources)



https://lf.wcdsb.ca/Forms/APO015-01F
https://lf.wcdsb.ca/Forms/PS002F

SHSM
Requirements

Have you completed all of your
certifications?

Do you meet all of the course
requirements?

See the

If you are not on track, you will be
removed from SHSM.

Check your SHSM report or email Mrs.
Crowell if
you have questions.


https://www.highskills.ca/
mailto:michelle.crowell@wcdsb.ca

Preparing
for Post-

Secondary
Education

Paying for school items just got easier!
Sign up to get started today.

What is SchoolCash Online?

SchoolCash Online is an easy to use and safe
way to pay for your children’s school fees.

Leam more

Determine your options
College vs University
o Consent for Disclosure of
Information MUST be completed
on School Cash Online

Admission requirements
Application process
Financial planning



https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftrack.spe.schoolmessenger.com%2Ff%2Fa%2FxEblkAxKLosC-H2TVmUbCQ~~%2FAAAAAQA~%2FRgRlBcMVP0QjaHR0cHM6Ly93Y2RzYi5zY2hvb2xjYXNob25saW5lLmNvbS9XB3NjaG9vbG1CCmMhlY8kY_omhDZSFWxvdG9vbGUyMTIxQGdtYWlsLmNvbVgEAAAAAg~~&data=05%7C02%7CLesley.OToole%40wcdsb.ca%7Cbf8ddce8887f4ddd17b308dcd5954c44%7C723db89317ed44ec8613011938c37276%7C0%7C0%7C638620084448778368%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1hjCYAqDFsZwQ5K4N1HvlwXgCmIM%2Bti%2B4hpO3B5oKR8%3D&reserved=0

College vs University

College

Smaller classes

Hands-on learning and theory
Career training and trades
Certificates, Diplomas and Degrees
1 - 4 year programs

University

Larger classes

Lecture style

Academic and professional
programs

Degrees - Bachelors, Masters
3 - 4+ year programs



Support for Transition to Post-Secondary

College University
e Each school has supports in place e Each school has many supports in place
e Specific to each school - contact the e Learning and studying support
school e Freshman orientation
e Student accessibility services ® Studentaccessibility services
"y _ e University Transition Resources
e Transition Resource Guide

~ Learn About Accessibility~ ~Know your supports~

Please note IEPs do not transfer to college or university


https://www.ouinfo.ca/accessibility
https://www.transitionresourceguide.ca/

General Admission Requirements

College University
OSSD OSSD
Grade 12 English (College or Grade 12 University English
University level) 6 Grade 12 U/M level courses
Program specific requirements (including English 4U)
Information session Program specific requirements
Portfolio/Interview Supplemental information form

Visit schools’ websites for program specific requirements



What can
you do to
prepare?

Determine what interests you
Compare programs at Colleges and Universities
Attend College /University visits

o Our Post-Secondary Fair is October 29th -

periods 1 and 2

Go to open houses and fairs
Out of Province - do your research (apply directly)
Determine marks and prerequisite courses needed
Compare admission requirements & processes
Plan for best-case scenario and have backups

Focus on your grades and other requirements



Research, research & research some more!

College

e Ontario Colleges
e On-campus visits (Open House) , virtual

visits & viewbooks (school websites)

e Regional College Information Fair (CIP)
CANCELLED for this year
e (Connect with college liaisons

University

e Ontario Universities’ Info

e On-campus visits (Open House) , virtual
visits & undergraduate viewbooks (school
websites)

e OUF Fair: September 27-28th in Toronto

e Regional Fair, University of Waterloo,
Oct 16th (10- 1pmand 5 - 8pm)

e Virtual event September 16th 6 - 8 pm
and November 10th 5 - 7 pm

e (Connect with university liaisons through

website listed above or universities’
websites


https://www.ouinfo.ca/
https://www.ontariouniversitiesevents.ca/
https://www.ouevents.ca/virtual/
http://ontariocolleges.ca

Application Process

***Only completed ONLINE applications will be processed - includes payment, processing time and grades submission
DEADLINES AND FEES are subject to change - please visit the application for updates

College University

OUAC.on.ca
How to apply

e Ontariocolleges.ca
e How toapply

e $150 - Apply to max. 5 programs, no more You are Group A
than 3 at any one college $156 - Apply to 3 programs ($50 for
e Deadline - February 1st, 2026 each additional choice)

e Deadline - January 15, 2026

OEN - Ontario Education Number required for both applications (report cards/Aspen).
Apply using legal name. Applications open end of September.


http://ontariocolleges.ca
https://www.ontariocolleges.ca/en/apply
https://www.ouac.on.ca/
https://www.ouac.on.ca/101-tutorials/

Apprenticeship

Apprenticeship
e Require OSSD
e Find employer
e Earn while you learn
e C(Consider pre-apprenticeship options at

College (Be aware of prerequisites)
Research tools and completion grants
Apprenticesearch.com - connect with
employers, job outlook
Apprenticeship in Ontario website
Check trade specific union programs

(if available
for trade)

The Apprenticeship
pathway


http://apprenticesearch.com
https://www.ontario.ca/page/apprenticeship-ontario

Workplace

Workplace

OSSD preferred

Social Insurance Number

Develop your resume (ongoing)

Create a cover letter tailored to job

Use job posting to edit your skills to match position
(Applicant Tracking Systems)

e Local employment agencies

o Cambridge Career Connections !
o Lutherwood Employment Centre P U ,./..
o Local market trends - Find your job
®

Youth Job Connection (ages 15 - 29)

W
i



https://cambridgecareerconnections.com/
https://www.lutherwood.ca/employment
https://www.findyourjob.ca/
https://www.tcu.gov.on.ca/eng/eopg/programs/yjc.html

Financial
Information

Consider creating a scholarship resume
Collect letters of references to support
scholarship applications

Research scholarship sources (begin in

September)

o Studentawards.com

o Scholarshipscanada.com

©  Yconic.com

o Scholartree.ca

o Employment - yours and parents

o Post-secondary scholarship financial pages
Bursaries

OSAP (applications open in spring)
Use OSAP Estimator to check eligibility
Seek out post-secondary co-op programs



https://studentawards.com/
https://www.scholarshipscanada.com/
https://yconic.com/
https://scholartree.ca/
https://www.ontario.ca/page/osap-ontario-student-assistance-program
https://osap.gov.on.ca/AidEstimator2526Web/enterapp/enter.xhtml
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Who Am |

High School
Post-Secondary
Work

Money

Guides

Favourites

My Files

My Files  Resources

Opportunities for Community

W 3 cialized Programs

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT ACTIVITY RECORD - submit your ho

School Mental Health and Wellness

Online Learning Opt Out Form

The Scholarship Report- MAY 2024 Issue

The Trades Report- February 2024 issue

Program Selection Form




Connected

Guidance D2L landing page &

Scholarship info

Important dates and reminders

The quickest way for Guidance to relay
information to you!

Brightspace by D2L


https://stbenedict.wcdsb.ca/student-services/graduation/scholarship-information/
https://stbenedict.wcdsb.ca/student-services/graduation/scholarship-information/

